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Jefferson County, TN  

  
John Isham Bethel  
  
Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters  

  

Pension Application of John Isham Bethell W8131  

Transcribed and annotated by C. Leon Harris  

State of Tennessee } January Term 1833  

Jefferson County }  

On this 22 day of January 1833, personally appeared in open nd Court (the same being a Court of record, 

having a Clerk and seal) John Isham Bethel, a resident of said County, aged about seventy seven years, who 

being first duly sworn, according to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration, in order to obtain 

the benefit of the act of Congress, passed the 7th June 1832.  

That he was drafted in Henrico County, State of Virginia the year he cannot recollect, but it was the first draft 

made in that County, during the war: [See endnote] that he rendevoused in the City of Richmond, under the 

command of Captain Reuben Whitlock, and marched thence to Hillsboro N.C. where they remained a few days 

– from thence, they marched to Camden S.C. where they joined the Souther Army under the command of 

Gen’l Gates. He does not recollect the number of the Regt. to which his company was attached, but it was 

commanded by Colo. or Maj’r. Woodson. He states that from the length of time, he cannot recollect the names 

of the other officers, attached to the army. That they lay there some two or three weeks, when they had an 

engagement with the British Army under the command of Col. Tarlton & other officers: this was in the month 

of July or August. The Americans were drawn up in order of battle – they stood two or three fires of the 

enemy, when Genl. Gates wheeled and run and his army followed him. After the battle of Camden Capt. 

Whitlock’s company, was marched to Newgate in S.C. where they remained some time, when they were 

discharged by Capt. Whitlock, and returned home. The applicant got home in Henrico County Va. the last of 

Sept. or 1st of Oct. having been absent on duty four months.  

This applicant states, that in the spring or summer following, he was again drafted under the command of Capt. 

Thomas Prosser. they rendevoused at Richmond, and marched to a place near the seashore in Va. called Rich 

Neck, at which place, as well as he can now recollect, they joined Genl. Neilson [sic: Thomas Nelson], and 

were stationed there some five or six weeks. From thence, they were marched to Norfolk, which place had 

previously to that time been burned by the British, who had left the place; they were stationed there several 

weeks, when they were marched back to Rich Neck & discharged by their Capt. This was called a three month 

tour, but the applicant was absent three & a half months.  

The applicant then remained at home for some time, until the spring before the close of the war  

[sic: 1781], when he was again drafted – his captain’s name, he cannot recollect – they rendevoused at  

Bottom’s Bridge, near Chickahomny [sic: Chickahominy] swamp – his Col’s name was John Pleasant 

[possibly John Pleasants], his Genls Neilson – from thence they marched to Four Mile Creek [Fourmile Creek 

in Henrico County] on James River, & camped at a place called Mathis Spring – at that place they were 

stationed two or three months, watching the Brittish, who frequently ascended the River in flat bottom boats, 

many of which were taken by the Americans. From this place they marched to a place called, Mobbin’s Hill 

[sic: Malvern Hill, 15 mi SE of Richmond] where they were stationed ten or fifteen days – from thence they 

marched to Maho’s Old field near Richmond, where they encamped a few days.  

They then had orders to retreat to the Chickahomany’s Swamp at the New Bridges, to take up the bridges & 

burn them, which they did – the Brittish followed them & crossed at the same places – when the Americans 
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crossed the bridges, they were in Hanover County – then in Louisa – then in Orange – then in Culpepper [sic: 

Culpeper] – while they were in Culpepper, the British got before them, and made the nearest route they could 

to Richmond, to which place the Americans followed them; but the enemy had left that place before their 

arrival. Near Richmond they were joined by Genls. Green [possibly Col. John Green] & [Anthony] Wayne, 

after which junction they marched to a little place called, Old James Town, where they had a skirmish with the 

British [Battle of Green Springs Plantation, 6 Jul 1781], who retreated. At this place, the applicant was 

discharged, by this Capt. whose name he cannot recollect, having been out on that tour five months  

This applicant further states, that during the winter following the surrender of Lord Cornwallis  

[19 Oct 1781], he was called out with others upon a months tour to guard the magazine at Richmond, the 

British arms & ammunition having been brot up in boats. They were then under Capt. Wm Smith [William 

Smith].  

This applicant cannot remember the Regts. to which was attached during these several tours – he  

recollects that on one tour, a Capt. Masdill commanded – He was born in Henrico County Va. 15th Dec. 1755, 

as informed by his parents – he has no record of his age – at the time he was called in service, he lived where 

he was born, in the year 1789 he removed to New River Va. – from thence he removed to Jefferson County 

Tenn, where he now lives. Genl. De Kalb was at the battle of Camden, in which he was killed – he knew a 

Genl. De Marquis [sic: Marquis de Lafayette], a frenchman, who commanded a troop of regulars – that he is 

acquainted with John McCampbell, John Caldwell & others signed to this declaration in his present 

neighborhood, who can testify to his character for veracity, & their belief of his services as a soldier of the 

revolution This applicant states that he has lost all his discharges, and has no documentary evidence, nor does 

he know of any living witness, by whom he can prove his services. – He hereby relinquishes every claim to a 

pension except the present, and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of any agency in any State. 

[signed] John I Bethell  

NOTES:  

Bethell’s account of the Battle of Camden does not agree with the historical record. In the summer of 1780 

Virginia militiamen joined the Southern Department commanded by Gen. Baron De Kalb at Hillsborough NC, 

but I could not identify a Col. or Maj. Woodson who was there. The only Reuben Whitlock I could find is said 

to have resigned as a Lieutenant in the Virginia State Regiment on 29 Oct 1779. Gen. Horatio Gates arrived at 

Hillsborough on 13 July, and after taking command of the Southern Department he marched southward, 

arriving at Rugeley’s Mill 12 mi north of Camden on 15 Aug. At about 10 that evening they marched toward 

Camden, but about 6 mi north of there, at about 2 AM on the 16 , they encountered the British commanded by 

Gen. Cornwallis, including th the Legion of Lt. Col. Banastre Tarleton. At sunrise the troops formed for battle, 

with the Virginia Militia on the left, the North Carolina Militia in the middle, and Continental troops from 

Maryland and Delaware on the right. By most accounts the Virginia militiamen broke and fled, many without 

even firing. The North Carolina Militia soon followed. Gates then rode after, attempting to rally the men, who 

fled in many directions. I could not identify a place called Newgate SC.  

On 5 Feb 1849 in Grainger County TN Margaret Bethell, aged 72 on the following 28 April, applied for a 

pension, stating that she was married to “John J Bethel” by William Porter, a Baptist minister, in Wythe 

County VA on 10 Aug 1798, and her husband died 17 Dec 1848. On an application for  bounty land  

dated 2 May 1855 her age was said to be 78, and her name before marriage was Margaret Brabston.  
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Jefferson County, TN  

  

Samuel Box  
  

  

 Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters   

  

Pension application of Samuel Box S3015 fn12SC   

Transcribed by Will Graves 8/1/10   

[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and 

to facilitate searches of the database. Also, the handwriting of the original scribes often lends itself to varying 

interpretations. Users of this database are urged to view the original and to make their own decision as to how to 

decipher what the original scribe actually wrote. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. 

Folks are free to make non-commercial use this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the 

courtesy of acknowledging the transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the resulting 

embarrassment will fall on the transcriber. I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions. Such 

software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all 

misinterpretations. I welcome and encourage folks to call those and any other errors to my attention.]  State of 

Tennessee Jefferson County   

On this twelfth day of July in the year of our Lord 1833 personally appeared before me Randolph Sasseen [?] -- an 

acting Justice of the Peace in and for the County of Jefferson and State aforesaid Samuel Box a resident of the 

County and State aforesaid aged eighty-eight years, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath 

make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7, 1832. That he 

entered the service of the United States under the following named Officers, and served as herein stated.   

In the year 1776, the day and month not recollected, he was drafted in Orange District South Carolina and enrolled 

in Captain Sanders Company -- and was commanded by Colonel Moultrie [William Moultrie], was marched to 

Charleston thence to Sullivan's Island, where he was kept employed in repairing a Fort until his term of service, 

three months expired, and was discharged.   

And afterwards to wit in the same year to wit 1776 and as well as declarant recollects, it was about the first day of 

May -- He volunteered and entered the Service and was enrolled in a Company, (the Captain's name if there was 

one not now recollected) and was commanded by Colonels Moultrie & Marion, rendezvoused at Charleston South 

Carolina, and was then marched to Fort Moultrie on Sullivan's Island, and was at that place when the British 

attempted to land, and was in an engagement with the British, and continued in Service for of his time at Fort 

Moultrie & part in Charleston, until the month of September in the same year, when he was honorably discharged 

having served four months.   

And afterwards to wit, the day and month not recollected but thinks it was in the year 1779, he was again drafted 

and enrolled in Captain Moultrie's Company and was commanded by General Lincoln, and was marched to Moncks 

Corner, where he was stationed three months and discharged.   

And afterwards to wit in the year 1779, the day & month not recollected he was again drafted and marched to 

Bacon's bridge, on a Creek called the four holes and enrolled in a company commanded by Captain Linder [?] (no 

other Officer of higher grade) where he was engaged in a battle with the Tories, Several killed & wounded on both 

sides, thence he was marched to Charleston where he remained the residue of the time three months and was 

discharged.  

  

And afterwards to wit in the year 1780 and in the spring season of the same year he was again drafted and enrolled 

in Captain Elliott's Company and was then marched from Orange District South Carolina to Charleston, where he 

was placed under the command of Colonel Lincoln, and was at that place, in a battle with the British -- when 



  

237  

  

Charleston was taken, and was also taken a Prisoner himself by the British, and kept in confinement twenty-two 

days, and was discharged having been in service two months, and on confinement as a prisoner 22 days.   

And afterwards to wit in the year 1781, the day and month not recollected he was again drafted and entered into the 

Service, enrolled in Captain Elliott's Company and was commanded by Colonel Lincoln and Maitland, and was 

marched and rendezvoused at Fort Stono or Stono Ferry, where he was in an engagement with the British and 

Tories, and after a severe fight was compelled to retreat, having remained in service three months he was 

discharged.   

And afterwards to wit the day and month & year not recollected he was again drafted and enrolled in Captain 

Elliott's company -- and was commanded by General Marion and was marched near to Camden South Carolina 

thence to Pedee River and was in several skirmishes with the British and Tories, who then marched to the Neck on 

Pedee and was discharged having been in service three months; This Declarant States that he has no Documentary 

evidence, and that he knows of no person whose testimony he can procure who can testify to his Service that he did 

receive several Original discharges and not being in a situation to take care of them, they have been mislaid or lost. 

This Declarant further States that he has a wife & six helpless children the oldest of which is thirteen years old; 

Dependent on him for their Support, and that he is far advanced in life, worn out and unable to make a living by 

manual labor -- that his estate (having no title to any real state) is not worth more than $30 including his household 

furniture. And he hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, and declare 

that my name is not on the Pension roll of the Agency of any State.   

The following interrogatories were propounded by the Justice of the Peace to the applicant and the questions and 

answers embodied in the Declaration   

First when & in what year were you born   

Answer I was born in Orange district South Carolina in the year 1745 where I lived at the time I went into the 

Service of my Country.   

Second Have you any record of your age and if so where is it  Answer 

I have no record of my age.   

Third Where were you living when called into Service where have you lived since the Revolutionary war and where 

do you now live.   

Answer When I was called into Service I lived in Orange District South Carolina, and shortly after the  

Revolutionary war I moved into North Carolina and from thence to Jefferson County, Tennessee where I now live.  

Fourth How were you called into service, were you drafted did you Volunteer or were you a Substitute and if these 

Substitute for whom.   

Answer I was drafted and also a volunteer   

Fifth State the names of Some of the Regular Officers who were with the troops where you Served such Continental 

and Militia Regiments as you can recollect and the General Circumstances of your Service.   

Answer The names of the Officers in my first Campaign was Captain Sanders and Colonel Moultrie My second 

when I was a volunteer Colonel Moultrie & Marion. My third was Captain Moultrie and General Lincoln. My 

fourth was Captain Linder no other Officers of higher grade. My fifth Captain Elliott and Colonel Lincoln 

afterwards promoted to General. My sixth Captain Elliott and General Marion. The regiments he does not recollect.  

Sixth Did you ever receive a discharge from the Service and if so by whom was it given, and what has become of it  

Answer I did receive several discharges which were signed by Colonel Lincoln Colonel Moultrie & Colonel Marion 

which were mislaid or lost supposing they never would be of any importance to me, there was not that care taken of 

them that should have been   

Seventh State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood who can testify as to 

your character for veracity and good behavior & your Services as a Soldier in the Revolution   

Answer. As to my character for veracity and good behavior Absalom Roach & Daniel R. Murphey, William 

Northern, as to my Revolutionary Services I know of no person unless it is Absalom Roach who can testify to my 

actual service.   

Sworn to & subscribed the day & year first above written.   
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S/ Samuel Box, X his mark   

S/ Randolph Sasseen, JP   

[Daniel R. Murphey and William Northern gave the standard supporting affidavit.]  State 

of Tennessee Jefferson County   
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Benjamin Bradshaw  
  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters  

  

Pension Application of Benjamin Bradshaw W894  

Transcribed and annotated by C. Leon Harris  

State of Tennessee }  

Jefferson County }  

On this 10 day of December 1834 personally appeared in Open th Court before the Justices of our court 

of Pleas and quarter sessions of Jefferson County & State aforesaid Benjamin Bradshaw aged seventy 

seven years who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his Oath make the following 

Declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provissions made by the act of Congress passed June 7th 

1832. That he entered the service of the United States, under the following named officers and served as 

herein stated.  

In the year 1776 or 1777 not certain which he was drafted in Fluvanna County in the state of Virginia was 

enrolled in Capt Napiers Company commanded by Col Earnest & Gen’l [Thomas] Nelson, was marched to 

Richmond, where he drew his arms, from thence he was marched to Williamsburgh where he was 

stationed, & kept in service untill his term of service expired was in service three months, and was 

honorably discharge, received a discharge which he has mislaid or lost  

In the year 1777 [sic: see endnote] He was again drafted enrolled in Capt Daniel Telmons [sic: Daniel Tilman’s] 

Company was commanded by Col. [Francis] Taylor, rendevouzed at Charlottsville [sic:  

Charlottesville] in Albemarle County in the State of Virginia, thence he was marched to the Albemarle 

Barracks where he was stationed & kept in service guarding Burgoyn and his men – remained in service four 

months, was then discharged – received a discharge which he has lost  

On the 1 Day of March 1781 He was again drafted in Fluvanna County in the State of Virginia enrolled in 

Capt Telmons Comp. Commanded by Col Earnest & Gen’l Nelson was then marched to Richmond where 

he was stationed for some time, from thence he was marched to a large swamp then called the Chickene 

Swamp – was in pursuit of [Gen. Benedict] Arnold, was marched back to the 4 Mile Creek below 

Richmond [Fourmile Creek in Henrico County] where he was discharged on the 2nd Day of June 1781. 

was in service three months, his discharge he has lost.  

On the 15 day of August 1781 as he beleives and as well as he recollects He was again drafted enrolled in  

Capt Joseph Hatons [sic: Joseph Haden’s] Company was commanded by Col Earness & Gen’l. Weeden [sic: 

George Weedon], rendevoused at Fluvanna Court House in the State of Virginia from thence he was 

marched to Gloucester County where he was stationed at the time Cornwallis was taken [at Yorktown, 19 

Oct 1781] – and at that place he was discharged on the 19th of October of the same year having been in 

service for two months, received a discharge which he has lost  

He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declares that  

his name is not on the pension role of the agency of any state. [signed] Benj Bradshaw  

The following interrogatories were propounded to the applicant by the court  

1 Where & in what year were you born  

Answer. In Albemarle County in the State of Virginia in the year 1757 [see endnote].  

2. Have you any record of your age and if so where is it.  

Answer I have at home in my Bible a record of my age  

3. Where were you living when called into service where have your lived since the Revolutionary War, and where 

do you now live.  

Answer when I was called into service I lived in Fluvanna County in the State of Virginia, after the 

Revolutionary war was over I removed to Montgomery County Virginia, from thence he removed to Jefferson 

County Tennessee where he now lives.  
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4. How were you called into Service, were you drafted, did you volunteer, or were you a substitute, and if a 

substitute for whom  

Answer I was drafted every tour of duty that I served.  

5. State the names of some of the Regular Officers who were with the troops where you served such Continental 

and Militia Regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of your service Answer. In my first 

tour of service my officers names was Capt Richard Napier Col Earness & Gen’l. Nelson. In my second service 

Capt Daniel Tilman & Col. Taylor In my third service Capt Daniel Tilmon Col Earness Genl Nelson. In my last 

service Capt Joseph Haton Col. Earnes & Gen’l.  

Weeden  

6 Did you ever receive a discharge from the service and if so by whom was it given  

Answer I received discharges from my officers for my services, but do not reccollect wether they were signed 

by my capts or colonels  

7. State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighbourhood and who can testify 

as to your character for veracity and their belief of your services as a Soldier of the Revolution Answer. I 

can prove my character for veracity and also their belief of my services as a Soldier of the Revolution by 

Richard Thornburgh esquire and the Rev’d. Augusta Bowers.  

[signed] Benj. Bradshaw NOTES:  

The Albemarle Barracks were not completed, and prisoners did not arrive until Jan 1779. The prisoners 

were troops of Gen. John Burgoyne who had been captured at Saratoga on 17 Oct 1777, but Burgoyne 

himself was released on parole.  

On 29 July 1843 Fanny Bradshaw, 74, applied for a pension stating that her maiden name was Fanny  

Milton, that she was born and raised in Fluvanna County, and that she was married to Benjamin Bradshaw 

on 22 Jan 1788 by Phillip Webber, a protestant preacher who lived in Goochland County. She stated that 

Benjamin Bradshaw died on 12 Jan 1841. The file contains a copy of a bond signed on 21 Jan 1788 by 

Benjamin Bradshaw and William Bradshaw for the marriage of the former to Fanny Melton. Larner 

Bradshaw, 44, certified that an arrearage of pension had been drawn by Fanny Bradshaw’s attorney, 

Pearce W. Bradshaw, and that the family record transcribed below was from the Bible of Benjamin 

Bradshaw. It was certified that Fanny Bradshaw could not attend court, because she was in bad health and 

lived 14 miles distant.  

Benjamin Bradshaw was born May 28th A.D. 1758 was 

Married to Fanny melton January the 22nd 1787  

Nancy Bradshaw Born January the 28th 1788  

Mary Bradshaw born may the 1st 1791  

Betsy Bradshaw Born December 9th 1793  

Patsy Bradshaw was born January the 8th 1795  

Larner Bradshaw was born march the 22nd 1799  

Pierce W. Bradshaw was born July the 22nd 1803  

Alfred B. Sparks was born Oct. 2nd A.D. 1817  

Daniel C. Martin was born September 28th 1818  

George Clevenger departed this life Oct’r. 14th 1837  

Polly Denniston Departed this life August 23rd 1820  

    

  

William Caldwell  
  

Southern Campaigns American Revolution Pension Statements and Rosters  
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Pension Application of William Caldwell W345 Eleanor Caldwell VA 

Transcribed and annotated by C. Leon Harris. Revised 17 Nov 2014. State 

of Tennessee } Jefferson County } ss.  

On this 11th Day of December 1833 personally appeared in open Court, before the Justices of Our Court of  

Pleas and quarter Sessions, now sitting as a Court of record, in and for the County of Jefferson aforesaid, William 

Caldwell, aged seventy years, and who is a citizen of the County of Jefferson, & stateaforesaid, who being first duly 

Sworn, according to law, doth on his Oath make the following Declaration, in order to obtain the benefit, of the provision 

made by the act of Congress passed June 7th1832. That he served in the Revolutionary war as follows.  

That he entered the Service of the United States as a Substitute, in the latter part of the year 1780 or early 1781. The 

gentlemans name for whom he substituted, is not now recollected – his memory having become frail. He enroled himself 

at Petersburgh [sic: Petersburg] in the State of Virginia, in Captain McReynolds  

[Thomas McReynolds’s] Company, was Commanded by Major Richard Loman – also General Merryweathers [sic: 

Meriwether]. from thence he was marched into the State of North Carolina, low down in the state, where he was kept in 

Service, in pursuit of the Tories from Swamp to Swamp – not staying more than two days at a place, until his time of 

Substitution expired which was three months. he received a discharge which he has lost.  

And afterwards towit in the same year towit on the 1 Day of April 1781 and as soon as he was discharged from his first 

trip – He was drafted at Bedford Court house in the State of Virginia, was enrolled in Captain Clemmons Company was 

commanded by Major [John] Ward. from thence he was marched into the State of North Carolina, thence into the State of 

South Carolina, to a Fort called ninety six. he was there at the Siege at that place [Siege of Ninety Six, 22 May - 19 Jun 

1781] and continued there untill the americans was drove by Lord Roudon [sic: Francis Rawdon]. thence he was marched 

to Camden where he was stationed for some time, thence he was marched to the High Hills of Santee where he remained 

for some time and was discharged, having been in service Six months he received a discharg which he has lost He hereby 

relinquishes every claim to a pension or annuity whatever except the present, and he declares that his name is not on the 

pension roll of any agency in any state  

The following interrogatories were propounded by the Court to the applicant–  

Question, Where and in what year were you born  

Answer I cannot tell the year that I was born but I was born in the State of Pennsylvania.  

Question. Have you any record of your age and if so where is it  

Answer I have no record of my age  

Question Where were you living when called into service where have you lived since the Revolutionary war, and where 

do you now live.  

Answer when I was called into Service I was living in Bedford County in the State of Virginia – after the 

Revolutionary war was over, I moved to Jefferson County State of Tennessee where I now live. Question How 

were you called into service, were you drafted, did you volunteer, or were you a substitute and if a substitute for 

whom  

Answer I served one campaign as a substitute, the gentlemans name for whom I served I do not now recollect, the other 

campaign I was drafted.  

Question State the names of some of the Regular Officers who were with the troops, where you served, such continental 

and Milititia Regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of your services Answer In my first campaign 

my captains name was McReynolds – was commanded by Major Richard Loman and General Merryweather. In my 

second campaign Captain Clemons and Major Ward – does not  recollect any thing about the Regiments.  
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Miles Castilloe  
  
  

 Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters   

Pension application of Miles Castilloe (Costilloe, Castiller) W10300 Isabella fn72NC   

Transcribed by Will Graves 11/9/10   

[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and 

to facilitate searches of the database. Also, the handwriting of the original scribes often lends itself to varying 

interpretations. Users of this database are urged to view the original and to make their own decision as to how to 

decipher what the original scribe actually wrote. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. 

Folks are free to make non-commercial use this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the 

courtesy of acknowledging the transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the resulting 

embarrassment will fall on the transcriber. I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions. Such 

software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all 

misinterpretations. I welcome and encourage folks to call those and any other errors to my attention.]   

Declaration of Isabella Castilloe widow of Miles Castilloe for Pension   

State of Tennessee County of Bradley: On this 26 day of April 1858 personally appeared before the undersigned J 

W McMillin an acting justice of the Peace within and for the County and State aforesaid Isabella Castilloe a 

resident of Bradley County in the State of Tennessee aged about seventy-five years who being first duly sworn 

according to law doth on her oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provision 

made by the act of Congress passed February 3rd A.D. 1853. That she is the widow of Miles Castilloe who was a 

private in the Continental line and entered the service in the year 1777 and was in the battle at the Cowpens Eutaw 

Springs and also at Ramsour's Mills and was wounded in two places at one of the above places and was in all about 

three years in the service of the United States.   

She further declares that she was married to the said Miles Castilloe on the 20th day of June A.D. 1806, there is no 

family record of their marriage, that her husband the aforesaid Miles Castilloe died on the 24th day of July 1829 

and that she has remained a widow ever since that period as will more fully appear by reference to the proof hereto 

annexed.   

S/ Isabella Castilloe, X her mark   

[G. W. Wooten gave testimony that he was well acquainted with Miles and Isabella Castilloe; that they lived 

together as man and wife; that miles Castilloe died in Jefferson County Tennessee about the date as stated by his 

widow.]   

[fn p. 8: On September four, 1860 in Bradley County Tennessee, Isabella Castilloe, 77, filed for her bounty land 

entitlement as the widow of Miles Castilloe; that she is a pensioner pursuant to a certificate issued July 27, 1860; 

that she married her husband in Rutherford County North Carolina; that her name prior to her marriage was Isabella  

Swan.]   

State of Tennessee Bradley County: On this first day of October in the year of 1858 Personally appeared before me 

the undersigned one of the acting justices of the peace for the County and State aforesaid Alfred S Castiller (alias 

Alfred S Robens) who after being duly sworn according to law Deposeth and saith that he is the son of Isabella 

Castiller but not the son of Miles Castiller who was married to his mother when he was near five years old. That his 

mother and Miles Castiller were married in Rutherford County North Carolina, he says that after the marriage of his 

mother and Miles Castiller he has ever since been called Castiller and has entirely dropped the name of Robens. He 

further says that the said Miles Castiller was called a Revolutionary Soldier from his earliest recollection. That he 

will was reputed and believed by the whole neighborhood to have been a Revolutionary Soldier and says he never 

heard it once doubted. He further says that he was one time with Miles Castiller at the Battle Ground of the 

Cowpens in Spartanburg District in South Carolina he took pains to show affiant where the American Army was 

stationed and where the British Army was stationed and where he stood and fought. He also showed where Colonel  
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Tarleton run the British officer affiant says that while Mr. Castiller was showing and describing the Battle he 

appeared Excited and warmed up; affiant says his Recollection is that Mr. Castiller told him he served several 

Campaigns and was a long time in the war. Affiant says that the family Record here with attached is the genuine 

family record of the said Miles Castiller and Isabella Castiller that it was written by one John Russell at the 

insistence of Miles Castiller who was present that the said Russell copied from an old book which had been kept in 

the family. Affiant says that Miles Castiller and Isabella his wife had seven children who are all named first on the 

Record. James Maston being the youngest. Affiant says he does not recollect of seeing Miles Castiller and his 

mother married but says they lived together as man and wife and was always considered as such until the day of the 

death of Mr. Castiller which was on the 24th day of July 1829 in Jefferson County Tennessee as shown on the 

Record. He further says that the said Isabella Castilller is now living and has not married since the death of her said 

husband Miles Castiller and is now his widow.   

Sworn and subscribed the day and year last above mentioned before me.  S/ 

J. W. McMillin, JPBC S/ Alford S. Castiller  

  

[fn p. 13: family record   

Milles Castiller (Father) was born the 1760 15th March   

Isabella Castiller (Mother) was born the 23rd day of February 1783   

Alfred S. Robens was born the 23rd April 1802   

Elizabeth M. N. Casstiller was born 22nd July 1807   

Samuel S. Castiller was born the 10th December 1811   

Jonas B. Castiller was born the 23rd day of April 1814   

William Castiller was born the 9th May 1816   

Eliza Castiller was born the 24th February 1819   

Robert S. Castiller was born the 22nd day December 1821   

James Mastin Castiller was born the 4th day November 1823   

John Wesly Castiler was born 11th July 1835   

Mary S ? was born 15th March 1813   

William James Castiller was born the 8th March 1838   

Eliza Jane Castiller was born the 18 of July in the year 184[last digit is illegible]   

Sary Elisabeath Castiller was Born the 7 of May 184[last digit is illegible]   

Isabelah Castiller was Borne the 4 October 1844   

Polly Solomon was born the 9 day of June 1829   

Jonas B Castiller and Mary Solomon was Married the 20 of April in the [year] 1837  

Samuel S. Castiller and Sary Reaves was mared the 20 July 1833   

Robert S. Castiller and Rody Solomon ware married the 19 of January 1847   

Elizabeth Castiller died the 28th December 1809   

James Mastin Castiller died the 16th October 1824   

Elizy Castiller died the 4th August 1832   

William Castiller did the 9th of May 1846   

Rody Castiller died the 27 day of July 1848   

Eizy Jane Castiller died the 5th May 1841   

Sary Elisabeth Castiller died the 29th May 1842   

Mary Castiller the wife of Jonas B. Castiller nerly 36 year old She died 27 Feb   

Miles Castiller (Father) Died 24th July 1829   

[fn p. 22]   

State of Tennessee Cocke County: July the 17th 1858   

This day personally appeared before me Charles Kelly an acting Justice of the peace in and for said County Jonas B  
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Castiller a citizen of the State and County aforesaid and makes oath according to law that he is the son of Miles 

Castilloe otherwise Miles Castiller was well acquainted with the said Miles Castilloe his Father and often heard him 

say he (the said Miles Castilloe) was entitled to a pension for his Services as a Soldier in the Revolutionary war and 

also knew of certain persons applying to him to by his claim to said pension and offering to procure said pension for 

him and owing to the dissatisfaction of one of his sons he refused to make such application and the aforesaid John B  



  

247  

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

    



  

Jefferson County, TN  

248  

  

  

Patterson Childress  
  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters  

  

Pension Application of Patterson Childress (Childers) R1928 Nancy Childress VA  

Transcribed and annotated by C. Leon Harris  

State of Tennessee } ss  

Jefferson County } On this 2d day of may 1844 personally appeared before the subscriber a  

Justice of the peace Mrs Nancy Childress a resident of the County and State aforesaid aged seventy six 

years who being first duly sworn according to Law doth on her oath make the following declaration in 

order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by the act of Congress passed July 7th 1838 entitled a act 

granting half pay and pension to certain widows That she is the widow of Patterson Childress who was a 

soldier in the Regular service in the Virginia Line in the war of the Revolution That her husband the 

aforesaid Patterson Childress entered the service in the year 1778 in the County of Buckingham in the 

State of Virginia under Capt Leonard Balew for three years and served out the aforesaid time the rest of 

the officers her husband was under besides Capt Balew she cannot recolect but refers the department to 

the Virginia Rools and the testimony hereunto anexed She further declairs that she was married to the said 

Patterson Childress on the 12th day of May seventeen hundred and eighty four that her husband the 

aforesaid Patterson Childress died on the 12th September 1831 That she was not married to him prior to 

his leaving the service but the marriage took place previous to the first of January seventeen hundred and  

ninty four viz at the time above stated and she is still a widow Nancy herXmark Childress State 

of Tennessee } ss  

Jefferson County }  

On this 3d day of May 1844 personally appeared before the subscriber a Justice of the peace for said 

County Mr Joseph Jeneway a resident of the County and State aforesaid aged seventy one years and 

after being duly sworn according to Law doth on his oath make the following affidavit That he is well 

acquainted with Mrs Nancy Childress who resides in Jefferson County Tennessee and was well 

acquainted with her husband Patterson Childress and knew them to live together as man and wife from 

the year 1784 up to the time of his the aforesaid Patterson Childress death wich took place in the year 

1831 Affiant further declairs that he saw the aforesaid Patterson Childress discharged from service in  

Surry County N Carolinia a short time after the surrender of Lord Cornwallace [sic: Cornwallis, 19 Oct 

1781] in Yorktown Virginia and at that time affiant understood that the aforesaid Patterson Childress 

service had expired as a Regular soldier for three years in the war of the Revolution and affiant herd the 

aforesaid Patterson Childress say that their was bounty in Land due him and it was always understood in the 

neighborhood that the aforesaid Patterson Childress was a soldier of the war of the Revolution  

Joseph hisXmark Jeneway  

[To Mr Waldo, Commissioner of Pensions. 9 Sep 1851]  

State of Tennessee }  

County of Knox }  

The memorial of Nancy Hamelton Heir at law of Nancy Childers or Childress, Widow of Patersen 

Childers or Childress. I Nancy Hamelton would state to the commissione of Pensions that my mother 

above mentioned applied for a Pension under Act of 1838, for the services of Patersen Childers or 

Childress, But the Agent, Mr Newman, who writin the Declarations, and proof made some mistake, having 

written the name Childress or Childers, you will see from the Papers, signed by my mother that she, made 

her mark, which mistake was entirely owing to the fancy of the Agent in spelling, the name, further sir it 

seems that my Father was engaged as a Va Soldier, but his name is enrolled in the No.  

Carolina line, it is plaine that he engaged or started in the State of verginia but it will be seen by reference to the proof 

that rendered service in NC, the only state where is name is to be found further you will find that said states join each 
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other and that theres is nothing misterious in his serving in N.C. I hope, Mr Waldo, that you will have my mothers 

papers & proof Examined and address at this office as soon as  
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William Cornwell  
  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters  

  

Pension Application of William Cornwell S21125 VA Transcribed 

and annotated by C. Leon Harris.  

State of Tennessee }  

Jefferson County }  

Personally appeared before me George Branner one of the acting Justices of the Peace in and for the 

County of Jefferson aforesaid William Cornwell a resident of the County and State aforesaid aged Eighty 

two years who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his Oath make the following declaration, 

in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7 1832. That he entered in the service of 

the United States and served in the Revolutionary War as follows.  

In the month of February 1777 he volenteered and entered the Service, of the United States, was enrolled in 

Captain Witchers [William Witcher’s] Company at Pittsylvania Court House Virg’a, thence he was 

marched to the Long Island on the Holstein river [sic: Long Island of Holston River at present Kingsport 

TN], where he was commanded by Col. [Evan] Shelby, at which place he was stationed, and kept in 

service three months, untill the term of time for which he entered the service expired – was discharged, 

received a discharged which he has mislaid or lost.  

In the month of May 1777 he volentered & entered the service of the United States at the Long Island on 

the Holstein river he was enrolled in Captain Joseph Martins Company – was commanded by Col. Shelby 

at which place he was stationed three months. was discharged. received a discharge which he has mislaid 

or lost.  

In the month of March 1779 He volenteered and entered the service of the United States enrolled himself in 

Capt David Cardwells [David Chadwell’s?] Company rendesvouzed at Fort Parris [sic: Fort Pearis at 

present Pearisburg] on New River where he was stationed for some time – thence he was marched to Col 

Preston’s House [William Preston’s house at present Blacksburg] and was kept guarding it from the 

ravages of the Indians British and Tories, thence he was marched to Hatfields Fort[on Stony Creek near 

Pearisburg], where he remained in service untill the Term of his service expired, was in service three 

months received a discharge which he has mislaid or lost  

And afterwards towit in the latter part of the year 1780 or early in 1781. He again Volenteered, and entered 

the service of the United States, enrolled himself in Capt James Sheltons Company, was commanded by 

Col. Lions [sic: James Lyon] was stationed at Sheltons part of his time & part at Moores was in several 

scouting parties against the Brittish, was marched to join the main army at the Battle of Guilford [Guilford 

Courthouse NC, 15 Mar 1781], but did not reach the place in time, thence he was marched back to 

Sheltons where he was discharged having been six months in service received a discharge which he has 

mislaid or lost  

He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a Pension or annuity except the present, and declares that his 

name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any state  

Sworn to & subscribed before me the 5th day of February AD 1834. [signed illegibly]  

The following interrogatories were propounded to the applicant by the Justices of the Peace before whom 

this declaration is made  

Question Where and in what year were you born  

Answer I was born in Amelia County in the State of Virginia in the year 1752. 

Question Have you any record of your age and if so where is it Answer I have 

no record of my age.  

Question Where were you living when called into serv[ice] where have you lived since the  

Revolutionary war and where do you now live  
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Answer I was living in Pittsylvania County in the State of Virginia when called into service, after the  

Revolutionary war was over I moved to Wythe County Va. thence to Jefferson County Ten where I now live  

Question How were you called into service were you drafted did you Volenteer, or were you a substitute 

and if a substitute for whom  

Answer I served as a Volenteer during my whole service.  

Question State the names of some of the Regular Officers who were with the Troops, where you served, 

such Continental and Militia Regiments as you can reccollect and the general circumstances of your 

service  

Answer In the first Tour of duty that I performed there was Captain Witcher – Col Shelby – Second tour 

Captain Joseph Martin & Col Shelby. Third David Cardwell Captain – no other Officer of higher grade. 

My Fourth & last Tour Captain Shelton & Col Lions – does not recollect any thing about the 

Regiments.  

Question Did you ever receive a discharge from the service and if so, by whom was it given and what has become 

of it  

Answer I did receive a discharge from each tour of duty two of which was signed by Col Selby one by 

Captain Cardwell and one by Col Lions which discharged I have mislaid or lost that they cannot be 

found.  

Question State the names of Persons to whom you are known in your present neighbourhood, and who 

can testify as to our character for veracity and their belief of our services as a soldier of the Revolution.  

Answer I can prove my actual service towit one tour of duty by Captain David Cardwell of Claibourne  

County Ten and my whole service by William Hays [pension application S38797] of Jefferson County, 

and my character for veracity and good behaviour and their belief of my Revolutionary services by the 

Rev’d Andrew Gass and Abraham Palmore of Jefferson County.  

[signed illegibly]  

State of Tennessee } This day being the 23d of July 1833 personally appeared before me Peter Neal Claiborne County } 

one of the acting Justices of the peace who wholds the court of please and quarter sessions held for said county the same 

being a court of Record David Chadwell aged about ninety five years and made Oath that he is well acquainted with 

William Cornwell who is makeing an application for a pention and has been so acquainted with him since the year of 

1779. he states that he at that time resided in the County of Henry in the State of Virginia and I was there appointed to the 

command of Capt. and I then took the command as such for the terme of three moths and I now Recognise the said 

Cornwell as being one of my men who did serve under me in that campaign and from thence we marched to New River 

where we joined the Regiment commanded by Col. William Preston where we were stationed until my Terme of Servis 

Expired and I then Rece’d. my discharge from Colon’l William Preston and Returned home and I also Note that the said 

Cornwell did serve under me as a true whig in the caus of his country for the Terme aforesaid of three month and further 

this affiant saith not  

Sworn to and subscribed to before me Peter Neil Justice of the peace for Claiborne County  

David hisXmark Chadwell  

    

  

Samuel Covey  
  

  

Southern Campaigns American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters   

  

Pension application of Samuel Covey S3190 f13VA[NY]   

Transcribed by Will Graves 11/9/06 rev'd 11/19/14   
[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database. Where the 
meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or additional notes have been inserted within 
brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it 
represent(s) a guess by me. The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the 
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word or phrase in question. Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide 
additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted. I use speech recognition software to make all my 
transcriptions. Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations. Also, 

dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand  
th eighty six" as "the 8 of June 1786." Please call material errors or 

omissions to my attention.]   

State of Tennessee, Jefferson County: County Court: September Session 1832   

On this __ day of September 1832 personally appeared in open court before the Justices of the Court of Pleas and 

quarter Sessions now sitting Samuel Covey, a resident of said County in the State aforesaid aged Seventy one years 

who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the  
th 

benefit of the Act of Congress, passed June 7 , 1832.   

That he was born in the State of New York Dutchess [Duchess] County where he was raised until he was Sixteen 

years of age, at which time under the laws of said State he was subject to military duty & being in the immediate 

neighborhood of a landing of the British forces he was constituted what was then called a “minute man” subject to 

be called at any time & bound to obey such call. He was first marched under the command of Captain Comfort 

Suddenton [Comfort Ludington] in a Regiment commanded by Colonel Henry Suddenton [Henry Ludington] & 

was marched to the Peekskill [River] in said State, but was in no general engagement. Afterwards he was marched 

under Captain Joel Meed 50 or 60 miles West of the North River in pursuit of the hostile Indians. After being thus 

for four years engaged in the service of his country in his native State, he removed to the State of Virginia and 

Washington County, where shortly after his arrival, he engaged as a substitute for Robert Campbell who was 

drafted for six months, under the command of Captain William Edmondson [William Edmiston] & Colonel William 

Campbell; that he was marched over the Watauga River & crossed the Yellow Mountain near the head of said 

River, crossed Broad River & went to Kings Mountain, and was engaged in the Battle [October 7, 1780] fought at 

that place – that he was partially acquainted with Col. Campbell, Major Shelby [Col Isaac Shelby].   

On his return he volunteered & went under Captain Patrick Campbell & Colonel Archibald Campbell in pursuit of 

the Cherokee Indians – that they traveled down the Holston [River] & French Broad River until they came to said 

Nation. He states he has no documentary evidence having never received any discharge as he recollects & that he 

knows of no person, whose testimony he can procure, who can testify to his services. He hereby relinquishes every 

claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, & declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the 

agency of any State. Sworn to & subscribed the day & year aforesaid.   

S/ Samuel Covey  
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John Daffron  
  

  

Southern Campaigns American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters   

Pension application of John Dafron1 R2615 Sarah Dafron (Difforn) f26NC   
1 Also shown as Daffin, Dafforn, Daffren   

Transcribed by Will Graves 2/14/10 rev'd 11/24/14   
[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database. Where the 
meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or additional notes have been inserted within 
brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it 
represent(s) a guess by me. The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the 
word or phrase in question. Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide 
additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted. I use speech recognition software to make all my 
transcriptions. Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations. Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand 
eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786." Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.]   

State of Tennessee Jefferson County: December County Court A.D. 1845   
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On this 1st day of December 1845 personally appeared in open Court before the Court of Jefferson County now 

sitting John Daffron, a Resident of Jefferson County and State aforesaid aged ninety-three years old, who being first 

duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act 

of Congress passed June 7, 1832.   

That he entered the service of the United States, under the following named officers, and served as herein stated.  

That he served as a Volunteer three months under Captain Cage, and Colonel John Luttrell in Chatham County 

North Carolina, at the Commissary Barracks, where Colonel Luttrell got killed: the Army [indecipherable word].2 

He then went to Rowan County and Volunteered under Captain Ned Williams [Edward Williams] of the Light 

Horse, Colonel James Doogan [James Dougan or Dugan] and Colonel Colyer marching through Randolph County 

into Moore County served two years, and then peace was made. The three months service above mentioned was in 

the Infantry, as to the dates his recollection does not serve him, and that he has no documentary evidence and that 

he knows of no person whose testimony he can procure, who can testify to his service, he further states that the 

reason why his application was not sooner made is that his papers were prepared by Judge Pook [?]3, taken to 

Dandridge and that the Public House at which the Judge put up was burnt up and the papers destroyed and that from 

his infirmity he neglected to have [several indecipherable words] until the present time.   

He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declares that his name 

is not on the Pension Roll of the Agency of any State.   

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid   

S/ James Fielder, Clerk of Jefferson County S/ John Dafron, X his mark   

[James R. Miller, a clergyman, and John Mitchel gave the standard supporting affidavit.]   

Interrogatories put by the Court   

1st Where and in what year were you born?   

I was born in Fairfax County Virginia the year not recollected. I was upwards of 24 years of age at the close of the 

War as I have always understood.   

2nd Have you any record of your age and if so where is it?   

I have none neither do I know where it is   

3rd Where were you living when called into service: where have you lived since the Revolutionary War and where 

do you now live?   

I was living in Randolph County North Carolina and since the War, I have lived part of my time in North Carolina, 

South Carolina and part in Tennessee and am now living in Jefferson County.   

4th How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer or were you a substitute, and if in 

substitute, for whom?  I volunteered.   
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5th State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops when you served, such Continental and 

militia regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of your service.   

I recollect [several indecipherable words] I have mentioned   

6th Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom was it given and what has become of it?   

I have no Recollection of ever receiving a discharge if one was given I do not know what has become of it.  7th 

State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who can testify as to your 

character for veracity and their belief in your services as a soldier in the revolution.   

Reverend Samuel R. Miller and John Mitchel   

[p 6: on the December 6, 1851 in Walker County Georgia, Sarah Dafforn, 88, filed for a widow's pension under the 

1836 act stating that she is the widow of John Dafforn; "... that the said John Dafforn resided in North Carolina at 

the time of the commencement of said war and was drafted she thinks in 1778 and served in the militia of said State 

under the command of Colonel Litral [John Luttrell] and Captain Mayburn until these officers were killed by the 

Tories, that soon after this her said husband was taken prisoner by Colonel Fanning the noted Tory; that he made his 

escape from Fanning and volunteered and served as a light horseman under the command of Captain Williams and 

she thinks at different times under the command of each of the following Officers, to wit, Colonel Belford, Captain 

Aaron Hill and Captain John Night [John Knight], that she this deponent lived during the war in Randolph County 

North Carolina and was acquainted with the said John Dafforn while he was in service..."; that she married him in 

the summer of 1781; that they were married by Richard Shacelford [sic, Shackelford?] a Baptist minister; that she 

has no documentary evidence of her marriage having no family record; that after their marriage her husband the 

rendered service as a horseman until the cessation of hostilities; that she recalls his saying that his discharges were 

in the possession of John Grist, a man who was with him in the service and who has been long dead; that her first 

child Joseph Dafforn was born in the summer of 1782; that she and her husband resided in Randolph County North  

Carolina at the end of the war and for 12 or 15 years after peace was made; then moved to Spartanburg district 

South Carolina where they remained until 1816 when they removed to Jefferson County Tennessee; that her 

husband died August 18, 1849 in Jefferson County Tennessee; that soon after his death she moved to Walker 

County Georgia where she now resides.]   
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Jefferson County, TN  

  

Nicholas Davis  
  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters  

  

Pension Application of Nicholas Davis W30 Mary Davis VA Transcribed 

and annotated by C. Leon Harris.  

State of Tennessee }  

Jefferson County }  

On this 10th day of June 1818 before me the subscriber one of the Justices or Judges of the Court of  

Quorum for the State and County aforesaid said Court being a Court of record personally appears  

Nicholas Davis aged fifty nine years the 14th day of February last and resident in said County of Jefferson 

who being by me first duly sworn according to law doth upon his oath make the following declaration in 

order to obtain the provision of the late act of Congress entitled an act to provide for certain persons engaged 

in the land and naval service of the United States in the Revolutionary War  

That he said Nicholas Davis about the last of March or first of April in the year 1778 at New London  

Bedford County [now in Campbell County] Virginia enlisted for three years in the regular army of the 

United States in the Company of Captain Alexander Comings [sic: Alexander Cummins] That he was 

from New London marched to Valley forge Pensylvania Where Captain Comings resigned and his men 

were permitted to join any Company in the first Virginia regiment they pleased That this Deponant at 

Valley forge joined the Company of Captain William Cunningham The first Company in said regiment in 

whose company he served about a year and the Company being nearly broken up he was put into the 

eighth Virginia regiment in the Company of Captain Thomas Boyer [sic: Thomas Bowyer] The first  

Virginia regiment was commanded whilst said Deponant was in it by Colonel Richard Parker and eighth  

Virginia regiment by Colonel James Wood and when said regiment regiment was in 1779 ordered to 

Charleston Colonel Gest [sic: Nathaniel Gist] and Colonel Naval [sic: John Neville] took command of the 

Troops and General [William] Woodford the Brigade from the time they marched to the south That he 

said Nicholas Davis faithfully served the United States from the time of his Enlistment until in August or 

September in the year 1781 When he was discharged at Williamsburgh [sic: Williamsburg] Virginia from 

said Service by Major Stephens having served faithfully against the common enemy all the time before 

mentioned except the period he was a Prisoner having been taken in the Seige of Charleston [12  

May 1780] which period of being a Prisoner was fourteen months  

That he was at the taking of Stoney point in New York State [sic: Stony Point, 16 Jul 1779] and the taking 

of Powlers Hook [sic: Paulus Hook, 19 Aug 1779] and the Seige of Charleston and several skirmishes  

And that he is in reduced circumstances as he believes and needs the assistance of his Country for 

support That he is too old and feeble to labour much and has in the Indian War in Tennessee been 

wounded in the right arm so as to have but little use of it and has a wife and eight children dependant on 

him for support five of his children being Daughters And after the payment of his just debts thinks he is 

not worth in money or property over the sum as he believes of seven or eight hundred Dollars That his 

discharge is lost and he has no other evidence except the above of his said services and except the 

Deposition of Henry Franklin [pension application S38713] & Wm Hays [William Hays  

S38797] nor does he know of any other proof of said service now in his power that he has never been a  

Pensioner of the United States & only [illegible word] under the provision of said act [William Hays stated that he had 

been part of the time a messmate of Nicholas Davis.] State of Tennessee } Jefferson County } ss.  

On the 10th Day of December 1828 personally appeared before the subscriber a Justice of the  

peace for said County, Nicholas Davis resident in said County aged Sixty nine years, who being first duly  

Sworn according to law doth on his Oath make the following Declaration, in order to obtain the  

provission made by the acts of Congress of the 18th of March 1818 and the 1st May 1820. That he the said Nicholas 

Davis, enlisted first for the Term of six months on the [blank] day of [blank] 1777 (the month and day not reccollected) 
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in the State of Virginia, in the Company commanded by Capt Dixon, and that he, after a discharge which is lost, again 

enlisted sometime in the month of March in the year 1778 in the State of Virginia, in the Company commanded by Capt 

Alexander Cumming in the Regiment  

Commanded by Col. Richard Parker in the line of the State of Virginia on the Continental establishment 

for the term of three years, that he continued to serve in the said Corps untill he was taken prisoner by the 

British that he was retained, as such for fourteen months in Charleston, from thence he was transported to 

Old Jamestown, where an exchange of prisoners was made, that from thence he was marched to 

Williamsburgh in the State of Virginia when sometime in the month of August 1781 he was discharged 

from the service, that he hereby relinquishes, every claim whatever to a pension except he present that his 

name has not been placed on the pension list, that the number of his pension Certificate is 15939 and that 

he never before exhibited a Schedule of his property, because untill within the last two or three years he 

felt able by his own exertions to obtain for himself and family a competent support, and was unwilling to 

apply to any source for charity, however strong his claims might be, or however fairly it might have been 

bestowed, but that recent afflictions with which he has been oppressed, and the wants of a helpless family 

have induced him to make this application. And in pursuance of the act 1st May 1820 I do solemnly 

swear that I was a resident Citizen of the United States on the 18th day of March 1818 and that I have not 

since that time by gift sale or in any manner disposed of my property or any part thereof with intent 

thereby so to diminish it as to bring myself within the provisions of an act of Congress entitled “an act to 

provide for certain person engaged in the land and naval service of the United States in the  

Revolutionary War” passed on the 18th day of March 1818 and that I have not nor has any person in trust for 

me any property or securities contracts or debts due to me nor have I any income other than what is 

contained in the Schedule hereto annexed and by me subscribed.  

“150 acres of land from which nearly all the timber is cut, all the arable land is in cultivation and much worn 

worth $150.00  

One negro man aged between 55 & 60 years worth 100.00  

One mare twenty years old worth 20.00  

One other mare 6 years old worth 30.00  

One milch cow 10.00  

2 yearlings 10.00  

$320.00         

  

Nicholas Davis  

That he is a Tailor by profession, but has not been able to worke any for about Eighteen months that his 

family consists of his wife aged 64 years and very infirm. Sarah who has been once married, but has been 

abandoned by her husband, and thrown again on his hands for support. Aley aged 40 years and of weak 

constitution – Mahala aged 22 years and James aged about 20 years, but contracts and labours for his own 

benefit. That since the 18th Day of March 1818 the following changes have been made in my property 

Viz. Your declarant cannot recollect every Item of property he owned at that time – that he sold one 

sorrell horse he then owned to S. Inman for $70 which sum he applied to the payment of his debts before 

contracted. One horse sold to Newman for corn. Another colt sold to S. Davis for corn – all the stock has 

been used for the support of the family in my illness as well as the kitchen and household furniture which 

is owned by my daughters, in consideration for their contributing to my support. The farming utensils is 

owned by my son in consideration of the same. Your Declarant represents that he has not been able for 

two or three years to attend to his business, on the farm or otherwise, and that from that cause the decline 

in his affairs has probably been more rapid. He feels certain his journey on this earth, is almost ended, 

and has no doubt it will be shortened by reason of exposure in his youth, in the service of his Country – 

and he earnestly hopes that his bodily afflictions will not longer be aggravated by daily viewing the wants 

of a helpless family but that his Country will relieve them.  

I do further solemly swear I am not able to attend at the Court of our County to have the foregoing Oath administered 

to me   
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Jefferson County, TN  

  

John Day, Sr.  
  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters  

Pension Application of John Day S3252 VA  

Transcribed and annotated by C. Leon Harris. Revised 21 Aug 2013.  

State of Tennessee } On this 9th Day of July 1833 personally appeared before me Thomas Snoddy one Jefferson County } 

of the acting justices of the peace in and for the said County of Jefferson in State aforesaid John Day Sen’r. a resident of 

the said County of Jefferson in the said State of Tennessee Aged Ninety one years, who being first sworn according to 

Law, doth on his oath make the following decleration, in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed the 7 th 

Day of June 1832.   

I hereby relinquish every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, and declare that my name is not on 

the pension Roll of the Agency of the State.  

  

Quest 1. Where and in what year were you born?  

Ans’r. I was born the 30th Day of June 1742 as I believe and in Bucks County in Pennsylvania Quest 

2. Have you any record of your age, and if so, where is it?  

Ans’r. My age is recorded in a Big bible and here present.  

Quest. 3. Where were you living when you entered the service; Where have you lived since the revolutionary 

war, and where do you now live  

Ans’r. I lived in Botetout County in Virginia on the Waters of Greenbrier River when I volunteered into the 

service, under Captain Paxton, And I lived in siad County when I was appointed an Indian Spie under Captain 

Cock, and I lived still in that part during the Revolutionary War, and after that I moved to Jefferson County  

Tennessee about four years after Cornwallis was taken [19 Oct 1781] and have lived here ever since it was first 

Green County [sic: Greene County formed in 1783] and I now live in Jefferson County in the State of 

Tennessee and have lived in this County for more then Forty years, or in what is now Jefferson County. Quest 

4. How were you called into service; Were you drafted, did you volenteer, or were you a substitute and if a 

substitute for whom?  

Ans’r. I volenteered and went under Captain Paxton and went to the point [Point Pleasant] against the Indians. 

The Shawnee Indians  

Quest 5. State the names of some of the Regular officers, who were with the troops where you served, 

such continental and militia Regiments as you can recollect, and the general circumstances of your 

service  

Ans’r. The Shawnee Indians had come into Botetout County in the said State of Virginia and killed my brother 

David Day and taken my mother and Two Sisters, Sally Day and Martha Day prisoners, and nalso took some 

other property and made for their Towns, the first night the Indians camped on a mountain, between Cape 

Capen River and Ceder Creek [sic: Cacapon River in present Hardy County WV and Cedar Creek in 

Shenandoah County VA], and at that Camp killed my mother Susan Day, (formerly Susan Wyley [Susan 

Wiley] Daughter of James Wyley [James Wiley] as I understood) And Capt. Fry Raised Twenty men, of which 

I was one, We followed said Indians, and when we came to the Indian Camp aforesaid, there lay my mother 

dead, and striped naked her head skined; and we lifted her and laid her between Two Rocks and laid some 

rocks over her; And We followed on after the Indians, and the second day came in sight of them at their Camp, 

and I raised my gun to shoot one of them, and just as I was about to draw Trigger, I saw one of my sisters rise 

up right before the muzzle of my gun between me and the Indian; And I was so alarmed at seeing my sister 

Rise before my gun that I involentaryly hallowed, which so alarmed the Indians that they broke and run, 
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leaving the prisoners, and what they had at the Camp, and run with all their might; and we got the prisoners, 

and what property the Indians left at  

the camp, and brought all safe to the fort. After this I volenteered as stated above, under Capt. Paxton, and 

marched to the Point at the mouth of New river [mouth of Kanawha River], I went as Ensign under Capt 

Paxton, and in Company with Captain Hall [possibly James Hall], Col. Dickson, and other officers not 

recollected. There was a large supply of Beeves took along for Rations perhaps 150, and a number of pack 

horses, We marched slowly untill we came to the Point; Here we met with Gen’l. Hann, Major McDonel, Capt.  

[Mathew]  

Arbuckle, and other officers not remembered. While at the Point one White man was killed and Four Indians.  

[See endnote.]  

I cannot exactly Tell when we left home on this Campaign as I have to papers to help my memory, but it was in 

warm weather and suppose it to be the latter part of the Summer, or fall of 1776 and returned home Towards 

the next Spring, and cannot Tell the exact time we were on this expedition, but consider that it must at least be 

three months, and think it likely it might be more then three months. If I got any discharge I have losgt it in 

moving from one part to another, and cannot tell what became of it. And I do not recollect that ever I Received 

any pay for said services. While at the Point I recollect there was Capt. Kenon and Captain Alexander 

Hamilton, and I served a part of the time under Capt. Hamilton before I left the station at the Point.  

After I Returned home the Indians were still Troublesom about Ellis’s fort [at Little Levels in present 

Pocahontas County WV] and Day’s fort [also known as Keckley’s Fort, at present Mill Point in 

Pocahontas County] during the remainder of the Brittish War and after it. And Captain Cook appointed 

me to range, as a Spy in Botetout County around the forts to discover if there was any Indian sign in 

these parts, and under this appointment I acted during the remainder of the Brittish War and some time 

after it was over, the Indians ware not at War so as to keep the people forted all the time, but I consider 

that the times that I was acting as Indian Spy, in that time, would amount to about one year and six 

months but think the time if all added together would be more then one year and six months that I was on 

duty as an Indian Spy, on the waters of Greenbrier River in Virginia. While I was a Spie John Bridges 

[John Bridger], and James Bridges [James Bridger] were killed by Indians, scalped and striped within a 

mile and a half of the Fort, and I was near falling into the hands of the Indians, while helping others to 

escape from them. And in this time the Indians attacked Donley’s fort [sic: Fort Donally at present 

Frankford, May 1778] 23 Miles from Day’s fort, Took five prisoners, and killed one man named Whenny 

Drenner [probably Winnie Drennan], the Indians got off with the prisoners. The Indians killed several 

other White persons at Donley’s fort, killed a great many of the stock, and destroyed other property The 

Indians would mostly leave that part in the fall, and the people would then move home out of the forts, 

and in the Spring the Indians would return and do mischief in the frontiers, and then the people would 

Fort. This was the common practice of the Indians during the Brittish War; the Indians in them parts were 

so Troublesom that as I understood the militia were left to guard the forts in them parts and not called to 

go to fight the Brittish.  

Quest. 6th Did you ever receive a commission, and if so by whom was it signed and what has become of it.  

Ans’r. I Received an Ensigns Commission From The Committee of Safety for the Colony of virginia dated 

at Williamsburgh in October the 11th Day in the year 1775, signed by Edm Pendleton,  

John Page, Thos. Lud. Lee, P. Carrington, Dudley Diggs, J’s Mercer [Edmund Pendleton, John 

Page, Thomas Ludwell Lee, Paul Carrington, Dudley Digges, James Mercer] Which 

commission is now here present with the following entry on the back of it, “At a Commitee held 

for Botetourt County the 23d Day of March 1776, I do hereby certify that the within named 

John Day Took the oath required by Convention  

(Signed) David Maye [sic: David May]  

And on the 24th Day of June 1778 I took the oath of allegiance and fidelity, as directed by an act 

of General Assembly, sworn to before Geo. Poage [George Poage] a Justice of the peace at that 

time in Botetourt County, which certificate is here present  
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Quest. 7. State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood, and who can 

Testify of your Caracter for veracity, and good behaviour, your services as a Soldier of the revolution.  

Ans’r. The Rev’d. Elihu Millikan and John McFarland Jn’r. are acquainted with me Also the Rev’d.  

Ephram Moore [sic: Ephraim Moore]  

John Day Jun’r. being introduced to give evidence conserning the service of John Day Sen’r. in time of the 

revolutionary War being duly Sworn on the holy evangalist of Almight god Saith on oath saith that when he was a small 

boy he lived on the waters of greenbrier River untill John Day Sen’r. moved from that Country, which was in the year 

1785 on Thousand seven hundred and Eighty five, I recollect of his starting to go to the Point with a quantity of men 

that I understood was going there as militia volenteers, and my father John Day started to go with them, and I 

understood he was an Ensign in the Militia at that time; When he started the weather was not cold. – I remember the 

time he came back, I think it was before the ground had got green in the spring. The weather was cold while he was 

gone, I do not know exactly how long he was gone but from the best information I have I expect it must be three 

months, I  

thought it to be a long time, I think I was in my ninth year of my age when he came home which I consider 

to be in the fore part of the year 1777. When my father John Day Sen’r. Returned and during the 

remainder of the Brittish War, the Indians Ware frequently very Troublesome about Ellis’s Fort, Day’s 

fort, Donley’s fort in Botetourt County virginia, and all the Country Round there, And said John Day  

Sen’r. frequently went out as a Spy under Captain Cook who was Captain at Ellis’s Fort. and he said  

John Day Sen’r served as a Spy during the Brittish War from the time he came home from the Point. And  

I have no doubt but his whole service as a Spy would amount to one year and six months or more – 

During the time he was out as a Spy Donley’s fort was attacked by the Shawnee Indians (as I understood) 

at that fort Two men was killed and one wounded, and killed the stock that was near the fort, I understood 

there was 350 Indians, and they Rushed up to the fort – I understand there was Nineteen Indians killed 

near the fort, and by 100 men coming to the assistance of the fort that night the Indians ware driven off.  

Hugh McKeever was killed near Days fort and his family taken prisoners, which they carried off, and it was 

about Two years before any of the prisoners got back. John Bridges, and James Bridges was killed within 

about a mile and a half of Day’s fort – and Henry Baker was killed about Twelve mile from there, and 

several others at different times ware shot at.  

In the winter time we had peace but when warm weather would come in the Spring the Trouble with 

the Indians would again begin. They killed Wenny Drennen Wife of Thomas Drinnen [Thomas 

Drennan]  

Botetourt County was Divided [in 1778] and a new County laid off Called Greenbrier County this County 

after it was laid off, included Ellis’s fort and Day’s fort.  

When John Day S’r. moved from the waters of Greenbrier River he came to what is now Jefferson  

County in Tennessee, it was then Greene County North Carolina, and he has lived in what is now Jefferson 

County ever since, and is the same John Day S’r. that has signed and sworn to the foregoing Decleration in 

order to get the benefit of the act of Congress of the 7th of June 1832.  

I myself am about sixty five years of age last January, and I believe John Day S’r. to be Ninety  

one years of age, and that he served in the united States service as he has stated in his Declaration Sworn and Subscribed 

this 9th Day of July 1833 before me Thos. Snoddy   

  

THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY FOR THE COLONY OF VIRGINIA  

TO John Day Gent  

BY Virtue of the Power and Authority invested in us, by the Delegates and Representatives of the several  

Counties and Corporations in General Convention assembled, we, reposing especial Trust and  

Confidence in your Patriotism, Fidelity, Courage, and good Conduct, do, by these Present, constitute and 

appoint you to be Ensign of a Company of the Militia of the County of Botetourt; and you are therefore 

carefully and diligently to discharge the Trust reposed in you, by disciplining all Officers and Soldiers 

under your Command. And we do hereby require them to obey you as their Ensign. and you are to 

observe and follow all such Orders and Directions as you shall from Time to Time receive from the 
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Convention, the Committee of Safety for the time being, or any superiour Officers, according to the Rules 

and Regulations established by the Convention.  

GIVEN under our Hands, at Williamsburg this 11th}  

Day of October ANNO DOMINI 1775. }  

At a Committee held for Botetourt County the 23rd Day of March 1776 I do hereby Certify That the  
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Jefferson County, TN  

  

George Doherty  
  

Southern Campaigns American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters  

Pension application of George Doherty S1807 f35VA Transcribed 

by Will Graves 9/6/06 rev'd 12/5/14  
[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database. Where the 
meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or additional notes have been inserted within 
brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it 
represent(s) a guess by me. The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the 
word or phrase in question. Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide 
additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted. I use speech recognition software to make all my 
transcriptions. Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations. Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand 
eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786." Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.]  

State of Tennessee, Jefferson County  

On this 12th day of September A D 1832, personally appeared in open court before the Justices of our Court of  

Pleas and Quarter Sessions now in session, George Doherty, Senr., a resident of Jefferson County, State of 

Tennessee, aged eighty three years who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the 

following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7, 1832. That he entered 

the service of the United States under the following named officers and served as herein stated.  

That he entered the service of the United States in the year 1774 (the day & month not recollected) under the 

command of Col. Charles Lewis and in Captain John Lewis' company, as a private soldier and rendezvoused at 

a place called Big Savannah in Greenbrier County in the State of Virginia, thence he was marched to the mouth 

of New River at a place called Point Pleasant and on the 10th day of October 1774 had an engagement with the 

Shawnee & Dolleway [sic, Delaware?] Indians, which commenced about sunrise and lasted the whole day. In 

the engagement and shortly after the commencement of this fight, Col. Charles Lewis was killed with several 

other persons. Thence he was marched to the Shawnee towns on the Scioto River, where they were met by the 

Indians and begged for a Treaty of Peace, from thence he was marched home where he was discharged, having 

served three months & fifteen days. He states that he received a discharge for his services, but the same has 

been long since lost and destroyed.  

And afterwards, to wit, in the year 1777, the day and the month he does not recollect, he was commissioned a 

Captain and received orders to raise a volunteer company and after he had raised a company and was intending 

to march, he was employed by William McDonald, the Contractor agent to make guns for the United States. 

Arms were very scarce and his services in that capacity were much needed. He continued in the service in that 

employment together with several other persons, at the expense of the declarant for twelve months, during 

which time he made and delivered to the Agents Contractor William McDonald one thousand dollars worth of 

guns, which was paid to him in Continental money which depreciated in the hands of this applicant and was 

entirely lost to him.  

And afterwards, to wit, in the year 1778, he removed to Greene County then in the State of North Carolina now 

in Tennessee and in the fall of the same year, to wit, 1788 [sic, 1778] he entered the service of the United 

States and was commissioned a Captain under the command of Cols Sevier [John Sevier] and Campbell  

[William Campbell] and rendezvoused at the Great Bend of the Chucky River thence he marched to Boyd's  

Creeks where he had an engagement with the Indians & killed thirteen, thence he m arched to Chota where 

he burnt four Indian towns, thence he marched to the old Hiawassee town and thence to Chilhowa [? Cheohee 

or Cheowa]  

1 four miles below where he had a skirmish with the Indians and drove them out and burnt their towns, thence 

he marched through the Cherokee Nation & returned home having served three months.  
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And afterwards, to wit, in the year 1779, the day and the month this deponent does not recollect, he entered the 

service of the United States and was commissioned a Captain under the command of Col. Sevier.  

Rendezvoused at Sherrill's [?] on the Nolichucky River thence he marched to the War ford on French Broad 

River where he was stationed for some time and ranged along the frontier, part of his time he was engaged in 

guarding a Garrison, during which time there was no contractor or supplies furnished the company except what 

was purchased at different homes by the applicant & after having remained in service twelve months, he 

returned home, having received orders to discharge his company.  

And afterwards, to wit, in the year 1780, the day and the month not recollected, he raised a volunteer company 

and met Colonel Sevier at a place called the Greasy Cove on the waters of Nolichucky River where he was 

appointed and acted as Captain of a company under the command of Col. Sevier. Thence he marched to the 

Upper Cherokee towns in the Tennessee River where he was in an engagement with the Indians, killed several, 

and burnt the towns. He then returned home having served three months.  

And afterwards, to wit, in the year 1780 (the day & the month not recollected) the Indians still committing 

some depredations, he was ordered to raise a company of minute men to be in readiness to march at a moments 

warning to any place where the Indians were committing their depredations and shortly after the company was 

raised a notice that the Indians had commenced their hostilities against the whites, he immediately called his 

company together and marched in pursuit of the Indians, and overtook them near Point Rock, now on the line 

between North Carolina and Tennessee, fired on them, killed one Indian and took possession of several stolen 

horses which the Indians had stolen from the whites. He then returned towards home & on his return march he 

passed the residence where his brother John Doherty lived and on arriving at the place he was informed that the 

same company of Indians which he had been in pursuit of had killed and tomahawked his brother. He then 

returned home which concluded.  

And afterwards, to wit, in the year 1781 he raised a company of volunteer riflemen and marched them 

into South Carolina and joined Genera1 Greene [Nathanael Greene] who was stationed with a lot of Army at 

the high hills of Santee where he remained for some time, thence he was ordered & marched with his company 

acting as Captain & joined General Marion [Francis Marion] who was stationed on the Wateree River where he 

was then in nine miles of the British, where he was kept in service, acting on scouting parties & preventing any 

communications or intercourse between the British & other persons in a clandestine manner, until he received 

the news of the surrender of Lord Cornwallis [October 19, 1781]. He then returned home with his company 

having been in service six months—for the services of this trip he was paid in North Carolina change tickets 

which was of no value to this applicant and entirely lost to him. When he first entered the service of the United 

States he was in easy circumstances, had a wife & two children. He had received his patrimony both from his 

father and his wife's father & that at the close of the war he was reduced to poverty, having spent his all in the 

service of his country. Since the Revolutionary War, he has been at all times in public life & still is, acting in the 

capacity of a Justice of the Peace.   

He does hereby relinquish every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declares that 

his name is not on the pension roll of the Pension roll of the Agency of any state.   

The following questions are put to the applicant by the County Court in session - Question: Where and in 

what year were you born?   

Answer: I was born the 18th day of January 1749, Augusta County in the State of Virginia.  Question: 

Have you any record of your age and if so where is it?   

Answer: I have no record of my age.   

Question: Where were you living when called into service, where have you lived since the Revolutionary 

War, and where do you now live?   

Answer: When I was called into service, I lived in Augusta County in the state of Virginia, during the 

Revolutionary War, I moved to Greene County, Tennessee where I lived eight years, then I removed to Jefferson 

County where I now live.   
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Question: State the names of some of the Regular Officers who were with the troops when you served such 

Continental and Militia Regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of your service.   
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Jefferson County, TN  

  

Edward Douglas  
  

  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements   

  

Pension application of Edward Douglass (Dugless) S3297 fn14NC   

Transcribed by Will Graves rev'd 3/14/10   

[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and 

to facilitate searches of the database. Also, the handwriting of the original scribes often lends itself to varying 

interpretations. Users of this database are urged to view the original and to make their own decision as to how to 

decipher what the original scribe actually wrote. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. 

Folks are free to make non-commercial use this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the 

courtesy of acknowledging the transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the resulting 

embarrassment will fall on the transcriber.]  State of Tennessee, Jefferson County   

On this 17th day of July A.D. 1833 personally appeared in Open Court before the Honorable the Judge of the Circuit  

Court of Jefferson County, now sitting, Edward Douglas [sic] a resident of Jefferson County in the State of 

Tennessee aged 70 years who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his Oath make the following 

declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress, passed June 7th, 1832.   

That in the year 1779, the day and month not recollected, he volunteered and entered the Service of the United  

States; was enrolled into a company the Captain's name not now recollected, was commanded by Colonel Joseph 

Williams, was marched from Surry County North Carolina to Cumberland Gap Tennessee, thence he was marched 

back to Surry County in the State of North Carolina where he was discharged having been in service three months.  

That afterwards, to wit, in the year 1780, the day and month not recollected, he was drafted and enrolled in Captain  

Henderson's corps, was commanded by Colonel Brannum, rendezvoused at a place known by Old Store in Surry  

County North Carolina thence he was marched to Moncks Corner, thence back to the River Santee and across the 

River thence to George Town [sic, Georgetown], near which place he was stationed for some time and was 

employed in destroying the vessels on Santee River, thence he was marched to Fayetteville North Carolina on Cross 

Creek, where he was discharged, having been in service three months.   

That afterwards, to wit: the day, month & year not recollected, he volunteered and entered the Service in Captain  

Lewis' company, was commanded by Colonel Cleveland [Benjamin Cleveland], rendezvoused at Wilkesboro North 

Carolina thence he was marched to the head of the Catawba [River], thence to Broad River, thence down the River, 

thence to King's Mountain where he was in an engagement with the British & Tories, killed & took the enemy as 

prisoners. Thence he was marched to Wilkes County North Carolina and was kept guarding the Prisoners and also 

part of his time he was kept out guarding the Frontier until his term of Service, three months, expired and was 

discharged.   

Afterwards, to wit: the day, month & year not recollected, he volunteered and entered the Service of Captain  

Humphries' company, the Commandant's name not recollected, but recollects well that it was General Rutherford's  

[Griffith Rutherford's] brigade; that he rendezvoused at Surry Court House North Carolina, thence he was   

marched to Fayetteville North Carolina, thence he was marched to the North East River, at which place he was 

stationed until his time of Service of three months expired and was discharged.   

And afterwards, to wit: the day, month & year not recollected, he volunteered and entered the Service of the United 

States, in Captain Gordon's company, rendezvoused at Salisbury North Carolina, was commanded by Major Lewis, 

and was then stationed & kept in Service guarding the Jail in Salisbury N. C. in which place there was a number of 

Prisoners confined, who had been arrested & taken as suspicious persons passing through the Country & confined 

there to await their trial, having Served three months he was discharged.   
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This Declarant states that he has no Documentary evidence and that he knows of no person, whose testimony he can 

procure who can testify to his Service; that he did receive several original discharges, which I have lost. He hereby 

relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity, except the present, and declares that his name is not on 

the Pension Roll of the Agency of any State.   

The following Interrogatories are propounded by the Honorable Edward Scott Judge of the Second Judicial Circuit 

to the applicant, and the questions and answers embodied in the document.   

First: Where and in what year were you born[?]   

Answer: I was born in the year 1763 in Orange County North Carolina, near Hillsborough.   

Second: Have you any record of your age and if so where is it?   

Answer: I have the record of my age it is in my Bible at home taken from the record kept by my parents.   

Third: Where were you living, when called into Service where have you lived since the Revolutionary war.  

Answer: I was living in Surry County North Carolina thence I removed to Knox County Tennessee thence to 

Jefferson County Tennessee where he now lives.   

Fourth: How were you called into Service were you drafted, did you volunteer, or were you a Substitute, and if a 

Substitute for whom?   

Answer: I served as a volunteer also I was drafted.   

Fifth: State the names of some of the Regular Officers who were with the troops where you served, such 

Continental and Militia Regiments as you can recollect, and the General Circumstances of your Service.   

Answer: I served under the following named captains, to wit: Henderson, Lewis, Humphreys & Gordon. Major 

Lewis – Colonel Joseph Williams – Colonel Brannum. Colonel Cleveland, General Rutherford. The Regiments he 

does not recollect but thinks one was called the Third Regiment.   

Sixth: Did you ever receive a discharge from the Service and if so by whom was it given and what has become of 

it?   

Answer: I did receive several discharges which have been lost.   

Seventh: State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who can testify as to 

your character for veracity and good behavior, your services as a Soldier of the Revolution.  
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Jefferson County, TN  

  

Henry Franklin  
  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters  

Pension Application of Henry Franklin S38713 VA Transcribed 

and annotated by C. Leon Harris.  

State of Tennessee }  

Jefferson County }  

On this 10th day of June 1818 before me the subscriber one of the Justices of the Court of Quorum for the 

State and County aforesaid The said Court being one of record personally appears Henry Franklin aged 

upwards of sixty two years resident in the County aforesaid who being be me first duly sworn according 

to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the provision made by the late 

act of Congress entitled an act to provide for certain persons engaged in the land and naval service of the 

United States in the revolutionary war. That he the said Henry Franklin enlisted in the County of 

Buckingham in the State of Virginia in the month of October or November in the year 1777 in the Army 

of the United States for three years In the Infantry in said Service in a Company commanded by Captain 

John Lewis said Company was soon after commanded by Captain Dudley [Henry Dudley, pension 

application R13891] and then by Captain Mitchum Bozwell [sic: Machen Boswell, R19364] and was part 

of the Second Virginia Regiment Commanded by Col William Brent That he continued to serve in said 

service The term nearly for which he enlisted when in the month of May in the 1780 He was at 

Williamsburgh [sic: Williamsburg] in the State of Virginia by said Col Brent honorably discharged from 

said service That he said Henry Franklin was in the Battle of Monmoth [sic: Monmouth, 28 Jun 1778] 

and that he said Henry Franklin is in reduced circumstances and stands in need of the assistance of his 

Country for support  

That his discharge is lost or mislaid that he has no papers or documents to establish the foregoing facts  

that he has never been a pensioner of the U States and only claims under the above recited act &c State of Tennessee }  

This 10th day of June 1818 personally appeared before me the Subscriber  

Jefferson County } Nicholas Davis [W30] and William Hays [S38797]   

Citizens of said County and made oath that they were both in the service of the United States in the years mentioned in 

said declaration of Henry Franklin to wit the said Davis in the years 1778. 1779. 1780 & part of 1781 and the said Hays 

in the years 1778 and 1779 and that the said Henry Franklin was in the service in manner by him stated and that they 

each know said Franklin is in reduced circumstances and stands in need of the assistance of his Country for support   

State of Tennessee }  

Jefferson County } SS September Sessions 1820  

On this 13 day of September 1820 personally appeared in open court being a court of record  

(having the power of fine and imprisonment, and also having been made a court of record by the laws of said State) 

for said County Henry Franklin, aged sixty five years resident in the county of Jefferson aforesaid, who being duly 

sworn according to law, doth on his oath declare that he served in the Revolutionary war as follows. He enlisted in 

Buckingham County State of Virginia under Captain John  

Lewis, second State Regiment continental line commanded by Colonel William Brent – General 

Whelenburghs [sic: Peter Muhlenberg’s] brigade and marched under Captain Henry Dudly to the Vally 

forge [sic: Valley Forge] – thence to Mainmonth where he was engaged in the Battle, thence to White plains 

where he enlisted under Captain Michine Bozwell and marched to West point and thence to middlebrook 

where he spent the winter, and afterwards was discharged at Williamsburgh in the state of Virginia, during 

which time he served in the Revolutionary service three years.  

And I do solemnly swear that I was a resident Citizen of the United States on the 18th day of March 1818 

and that I have not since that time by gift sale or in any manner disposed of my property or any part 

thereof with intent thereby so to diminish it as to bring myself within the provisions of an act of Congress 

entitled “an act to provide for certain persons engaged in the land and naval service of the United States 
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in the Revolutionary War” passed on the 18th day of March 1818 and that I have not nor has any person in 

trust for me any property or securities contracts or debts due to me nor have I any income other than what 

is contained in the Schedule hereto annexed and by me subscribed.  

60 acres of land worth $300.00  

Five head of cattle 32.00  

14 head of sheep 21.00 

2 head of hogs 9.00 total 

amt $362.00  

One negro man about seventy five years of age verry badly ruptured not worth more than his support Henry 

Franklin  

The Declarant further states that he is by occupation a farmer, & that he has always followed the 

Blacksmiths trade untill lately, and oweing to the weakness in his eyes, he has been unable to pursue his 

trade, and not able to do manuel labour he has a wife Sally aged fifty three years, and entirely blind and not 

able to do any thing. One son Henry twenty five years of age One son James aged nineteen years,  

one daughter Betsy aged thirteen years and is not healthy Henry Franklin  

County of Jefferson } State of Tennessee }  

On this 13th day of June 1827 personally appeared in open court being a court of record having the power 

of fine and imprisonment and unlimited Jurisdiction in matters of contract for the County of Jefferson 

and state aforesaid Henry Franklin resident in said County, aged about seventy one years, who being first 

duly sworn according to law, doth make the following Declaration on Oath in order to obtain the 

provission made by the acts of Congress of the 18th March 1818 and 1st May 1820 and that he the said 

Henry Franklin enlisted for the Term of three years on the [blank] day of October or November 1777 in 

the state of Virginia in the Company Commanded by Capt John Lewis in the Regiment commanded by 

Col. William Brent in the line of the state of Virginia on the continental establishment, that he continued 

to serve in said Corps until the 1st day of May 1780 when he was discharged from service in the state of 

Virginia at Old Williamsburgh, that he hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension, except the 

present. That his name is not on the roll of any state, except Virginia, and that the following are the 

reasons for not making earlier application Viz He was on the Pension roll under the first law and owing 

to a new valuation of his property he was stricken from the roll, that he filed his declaration again about 

two years ago but owing to untoward circumstances of which this declarant has no control he 

understands that his declaration never reached the proper department.  

[Oath similar to that in the 1820 application follows, with the following new schedule.]  

To sixty acres of land worth $120.00  

To one man worth 30.00  

To 1 cow & yearling calf 7.00  

To six head of sheep 6.00  

To 12 do of shoats 5.00  

To some smith tools 10.00  

$178.00  

This Declarant is by Occupation a blacksmith but by reason of blindness, and other bodily infirmities he is 

unable to pursue it, his family consists of four persons, towit Jane Franklin and Elizabeth Franklin and an 

old negro man who is a cripple, and able to do but little or nothing, his name is bosen, the age of Jane is 

about thirty six and does for herself and the age of Elizabeth is about 19. the old negro man is about 70 

years Henry Franklin  

[The following is in bounty-warrant records in the Library of Virginia.]  

Henry Frankling a Soldier of the 2d Virginia State Regiment having served the term of three years for 

which he was enlisted is hereby discharged the service. Given under my hand at Williamsburg this first day 

of May 1780 Brent Colo.  

A Copy/ Teste/ P Southall  
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NOTE: The file contains a letter from Thomas P. Franklin (S8517) of Hat Creek in Campbell County dated 

24June 1847. 

Jefferson County, TN  
  

John Garretson  
  

  

Southern Campaigns American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters   

Pension application of John Garretson S35962 f18SC   

Transcribed by Will Graves 9/14/08 rev'd 3/8/11 & 7/28/15   
[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database. Where the 
meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or additional notes have been inserted within 
brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it 
represent(s) a guess by me. The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the 
word or phrase in question. Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide 
additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted. I use speech recognition software to make all my 
transcriptions. Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations. Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand  

th eighty six" as "the 8 of June 1786." Please call material errors or 
omissions to my attention.]   

State of Tennessee, Jefferson County: Circuit Court January term 1829   

John Garretson this day presented in open court and amendment to his declaration, in order to be enrolled on the 

pension list of the United States, which said declaration appears to have been recorded in the County Court of said 

County, and which said declaration and amendment are in the words and figures following, to wit:   

State of Tennessee, Jefferson County: March Sessions 1828   
th  

On this 10 day of March in the year of our Lord 1828, personally appeared in open court being a court of record, having the power of fine and imprisonment, and 

being constituted a court of record, by the act of the General assembly of State of Tennessee, John Garrettson aged 71 years, who being first duly sworn according to  
th  st law, doth on his oath make 

the following declaration, in order to obtain the provision made by the acts of Congress of the 18 of March 1818 and the 1 of May 1820, that he the said John 
Garretson enlisted in Georgetown in the State of South Carolina for the term of 3 years or during the war in the month of August 1776, under  

nd  
Captain Peter Horry in the 2 Regiment commanded by Colonel Moultrie [William Moultrie], on the Continental establishment, that I continued to serve in the said  

nd  
Regiment until late in the year 1779 or early in the year 1780 and was then discharged by Colonel Marion [Francis Marion], who then commanded the 2 Regiment 
upon Colonel Moultrie being promoted to a Brigadier General, that this declarant was marched from Georgetown where he enlisted to Charlestown where he joined 
the Regiment from thence to Fort Johnson to repair a Fort and put it in a state of defense, from thence to Sullivan's Island, and was in the battle in defense of that place, 
and continued to serve and was in the battle at Savannah in 1779 in the combined attacked under General Lincoln and Count d'Estaing, and there by the falling of a 
Stockade this declarant had his right arm broken, and at the same time received a rupture with which he has been afflicted ever since, and becomes more troublesome 
as this declarant advances in years and is often unable to stir from his house – And declarant further States that he was discharged solely on the ground of his being 
ruptured, and unfit for the Service, and this declarant now here produces his discharge, signed by Colonel Francis Marion – And in pursuance of the act of  

th the first of May 1820, I do solemnly swear that I was a resident 
Citizen of the United States on the 18 day of March 1818 and that I have not since that time by gift, sale or other wise disposed of my property or any part thereof with 
intent thereby so to diminish it as to bring myself within the provision of an act of Congress entitled  

th  
“an act to provide for certain persons engaged in the land and naval service of the United States in the revolutionary war” passed on the 18 day of March 1818, and that 
I have not nor has any person in trust for me any property, or securities, contracts or debts due to me nor have I any income other than what is contained in the 
schedule hereto annexed and by me subscribed to owing to the rupture received in the battle of Savannah [September 16-October 18, 1779], as taught an English 
school for upwards of 30 years, with his support, but has now become almost unable to attend to that pursuit, unless the school is convenient to his lodging from the 
cause before stated together with a constant   

Rheumatism, both of which become more troublesome as this declarant advances in years. This declarant saith he 

has a wife aged 51, greatly debilitated and almost blind in both her eyes – a son named Freeborn aged 17 –  

Elizabeth a daughter aged 14 –William aged 10 – Benjamin aged 8 – Owen aged 6 and James aged 3. This declarant 

has no real estate  has one horse worth $30.00  two cows worth perhaps 25.00  six hogs say in value 24.00   

$79.00   

S/ John Garretson   

That since 18 March 1818 this declarant states he has made no changes in his property, either by selling or buying 

except it was for the immediate use of his family, and that his property in value is about the same probably a little 

worse, and that in March 1825 he attended the County Court in Jefferson and filed his declaration in order to be 
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placed on the pension list Roll – and that he is not able to tell what became of it, as it was entrusted to the care of 

another person, that he has never received a pension, and doth hereby relinquish every claim to the giving of one 

except the present.   

Sworn to in open court. S/ John Garretson  S/ 

Napoleon B. Bradford, clerk   

[On November 1, 1831, veteran applied in Fayette County Indiana for a transfer of his pension payments to him in 

that County since he has recently removed there. Freeborn Garretson filed an affidavit in support of his father's 

request for a transfer of his pension payments.  

[p 10 appears to be perhaps a discharge but it is completely illegible.]   

Tennessee, Greene County   

This day personally appeared before me a Justice of the peace in and for said County Jacob Cooper aged 73 years 

and made Oath in due form and saith that he is personally acquainted with John Erickson & that in the year 1776 he 

was well acquainted with said Garretson in the Army of the Revolution at which time Garretson had Enlisted as a  

nd private soldier for 

and during the War and then belonged to Captain Horry's Company in the 2 Regiment of South Carolina in the 

Continental line and that late in the year 1779 he saw said Garretson in Charleston South Carolina about the time of 

his being discharged in consequence of having his arm broke and being ruptured which rendered him said Garretson 

unfit for military service. Also that he believes said Garretson had his arm broke and was that he was ruptured in the 

attack made by General Lincoln in conjunction with the French Army on the Town of Savannah in the State of 

Georgia as he is confident said Garretson was in that Action – and to the best of his Recollection the above stated 

facts are true.   

Sworn to and subscribed or me this 16 January 1829.   

S/ Jacob Cooper   

[Attested by Moses M. Wilson, JP]  

Jefferson County Tennessee  

[p 15]  

This day Personally appeared before me Christopher Harris and made oath and saith that he is personally 

acquainted with John Garretson and to the best of his knowledge and recollection that in the year  

1778 or 1779 said Garretson was in the Army of the Revolution and believes that said Garretson was a private 

Soldier, and belonged to the 2  

nd Regiment of South Carolina in the Continental line and that he also understood from good authority that said 

Garretson was ruptured in the Siege an attack made by General Lincoln in Junction with the French Army on 

the Town of Savannah in the State of Georgia in the fall of 1779 and was discharged as being rendered unfit 

for the Service.  

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 23rd day of December 1828.  

S/ Jos. B. M. Reese, JP S/ Charles Harris  

[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $8 per month commencing February 11, 1829, for service as a private for 3 

years in the South Carolina Continental line.]   
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State of Tennessee   

Jefferson County Circuit Court January 1829   

John Garretson this day presented in open court an amendment to his declaration in order to be 

placed on the pension list of the United States; which said declaration appears to have been recorded 

in the County Court of Said County, and which said declaration and amendment are in the words and 

figures following to wit:  

State of Tennessee   

Jefferson County March Session 1828.   

On the tenth day of March in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty eight, 

personally appeared in open court being a court of record having the power of the fine and 

imprisonment, and being constituted a court of record by the act of the General Assembly of State of 

Tennessee, John Garretson aged seventy one years, who being first sworn according to Law doth on 

his oath make the following declaration, in order to obtain the provision made by the acts of 

Congress of the 18 of March 1818 and the 1st of May 1820 that he the said John Garretson enlisted 

in Georgetown in the state of South Carolina for the term of three years or during the war in the 

month of August 1776 under Captain Peter Henry in the Second regiment commanded by Colo. 

Moultrie in the continental establishment that I continued to serve the said Regiment until late in the 

year 1779 or early in the year 1780 and was then discharged by Colo. Marion, who then commanded 

the Second Regiment, upon Colo. Moultries being promoted to a Brigadier General, that this 

declarant was marched from Georgetown where he enlisted to Charlestown where he joined his 

Regiment from thence to Fort Johnson to repair a Fort and put it in a state of defense, from thence to 

Sulivans Island, and was in the battle in defense of that place and continued to serve and was in the 

battle at Savannah in 1779 in the combined attack under Genl. Lincoln and Count de Estaing and 

there by the falling of a stockade this declarant had his right arm broken and at the same time 

received a rupture with which he has been afflicted ever since and becomes more troublesome as this 

declarant advances in years and is often unable to stir from his house.   

And declarant further states that he was discharged solely on the ground of his being ruptured and 

unfit for the service and this declarant now here produces his discharge signed by Colo. Francis 

Marion. And in pursuance of the act of the 1st of May 1820 I do solemnly swear that I was a resident 

citizen of the United States on the 18 day of March 1818 and that I have not since that time by gift, 

sale or in any manner disposed of my property or any part thereof with intent there by so to diminish 

it as to bring myself within the provisions of an Act of Congress entitled "An Act to Provide for 

certain persons engaged in the land and naval service of the United States on the Revolutionary war" 

passed the 18 day of March 1818 and that I have not nor has any person in trust for me any property 

or securities, contracts or debts due to me, nor have I any income other than what is contained in the 

schedule annexed and by me subscribed - this declarant owing to the rupture received in the battle at 

Savannah, has taught an English School for upwards of thirty years for his support but has now 

become almost unable to attend to that pursuit, unless the school is convenient to his lodgings from 

the cause before stated together with a constant Rheumatism, both of which become more 

troublesome as this declarant advances in years - This delcarant saith he has a wife aged fifty one, 

greatly debilitated and almost blind in both her eyes - a son named Freeborn aged 17 - Elizabeth a 

daughter aged 14 - William aged 10 - Benjamin aged 8 - Owen aged 6 and James aged 3 - This 

declarant has no real estate -  has one horse worth $30.00  Two cows worth perhaps $25.00   

Six hogs say in value $24.00   

$79.00   

John Garretson   
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That since the 18 of March 1818 this declarant states he has made no changes in his property either 

by selling or buying except it was for the immediate use of his family and that his property in value 

is about the same probably a little worse and that in March 1828 he attended the county court in 

Jefferson and filed his declaration in order to be placed on the pension list roll - and that he is not 

able to tell what became of it, as it was entrusted to the care of another person, that he had never 

received a pension and doth hereby relinquish every claim to the getting of one except the present.   

  

Sworn to in open court   

Napoleon B. Bradford CK John Garretson   

State of Indiana   

Fayette County   

On the first day of November 1831. Before me Moses Fay a justice of the peace within and for the 

county and state aforesaid personally came John Garretson who on his oath declared that he is the 

same person who formerly belonged to the company commanded by Captain Peter Henry in the 

regiment commanded by Col. Francis Marion in the service of the United States, that his name was 

placed on the pension roll of the State of Tennessee from which he has lately removed - That he now 

resides in the State of Indiana in the said County of Fayette where he desires to remain and wished 

his pension to be there payable in future. The following are his reasons for removing from Tennessee 

to Indiana the most of his family had previously removed and he is now old and infirm and believed 

it would better his situation to follow them and settle in with them, and further saith not.  John 

Garretson  

  

Sworn and subscribed to before me on the day and year afsd [aforesaid].   

Moses Fay Justice of the Peace   

State of Indiana   

Fayette County   

Before me Moses Fay a Justice of the Peace within and for said County personally appeared  

Freeborn Garretson of lawful age who after being duly sworn deposeth and saith that the said John 

Garretson who deposed to the above affidavit is the same identical pensioner described in the above 

affidavit and that he now holds the original certificate in his possession. Sworn and subscribed to 

before me this 1st day of November 1831 and I certify that I varily believe that said witness is a man 

of veracity to wit, the said Freeborn Garretson.   

Freeborn Garretson  

(Reminder attests that Moses Fay is an officer of the court)  

    

Jefferson County, TN  

  

Isaac Grant  
  

  

Southern Campaigns American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters   

Pension application of Isaac Grant R4196 f35NC   

Transcribed by Will Graves 8/23/08 rev'd 9/23/15   
[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database. Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me. The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question. Only materials pertinent to the 
military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events 
are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, 
and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted. I use speech recognition software to make all my 
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transcriptions. Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all 
misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software 
transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8 th of June 1786." Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.]   

State of Tennessee, Jefferson County: SS   

On this 5th day of March 1849 personally appeared before me David Grant an acting Justice of the 

peace in and for the County and State aforesaid Isaac Grant a resident of the County of Jefferson and 

State of Tennessee, aged about Eighty five years, who being first duly sworn according to law doth 

on his oath make the following Declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress 

passed June 7th, 1832.   

That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers and served as 

herein stated. That he served as a private three tours under General Charles McDowell and Colonel 

Joseph McDowell that he served the first tour against the British the second tour he served in Captain 

Samuel Woods Company and marched from Berk [sic, Burke] County in North Carolina (where he 

resided when he entered the service each tour) to the Cherokee Nation on Tennessee River and 

marched to the different towns and was in several engagements with the Indians, in which several 

Indians were killed the third tour he served in Captain John McDowell's Company marched from 

Burke County North Carolina to the Cherokee Nation and through a portion of the nation on each 

side of the Tennessee River was in two or three engagements with the Indians killed several and took 

some prisoners and after he returned from the third tour he was engaged seven weeks at a garrison 

guarding the frontiers of North Carolina against the Cherokee Indians, and received pay for the last 

named service from John Carson who was the pay master. That he does not recollect the precise time 

when he entered the service nor dates when he left the same but recollects it was near the close of the 

revolutionary War when he was called into service. That he was drafted and served three tours on 

Horseback. That he cannot positively swear as to the precise length of his service, but according to 

the best of his recollection he served not less than nine months and for such service he claims a 

pension. That the reason why he did not make application before was that he had made an agreement 

with Richard Lanning to prosecute his claim who has neglected to attend to it.   

That he has no documentary evidence and that he knows of no person whose testimony he can 

procure who can testify to his service.   

He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declares 

that his name is not on the pension roll of the Agency of any State.   

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid.   

S/ David Grant, JP  S/ 

Isaac Grant  

[Y. J. Morris, she clergyman, and D. J. Tribbue [?] gave the standard supporting affidavit.]   

When and in what year were you born?   

Ans: From the best information I was born in Maryland, but do not know in what year.   

Have you any record of your age and if so where is it?   

Ans: I have never had any record of my age.   

Where were you living when called into service: where have you lived since the Revolutionary War 

and where do you now live?   

Ans: I was living in Burke County in the State of North Carolina when called into service and have 

lived in Knox, Grainger and Jefferson and the State of Tennessee and now reside in Jefferson County 

Tennessee.   

How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer or were you a substitute, and 

if in substitute, for whom?   

Ans: I was drafted.   

Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom was it given and what has 

become of it?   
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Ans: I don't recollect of ever receiving any discharge. If I did they have been lost.   

7th State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who can 

testify as to your character for veracity and their belief in your services as a soldier in the revolution.   

Ans: The Rev'd Y. J. Morris and D. J. Tribbue.   

I do hereby certify that Isaac Grant the above named applicant is unable from bodily infirmity to 

attend court.   

S/ David Grant, JP  

  

[p 16]   

State of Tennessee, Jefferson County   

On this 4th day of October 1850, personally appeared before me Edward B. Snoddy an acting Justice 

of the peace in and for the County and State aforesaid duly authorized by law to administer oaths 

Isaac Grant of said County, aged about Eighty six years who being first duly sworn according to law, 

doth on his oath make the following statements (viz.)   

That when he was about seven years of age he was bound by indenture to William Moore of Burke 

County in the State of North Carolina who was by that agreement entitled to his labor until he 

attained the age of 21 years consequently he considered him entitled to his wages for any service that 

he rendered in the Army during that time, and when there was a call for soldiers said Moore attended 

the drafts for him, to see that he was called into the service according to his turn, and that he believes 

that he Moore received his wages, in the form of specie certificates, as stated in the certificate of the 

Comptroller of the State of North Carolina which certificate is filed with his declaration and other 

papers in the war department, he further states that he served three tours, but does not recollect the 

length of either, nor which tour either of the above named certificates was intended to cover, and 

from the fact that he did not receive his wages himself he cannot tell what disposition was made of 

those certificates, he further states that the names of the officers under whom he served are correctly 

set forth in his original declaration.   

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid.   

S/Isaac Grant   

S/ E. B. Snoddy, JP  

  

  

  

  

  

[p 32]   

State of Tennessee Jefferson County   
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Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters   

Pension application of Robert Hambel (Hamble) R4502 f25VA   

Transcribed by Will Graves 2/4/14   
[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database. Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me. The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question. Only materials pertinent to the 
military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events 
are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, 
and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted. I use speech recognition software to make all my 
transcriptions. Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all 
misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software 
transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8 th of June 1786." Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.]   

State of Tennessee Jefferson County SS   

On this 11th day of September A.D. 1832 personally appeared in Open Court before the Justices of 

our Court of Pleas and quarter Sessions of said County of Jefferson Robert Hamble resident of the 

County of Jefferson State aforesaid aged eighty-seven years who being first duly sworn according to 

law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of 

Congress passed June 7, 1832. That he entered the Service of the United States under the following 

named Officers, and served as herein stated. That he the said Robert Hamble at the age of twenty-six 

years, was drafted (first) for the term of three months, to wit on the __ day of __ 1774 (the month and 

day not recollected) at Lexington in the State of Virginia in Colonel Lewis is Regiment and in 

Captain Samuel McDowell's Company and from thence he was marched to the mouth of the 

Carnorway [Kanawha?] River, where he was in an engagement with the Indians, and after having 

served out the term of time for which he was drafted he was discharged at a place known by the 

Levels in Greenbrier County Virginia.   

And afterwards to wit in the year 1775 as this declarant believes the precise day & date not 

recollected he was again drafted into the Service of the United States for two months to wit at 

Portsmouth in the State of Virginia under General Muhlenburgh [Peter Muhlenberg] and was in a 

company commanded by Captain James Buchannan, thence he was marched below Richmond where 

he was engaged in Several Skirmishes with the British & was then marched back to Richmond,  

Virginia where he was discharged having served the term for which he was drafted,   

And afterwards to wit on the __ day of __ the day month & year this declarant does not recollect was 

drafted into the Service of the United States to wit at Lexington in the State of Virginia for three 

months, was attached to Colonel John Bowyers Regiment and the company commanded by Captain 

Gray, thence he was marched to Fredericksburg, thence to Richmond thence to Williamsburg & 

thence to little York where he was discharged having served three months making in all eight 

months, this declarant states that he never received a discharge for any of his Services as above 

stated.   

I hereby relinquish every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, and declare that 

my name is not on the Pension Roll of the Agency of any State.   

The following questions and answers were made by the Court now in session to wit   

QuestionWhere and in what year were you born   

Answer I was born in the County of Down Ireland in the year 1745, and immigrated to America at 

the age of 23 years.   

Question. Have you any record of your age and if so where is it.  

Answer. I have no record of my age.   

Question Where were you living when called into Service where have you lived since the 

Revolutionary War and where do you now live.   

Question. When I was called into the Service of the United States, I lived in Rockbridge County in 

the State of Virginia, within four miles of Lexington – After the Revolutionary War was over, I lived 
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in the State of Virginia for eighteen months – thence I removed to Greene County Tennessee where I 

resided fourteen years, thence he removed from Greene County Tennessee to Jefferson County 

Tennessee, where he now resides.   

Question How were you called into Service, were you drafted, did you volunteer or were you a  

Substitute, and if a Substitute for whom   

Answer. I was drafted into the Service of the United States at each term of service.   

Question. State the names of some of the Regular Officers who were with the troops where you 

served, Such Continental and militia Regiments as you can recollect, and the general circumstances 

of your Service.   

Answer. In my first tour of duty it was in Colonel Lewis's Regiment and in Captain McDowell's 

company, 2nd, under General Muhlenberg – & Captain James Buchannan, 3rd Colonel John Boyers  

Regiment and Captain Gray's Company –   

Question Did you ever receive a discharge from the Service and if so by whom was it given, and 

what has become of it   

answer. I never did receive a discharge from any of my Services   

Question State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood & who 

can testify as to your character for veracity and good behavior, your services as a Soldier of the 

Revolution.   

Answer as to my character for veracity and good behavior I can prove it by the Reverend Andrew 

Gass and Valentine Vanhooser [?] and as to my services as a Soldier of the Revolution I have no 

person and that I know of to prove it.   

Sworn to & subscribed in open court the day & date above written.   

S/ Joseph Hamilton, Clerk S/ Robert Hambel, X his mark   

[Andrew Gass, a clergyman, and Valentine Vanhoozer gave the standard supporting affidavit.]  [p 9: 

On the first Monday in January 1855 in Jefferson County Tennessee, Alexander Hambel, one of the 

heirs and legal representatives of Robert Hambel made application for a pension under the 1832 act 

supplementing the application earlier made by Robert Hambel; the affiant states that he is the son 

and legal heir of Robert Hambel deceased; that his father was born in County Down in Ireland and 

immigrated to America landing at the City of Baltimore Maryland in 1771; that his father served in 

the Virginia militia in the Regiment commanded by Colonel Andrew Lewis; that his father later 

served in the company commanded by Captain Tedford and another company commanded by David 

Gray and finally in a company commanded by Captain James Buchannan; that his father died 

December 6, 1838 in Jefferson County Tennessee leaving the following legal heirs, Andrew, Robert 

and Alenanon [Alexander?]1 him surviving (John, Jane, William, James and Elizabeth being dead at 

the time their father died).  

    

Jefferson County, TN  

  

John Hasket  
  

  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements   

Pension application of John Hasket S4317 fn11NC   

Transcribed by Will Graves rev'd 4/24/11   

[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease 
of reading and to facilitate searches of the database. Where the meaning is not compromised by 

adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or additional 

notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks 
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in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a 
guess by me. Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events 

have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 

genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related 
solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information 

have been omitted. I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions. Such software 

misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch 
all misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words 
are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as  

th  

"the 8 of June 1786." Please call errors or omissions to my attention.]   

State of Tennessee, Jefferson County   
th  

On this 10 day of December A.D. 1833 personally appeared in Open Court, before the worshipful the 

Justices of Said Court, Sitting as a Court of & for Record John Hasket a resident of the County of 

Jefferson and State aforesaid aged 81 years, who being first duly sworn, according to law, doth on 

his oath make the following declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the Provision made by the 

Act of Congress passed June 7, 1832.   

And that he entered the Service of the United States in the year 1776. The day and month not 

recollected as a volunteer in Captain Rhalf Low's [sic, Ralph Lowe's ?] Company, was commanded 

by Colonel Litterell [sic, John Luttrell], Rendezvoused at the Barracks in Rockingham County North  

Carolina where he was stationed & kept in service guarding the frontier against the Ravages of the 

Tories for four months – when he was discharged – he received a discharge signed by Colonel 

Luttrell which he has mislaid or lost.   

And afterwards to wit in the year 1777, the day and month not recollected, (but it was in the Spring 

Season of the Same year) He again entered the Service of the United States as a Volunteer attached 

himself to a company commanded by Captain Priestly [Paisley?] also Colonel Dugan, rendezvoused 

at Guilford Court House North Carolina, then he was marched to a place called the Sand Hills where 

he remained some time thence to Bare Creek [sic, Bear Creek?], thence to Richland Creek when he 

was in several skirmishes with the Tories thence he was marched home, having been in Service four 

months, received a discharge signed by Colonel Dugan which has been mislaid or lost.   

And afterwards to wit in the year 1779, the day & month not now recollected, He again entered the  

Service of the United States as a Volunteer, enrolled himself in Captain Gray's company of Cavalry - 

was commanded by Major Sharp and Colonel Dugan– Rendezvoused at the House of Major Sharp, 

thence he was marched to the Great Swamp, which was inhabited by the Tories and British, where he 

was Stationed for some time, thence he returned to Major Sharp's in Randolph County in North 

Carolina, where he was Stationed for some time thence to the Sand Hills where he was stationed for 

several weeks & was in several engagements against the Tories – and having been in service six 

months he was discharged he received a discharge Signed by Colonel Dugan, which he has lost.  And 

afterwards to wit in the year 1780, the day and month not recollected, He again Volunteered & 

entered the Service of the United States attached to Captain Duggan's company, was commanded by 

Major Sharp and Colonel Luttrell. Rendezvoused at the House of Major Sharp in Randolph County  

North Carolina thence he was marched, near to Fayetteville North Carolina thence he was marched to  

William Bellis' where he was stationed for some time, thence back to Major Sharp's thence to the 

Sand Hills where he was engaged in a Severe battle with the Tories & British, then he was marched 

to Major Sharp's where he was discharged having been in Service six months, received a discharge 

signed by Colonel Luttrell which has been lost.   

He hereby relinquishes every Claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, and he 

declares that his name is not on the Pension roll of any agency in any State. The following questions 

and interrogatories were propounded to the applicant by the Court:   
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Question: When and in what year were you born?   

Answer – I was born in Pasquotank County in the State of North Carolina in the year 1752, as he has 

been informed.   

Question: Have you any record of you age and if so, where is it?   

Answer: I have no record of my age.   

Question: Where were you living when called into service? Where have you lived since the 

Revolutionary War and where do you now live?   

Answer: When called into Service I was living in Randolph County North Carolina, from thence I 

removed to Sevier County Tennessee thence to Jefferson County Tennessee where I now live.  

Question: How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer, or were you a 

substitute and if so for whom did you substitute?   

Answer: I served as a Volunteer.   

Question: State the names of some of the Regular Officers who were with the troops where you 

served, such Continental and Militia Regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of 

your service.  

Answer: I served under the following Officers to wit Captains Low, Dugan, Priesley & Gray   

-- Majors & Colonels – Major Sharp, Colonel Luttrell, Colonel Dugan   

[Question omitted: Did you ever receive a discharge from the service; and if so by whom was it 

given; and what has become of it?]   

Question: State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood, and 

who can testify to your character for veracity and good behavior and your services as a Soldier of the 

Revolution.   

Answer: I can prove my character for veracity & good behavior, I the Reverend John Lockert a 

minister of the Gospel and Valentine Vanhooser Esq. and my Services as a Soldier of the Revolution 

I can prove the same by William Frazier a citizen of Jefferson County.   
th  

Sworn to & subscribed in open Court 10 December A.D. 1833.   

S/ Joseph Hamilton, Jr. Clerk S/ John Hasket, X his mark   

[John Lockart, a clergyman and Valentine Vanhoozer gave the standard supporting affidavit.]   

State of Tennessee, Jefferson County   

This day personally appeared in Open Court, now Sitting, William Frazier a reparable witness aged 

69, who being duly Sworn – deposes & saith that he is personally acquainted with John Hasket 

whose name is subscribed to the foregoing declaration, and was acquainted with him in the  

Revolutionary War, that he believes him to be 81 years of age, that this deponent was living in  

Randolph County in North Carolina, that he saw the said John Hasket in Service in the United States  

– at different & repeated periods – and that he believes he Served – the different tours of duty as 

stated in his declaration -- & further says that from his personal acquaintance with the said John 

Hasket – he is bound to say his statement is entitled to full credit.   

Sworn to & subscribed the day & date above written in open court.  S/ 

Joseph Hamilton, Jr., Clerk S/ William Frazier  



Revolutionary War Gravesite’s of Knox and Surrounding Counties  

286  

  

 
Jefferson County, TN  

  

William Hays  
  

  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters   

Pension application ofWilliam Hays S38797 f24VA   

Transcribed by Will Graves 3/7/14   
[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database. Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or 
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additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me. The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question. Only materials pertinent to the 
military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional informat ion on these events 
are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, 
and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted. I use speech recognition software to make all my 
transcriptions. Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all 
misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the  

th software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty 
six" as "the 8 of June 1786." Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.]   

State of Tennessee Knox County   
th  

On this 19 day of May 1818 before me the subscriber one of the Judges of the Circuit Courts for & in said State personally appeared  
William Hays aged Sixty years resident in the County of Jefferson in said State who being by me first duly sworn according to law doth on his 
oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the provision made by the late act of Congress entitled "An act to provide for certain 
persons engaged in the Land and Naval Service of the United States in the Revolutionary War" – That he the said William Hays enlisted in the 
year 1778 in the State of Virginia in the company commanded by Captain William Cunningham of the first Virginia Regiment commanded by 
Colonel Richard Parker – that he continued to serve in the said Corps or service of the United States until the expiration of twelve months the 
time for which he entered said service and was discharged at Middlebrook in the State of New Jersey or New York in the year 1779, that he was 
in no battle while in the regular service – But was afterwards in the battle of Gilford [Guilford County Court House, March 15, 1781] and at the 
siege of York as a militia man – that he has lost his discharge – that he never has been a pensioner that he does hereby relinquish all claim 
whatever to pension heretofore provided for except by the late act of Congress under which he applies.   

That he is in reduced circumstances and stands in need of the assistance of his country for support, 

and that he has no other evidence now in his power of his said services.   

Sworn & declared before me   

S/ Edw. Scott, Judge S/ Wm Hays  

  

State of Tennessee Jefferson County  

At a Circuit Court of law opened and held for the said County of Jefferson at the Court house in  

Dandridge on the third Monday in July (being the 20) 1820 before the Honorable Samuel Powell 

Esquire Judge of said Court personally appeared in Open Court, being a Court of record (having 

the power of fine and imprisonment and also having been made a court of record by the laws of 

said State) for the said County William Hays aged sixty-three years 4th day of March last, 

resident in the County of Jefferson aforesaid, who being duly sworn according to law doth on his 

oath declare that he served in the Revolutionary war as follows: He enlisted in Bedford County 

State of Virginia under Captain James Dickson first Virginia Regiment, Continental line, 

commanded by Colonel Richard Parker, General Mhulenburgh's [Peter  

Muhlenberg] brigade and marched under Captain Dickson to the Western Country, against the  

Cherokee Indians, where he served nine months and eleven days – he afterwards enlisted under 

Captain William Cunningham, and marched to the northward, and served twelve months, 

afterwards he served a number of Towers [tours] in the militia and was discharged as stated in 

his former declaration to which he refers. And I do solemnly swear that I was a resident Citizen 

of the United States on the 18  

th day of March 1818 and that I have not since that time by gift, sale or in any manner whatever 

disposed of my property or any part thereof with intent thereby so to diminish it as to bring 

myself within the provision of an act of Congress entitled “an act to provide for certain persons 

engaged in the land and naval service of the United States in the revolutionary war” passed on 

the 18th day of March 1818, and that I have not nor has any person in trust for me any property, 

or securities, contracts or debts due to me nor have I any income other than what is contained in 

the schedule hereto annexed and by me subscribed  

One cow worth $10 $10.00  

Nine head of hogs worth 16.50  

2 Par [pair] shear ploughs worth 7.00  

1 Hoe .75  
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Some books worth 40.00  

1 Mattock 1.25  

2 axes worth 2.75  

1 Iron Wedge worth 1.00  

1 shot gun worth 5.00  

1 Do Do 10.00  

$90.25  

S/ William Hays  

The declarant further states that he is by occupation a farmer, and illy able to pursue it, being 

decripped [sic] in the right arm and left shoulder. He has a wife Nancy fifty-seven years of 

age and is infirm One daughter Mary about twenty-four years of age enjoys tolerable health [p 

23]  

State of Tennessee Jefferson County  

On this 15th day of December 1818 personally appears before me James Doherty one of the  

Justices and Judges of the County Court of said County and Court of Quorum Nicholas Davis1 & 

Henry Franklin2 and made oath in due form of law that they were both regular soldiers in the 

service of the United States in the year 1778 & 1779 that the said Davis was the messmate of the 

within named William Hays, that the said William was for one year a regular Soldier in the first 

Virginia Regiment commanded by Colonel Richard Parker in Captain Cunningham's company 

and that said William Hays is in indigent circumstances & needs the assistance of his country for 

support they verily believe.  

State of Tennessee Jefferson County  

At a Circuit Court of law opened and held for the said County of Jefferson at the Court house in  

Dandridge on the third Monday in July (being the 20) 1820 before the Honorable Samuel Powell 

Esquire Judge of said Court personally appeared in Open Court, being a Court of record (having 

the power of fine and imprisonment and also having been made a court of record by the laws of 

said State) for the said County William Hays aged sixty-three years 4th day of March last, 

resident in the County of Jefferson aforesaid, who being duly sworn according to law doth on his 

oath declare that he served in the Revolutionary war as follows: He enlisted in Bedford County 

State of Virginia under Captain James Dickson first Virginia Regiment, Continental line, 

commanded by Colonel Richard Parker, General Mhulenburgh's [Peter  

Muhlenberg] brigade and marched under Captain Dickson to the Western Country, against the  

Cherokee Indians, where he served nine months and eleven days – he afterwards enlisted under 

Captain William Cunningham, and marched to the northward, and served twelve months, 

afterwards he served a number of Towers [tours] in the militia and was discharged as stated in 

his former declaration to which he refers. And I do solemnly swear that I was a resident Citizen 

of the United States on the 18  

th day of March 1818 and that I have not since that time by gift, sale or in any manner whatever 

disposed of my property or any part thereof with intent thereby so to diminish it as to bring 

myself within the provision of an act of Congress entitled “an act to provide for certain persons 

engaged in the land and naval service of the United States in the revolutionary war” passed on 

the 18th day of March 1818, and that I have not nor has any person in trust for me any property, 

or securities, contracts or debts due to me nor have I any income other than what is contained in 

the schedule hereto annexed and by me subscribed  

One cow worth $10 $10.00  

Nine head of hogs worth 16.50  
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2 Par [pair] shear ploughs worth 7.00  

1 Hoe .75  

Some books worth 40.00  

1 Mattock 1.25  

2 axes worth 2.75  

1 Iron Wedge worth 1.00  

1 shot gun worth 5.00  

1 Do Do 10.00  

$90.25  

S/ William Hays  

The declarant further states that he is by occupation a farmer, and illy able to pursue it, being 

decripped [sic] in the right arm and left shoulder. He has a wife Nancy fifty-seven years of 

age and is infirm One daughter Mary about twenty-four years of age enjoys tolerable health [p 

23]  

State of Tennessee Jefferson County  

On this 15th day of December 1818 personally appears before me James Doherty one of the  

Justices and Judges of the County Court of said County and Court of Quorum Nicholas Davis1 & 

Henry Franklin2 and made oath in due form of law that they were both regular soldiers in the 

service of the United States in the year 1778 & 1779 that the said Davis was the messmate of the 

within named William Hays, that the said William was for one year a regular Soldier in the first 

Virginia Regiment commanded by Colonel Richard Parker in Captain Cunningham's company 

and that said William Hays is in indigent circumstances & needs the assistance of his country for 

support they verily believe.  
1 Nicholas Davis W30  
2 Henry Franklin S38713  

State of Tennessee Jefferson County  

This day personally appeared before me James Doherty one of the Judges & Justices of the Court 

– Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions for the County of Jefferson aforesaid Nicholas Davis a 

resident of the County aforesaid who maketh oath in due form (in addition to his former 

Certificate) that the first Virginia Regiment was commanded by Colonel Richard Parker in the 

year 1778 & 1779 and the said William Hays was a Regular soldier for one year during that time 

and at Middlebrook he was honorably discharged and afterwards the said Colonel Richard 

Parker was ordered to go to the South & take command of the eighteen months men that was to 

march from the State of Virginia to the southward & in Charleston in an engagement he was 

killed and further this Deponent states that he is well acquainted with William Hays mentioned 

in the foregoing Certificates and do certify that he is in Indigent circumstances & needs the 

assistance of his Country.  

Sworn to & subscribed before me the 27 October A.D. 1819  

S/ Jas Doherty S/ Nicholas Davis  
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Jefferson County, TN  

  

John Henry  
  

  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters   

Pension application of John Henry S1767 f15VA   

Transcribed by Will Graves 3/16/14   
[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database. Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or 
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additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me. The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question. Only materials pertinent to the 
military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events 
are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, 
and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted. I use speech recognition software to make all my 
transcriptions. Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all 
misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the  

th software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty 
six" as "the 8 of June 1786." Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.]   

State of Tennessee Jefferson County: SS   
th  

On this 11 day of September A.D. 1832 personally appeared in Open Court before the Justices of the Court of Pleas and quarter Sessions of 

said County now sitting John Henry a resident of the County of Jefferson aforesaid and State of Tennessee aged Seventy-one years who being 
first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June  

th  
7 1832. That he entered the service of the United States under the following named Officers and served as herein stated: That he the said John 
Henry at the age of sixteen years volunteered first for the term of three months to wit on the __ day of __ in the year 1777 (the month and date not 
recollected) in the State of Virginia in the Company commanded by Captain Abraham Linkhorn [Abraham Lincoln] and Colonel Harris as 
Commandant against the Dollway [Delaware?] Indians, that he entered the service at Bucks Gap on the Shenandoah River in Rockingham County 
from thence he was marched to the South Branch of the Potomac River, then to the Monongahela River, then to the Ohio River and crossed it, 
where he was engaged for some time in building a Fort, thence he was marched to the Muskingum alias Tuscarora River, where he was kept 
employed in building a Stockade Fort at which place the term of service expired for which he volunteered, and he returned home, together with 
the whole company.   

And afterwards to wit the precise day & date this deponent does not recollect, he entered the Service 

of the United States as a Substitute for a man by the name of Rafe Laverty and was attached to a 

Company commanded by Captain William Smith at Harrisburg in the State of Virginia, thence I was 

marched to Tigers Valley [Tygart Valley], thence to Buckhannan [Buchanan], thence to the West 

fork, where I acted as a guard until the expiration of the 3 months when I was discharged.  And 

afterwards to wit on the __ day of __ the day & date this deponent does not recollect – having no 

record in which he could refresh his recollection he volunteered & entered the service of the United 

States against the British and attached himself to a Company under Captain George Baxter & 

commanded by Colonel Nall [perhaps, Col. William Nolle or Nail] & Major G. Hamilton [Gawen  

Hamilton], at Harrisburg in the State of Virginia, thence he was marched to Richmond, thence across  
1 

James River, thence to Edwards Nose [?] , at the great bridge Swamp, where he was stationed within 

three quarters of a mile of the British post, where he was engaged in several small skirmishes with the 

Indians British, thence he was marched to the Qurak [?]2 Mills, where he was discharged having 

served three months, making in all nine months, that he has served as a volunteer & substitute in 

the service of the United States; This declarant further states that he never received a discharge 

for any of the services above stated.  

He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and 

declares that my name is not on the Pension roll of the agency of any state.  

The following questions & answers are made by the Court now in session to wit  

1. Where and in what year were you born  

Answer, I was born May [indecipherable] 17[indecipherable]3 in Rockingham County Virginia 2. 

Have you any record of your age and if so where is it  

Answer, I have a record of my age, it is in my own possession.  

3. Where were you living when called into Service, were you drafted, or did you volunteer, or 

were you a substitute and if a substitute for whom  

Answer, When I was called into service I lived in Rockingham County State of Virginia – I was 

out on two campaigns as a volunteer, and one as a Substitute for Rafe Laverty  

4. Question where have you lived since the Revolutionary War  

Answer Part of my time in Rockingham County Virginia, and the residue of my time in Jefferson  

County Tennessee where I now reside –  
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5. State the names of some of the Regular Officers who were with the Troops where you served. 

Answer. My first campaign against the Dolloway Indians, general McIntosh – Colonel Harris 

– and Captain Abraham Linkhorn. The Second as a Substitute under Captain William Smith – 

the Third – Colonel Nall, Major G. Hamilton & Captain George Baxter.  

6. Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so by whom was it given; and what 

has become of it –  

answer, I did not receive a discharge from any person for the services I rendered –  

7. State the names of the persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood, and 

who can testify as to your character for veracity and good behavior, your Services as a Soldier 

of the Revolution.  

Answer. I know of no person except my brother Hugh Henry, that I can prove my services by, 

and as to my character for veracity &c I could mention sundry persons, but I wish those persons 

appointed by the Court now in Session – which will be shown by an affidavit hereto annexed.  

Sworn to & subscribed in open Court the day & year first above written.  

S/ Joseph Hamilton, Clerk S/ John Henry  

[Hugh Martin and John McCampbell were appointed by the court and gave the standard supporting 

affidavit.]  

  

May 10, 1766?  
th  

On this 11 day of September A.D. 1832 personally appeared Hugh Henry aged sixty years 

before the Justices of our Court of Pleas and quarter Sessions now sitting for Jefferson County 

and made oath in due form of law that John Henry whose signature appears to the foregoing 

declaration, is his brother, that they both lived in the State of Virginia, at the same time, and the 

above declaration being read to him, this Deponent saith that the services therein mentioned 

was performed by the said John Henry at the time and in the manner therein described.  Sworn 

to & subscribed in open court the day & date above written.   

S/ Hugh Henry  

  
th 

[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $30 per annum commencing March 4 , 1831, for service as 

a private for 9 months in the Virginia militia.]  

    

Jefferson County, TN  

  

Timothy Holdway  
  

  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters   

Pension application of Timothy Holdway S2630 fn21NC   

Transcribed by Will Graves 5/10/11   

[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease 

of reading and to facilitate searches of the database. Where the meaning is not compromised by 

adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or additional 
notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks 

in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a 

guess by me. Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events 
have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
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genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related 
solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information 

have been omitted. I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions. Such software 

misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch 
all misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words 
are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as  

th  

"the 8 of June 1786." Please call errors or omissions to my attention.]   

State of Tennessee County of Jefferson: SS: July 1833   

On this 6th day of July personally appeared before me John Hodges a Justice of the Peace of Jefferson 

County Timothy Holdaway [sic], a resident of the County of Jefferson and State of Tennessee aged 
eighty-eight years, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the following 
declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7th, 1832.   

That the Declarant, Timothy Holdway was born in Culpeper County Virginia on the 25th of December 

1744. About the commencement of the Revolution, year not recollected, he removed to Wilkes County, 
North Carolina on the Yadkin River – where he lived that part of the next two years, in which he was 

not employed in the Revolutionary War – thence he moved to Watauga River where he lived that part 

of the two following years, in which he was not in actual Service, as a Soldier of the Revolution. 
Thence he moved to Bent Creek, one of the branches of the Nolachuckey [Nolichucky] River – where 

he now lives. This Deponent volunteered in Captain John Cleveland's Company of volunteers, what 

year, this deponent, from extreme old age and loss of memory, cannot recollect. The rendezvous of the 
Company was at Pleasant Gardens on the Catawba River. Captain J Cleveland's Company with other 

companies were under the command of Colonel Jack Sevier [John Sevier]; Major Morgan was the 

Major. We were marched over the blue Ridge and encamped the first night on the head of Swanino 
[Swannanoa River], kept down Swannanoa, encamped on it the next night, crossed Cany Creek on the 

third day on the fourth day arrived at Over Hill [Over Hill] Town on the Tennessee River. We were 
marched to the Cowee Towns, where we had a skirmish with the Indians. We were then divided – one 

company was selected to go round the mountain under Colonel Sevier. Another body of men marched 

over the mountain. Some of these men were killed. The main body remained at the Cowee Towns. In 
the skirmish, we had at the Cowee Towns before taking possession, we had one man wounded, the 

bullet passing through his foot. We burnt thirteen towns, and killed some Indians. We were then 
marched back, by the same route we came, to the   

Pleasant Gardens. We were engaged two months in this expedition. The Deponent in a short time how 

long does not recollect, again volunteered under Captain John Cleveland and marched under him to 
Carter's Station where he remained three months guarding the frontiers. Carter's Station they on the 

Watauga River at its confluence with Doe River. At the end of three months the Indians came in to 

treat with the whites, and our company was marched up to the long Islands [Long Islands] of Holson 
[Holston] River where the Indians treated with Colonel Sevier. After the treaty this deponent together 

with the other man of the company returned to their homes. In a short time, this declarant and one 
David Hix were detailed by Colonel Roddy as Spies on the heads of Watauga and Doe rivers and along 

the blue Ridge. The Indians murdered one woman during our service as Spies, which continued for 

two months. We returned to the Settlements once a week. The Indians came in for peace again and we 
were relieved from my duty as Spies. The peace was but temporary – and in a short time the Declarant 

again volunteered under Captain Lasley Christian name not recollected and was marched to Wear's 

Station on Pigeon River, where he remained for three months. At the expiration of this time, the 
Declarant returned home, and in a short time again marched under Major Morgan, with 20 men, against 

the Tories of the Moravian town on the Yadkin River we marched for two days and nights, disperse 

the Tories and returned home. We were then ordered to march to the Shallow Ford – whence we 
marched up the Yadkin in pursuit of Tories, found none in arms or embodied. We were three weeks 

absent on this Expedition. The second expedition under Captain John Cleveland did not take place 
immediately after the first one under that Officer, But it followed the expedition last mentioned. The 
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order of time in which the Declarant's Towers [Tours] were performed escaped him on his examination 
by his attorney and thus this mistake has arisen. After the second expedition under Captain Cleveland, 

the Declarant volunteered in a company of 50 men under Major Walton and was marched against the 

Cowee Towns, burnt three towns and returned in one month. This was the last service in which his 
Declarant was engaged. These Services were performed during a period of four years. The precise time 

of the commencement of his services the Declarant does not know, but believes it was in the year 1778 

that he first volunteered under Captain John Cleveland – and that during the four years following – he 
served as above set forth five months under Captain John Cleveland, two months as a Spy, three months 

in guarding Wear's Station on Pigeon, three weeks against the Tories under Major Morgan and one 

month against the Indians under Major Walton. In his first expedition, Colonel Jack Sevier and Major 
Walton were the Superior Officers. In the latter services there were no higher Officers than those 

named. The subaltern Officers' names have faded from the memory of the Declarant. The declarant's 

extreme old age and great loss of memory have rendered him unable to detail more particularly his 
service that is set forth in the foregoing declaration. This Declarant has no documentary evidence in 

regard to his Service, nor does he know of any person from whom he could procure the testimony as 
to his Service. The Declarant, Timothy Holdway, hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a 

pension or annuity except the present, and declares that his name is not on the Pension roll of the 

Agency of any State. He was engaged in some small and short Services, the particulars of which he 
cannot recollect – but he declares that he performed the services above set forth, making in all eleven 

months and three weeks of Service, as a private volunteer Soldier in the Revolutionary War. This 

Declarant never received any written discharge from his captains or other commanders. He was 
discharged verbally – or if he did received any written discharges, he has forgotten it. He never received 

any compensation for his Services, except thirty pounds in North Carolina Currency.  Question 1. 
Where and in what year were you born?  

Answer. I was born in Culpeper County Virginia on the 25th of December 1744.   

Question 2. Have you any record of your age and if so, where is it?   

Answer: I have a record of my age in my Bible.   

Question 3. Where were you living, when called into service; where have you lived since the 

Revolutionary War, and where do you now live?   

Answer. When called into Service, I was living in Wilkes County North Carolina on the Yadkin River. 
Since the Revolutionary War, I have lived on Bent Creek, Jefferson County Tennessee, where I now 
live.   

Question 4. How were you called into service, were you drafted, did you volunteer or were you a 

substitute?   

Answer. I was a volunteer in every service in which I was engaged.   

Question 5. State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops where you 

served and the general circumstances of your service.   

Answer. There were no Regular Officers with the troops where I served. The general circumstances 

of my service are detailed in my declaration.   

Question 6. State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood, and 
who can testify as to your character for veracity, and their belief of your Services, as a Soldier of the 
Revolution.   

Answer. I was one of the first settlers of Jefferson County being one of 4 men and came to the head of 

the Creek on which I lived about 50 years ago. We made a crop – built a Fort – and were the first 

settlers of the County. I have no doubt that any of my neighbors would be ready and willing to testify 
in favor of my character and a man and services as a Soldier of the Revolution – I would refer to the 

Reverend Andrew Coffman, Jr Captain John Riddle and Mr. John Shipley who can be examined 
touching my character for veracity and their belief of my services in the Revolution.   

Question 7. Did you ever receive a discharge and if so, what has become of it.   
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Answer. I do not believe that I ever received any written discharge.  Witnesses: 

S/ Timothy Holdway, X his mark   

S/ John Riddle Sworn and subscribed to this 6th of July 1833 before   

S/ John Shipley S/ John Hodges, JP   

[Andrew Coffman, Jr, John Riddle and John Shipley gave the standard supporting affidavit.]  

[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $39 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 11 months 

and 21 days service as a private in the North Carolina militia.]  

    

Jefferson County, TN  

  

Robert Hously  
  

  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters   

  
Pension application of Robert Hously (Housley, Ousley) R5267 Lydia Ann Hously f22VA  

Transcribed by Will Graves 5/1/14   
[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database. Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me. The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question. Only materials pertinent to the 
military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional informat ion on these events 
are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, 
and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted. I use speech recognition software to make all my 
transcriptions. Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all 
misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software 
transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8 th of June 1786." Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.]   

State of Tennessee Jefferson County: SS   

Declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7th 1832.   

On this 11th day of June 1832 personally appeared in open court before the Justices of the County 

Court now sitting Robert Hously a citizen of said County and State aged about 74 years who being 

first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain 

the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7th 1832.   

That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers & served as 

herein stated: That he was drafted as a militia man in Loudon [Loudoun] County Virginia in the year 

1776 under Colonel Triplett, Captain Jo. Combs and Lieutenant Hously for the term of six months, 

that he was marched to Alexandria & kept until his term of service expired when he was discharged.  

He states he is known to John Ousy and John Vance in his present neighborhood who can testify to 

his veracity & their belief in his services as a Soldier of the revolution – that he was born in Loudoun 

County Virginia. He has no documentary evidence of his discharge, and here with transmits the 

affidavit of John Ousy who knows of his service & served with him. He hereby relinquishes every 

claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declares that his name is not on the 

pension roll of the agency of any State. Declarant states he is not acquainted with any clergyman 

who can make the affidavit required by the Act of Congress.   

Sworn to & subscribed the day & year aforesaid   

S/ Joseph Hamilton, Clerk of Jefferson County S/ Robert Hously, X his mark  [John 

Vance and John Ousy gave the standard supporting affidavit.]   

[p 19]   

State of Tennessee Claiborne County: Be it remembered that this being the 5th day of June 1833 

personally appeared before me Benjamin Sewell one of the Justices of the peace who hold the court 

of Pleas and Quarter Sessions for said County the same being a court of record John Ously1 aged 76 
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years who being first duly sworn on the holy Evangelists of Almighty God doth on his oath make the 

following statements as Follows to wit that he is well acquainted with Robert Ously who is making 

an application for a pension in the County of Jefferson and State aforesaid for he is now present and I  

know him to be the same man with whom I served in the Army of the United States in the  

Revolutionary War in the Virginia line in the year 1776 and affiant knows   

1 John Owsley (Ousley, Hously) R16894that the said Robert Housely [sic] did enlist in the service of the 

United States under Lieutenant Hously for the term of six months and that he was attached to the 

company commanded by Captain Joseph Combs and affiant states that he does not recollect with 

precision the length of time which he served with applicant but thinks that it was about 6 months if 

not more and affiant further saith not.   

Sworn to and subscribed before me this the 5th of June 1833   
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Daniel Hull  
  

  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters   

  
Pension application of Daniel Hull R5363.5 Mary fn29NC   

Transcribed by Will Graves 6/20/11   
[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 

database. Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or 

additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 

question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me. Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran 

and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical 

information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth 

century research requests for information have been omitted. I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions. Such software 
misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers 

which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand 

eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786." Please call errors or omissions to my attention.]   

[fn p. 13]   

State of Tennessee Jefferson County: On this 9th Day of December 1832 personally appeared before 

me Richard Haworth a Justice of the peace in & for the County of Jefferson aforesaid Daniel Hull a 

resident of the County of Jefferson & State aforesaid [one entire lines of text too faint to discern plus 

some of the following line] August last who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath 

make the following Declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by the act of 

Congress passed June 7th 1832. That he entered the service of the United States in the month of 

September 1777 as a mounted man or horsemen under Lieutenant Billingsley his Christian name he 

has forgot but is impressed with the belief it was Jacob he joined Billingsley at Colonel Loop's [John 

Lopp?] on Abbott's Creek Rowan County North Carolina from Colonel Loop's was marched to [text 

illegibly faint] against the Tories, he served three weeks & they were discharged by Billingsley & 

returned home to Rowan the Place of his residence the same fall and about six weeks after his return 

home he volunteered under Captain Edwards in obedience to the orders of Colonel Martin Armstrong 

& marched over the mountains to New River & up the River against the Tories [balance of line 

illegibly faint] the Tories were embodied on the head of Cove Creek. On our approach the dispersed. 

He was then discharged by Captain Edwards & returned home about the first of August 1781 he 

volunteered under Captain Douglas Haden served on this tour 4 months he joined Captain Hardin in 

Rowan County & marched to what was called the narrows of the Yadkin [River] from thence was 

marched to the [text illegibly faint] swamp & from thence to the Raft Swamp during this tour he was 

under the command of General Rutherford and was attached to Colonel Lofton's Regiment Colonel 

McDowell was also with us & the Regiment under his command from the Raft Swamps we marched 

into the edge of South Carolina to black Mingo. We marched to a late the name not recollected from 

the late we marched to Elizabeth town on Pedee [River] from thence we marched to one Baldins 

[Baldwin's?]1 where General Butler had just had a skirmish with the British & Tories General Butler 

met us before we reached Baldins, we then crossed the Pedee & marched to Bluford's Bridge about 

twelve miles from Wilmington. After the British evacuated Wilmington he was discharged by 

Captain Haden at Salisbury to which place we had marched.   
1 This is probably a reference to the action that occurred sometime in September 1781 at Brown Marsh (also known 

as Brown's Old fields]. http://www.carolana.com/NC/Revolution/revolution_brown_marsh.html and 

http://gaz.jrshelby.com/brownmarsh.htm  
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He was in service this tour 4 months making the whole term of his services as above stated five 

months & a half. He volunteered under Captain Colwell [Caldwell or Caswell?] &   

Served 3 weeks against the Tories he went several other short tours which he cannot now recollect he 

will wind express to Colonel Armstrong 4 days & 5 days express to Captain Billingsley the whole of 

his services amounts to 6 months & one half at least.   

He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present & he 

declares that his name is not on the pension roll of any agency of any state.  

  

[Hugh Kimbrough, a clergyman and Jos. B. W. Reese gave the standard supporting affidavit.]  [text 

compromised and largely illegible, but appears to be the lead-in to the answers given to the 7 

interrogatories required by the war Department regulations.]   

Answer I was born in the State of New Jersey Middlesex County on the 7th of August 1745  have 

you a record of your age if so where is it  answer I have a record of my age now in my possession  

where were you living when called into service where have you lived since the revolutionary war and 

where do you now live  answer I was living in Rowan County when called into service & lived in 

Rowan North Carolina for several years after the peace & then removed to Jefferson County 

Tennessee where I now live  how were you called into service were you drafted did you volunteer or 

were you a substitute if a substitute for whom  answer I always volunteered first under Captain 

Billingsley & afterwards as stated in my declaration  Answer to interrogatory number 5 I have stated 

the names of all the officers I was with during my service that I can recollect state the names of 

persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood & who can testify as to your character 

for veracity & their belief of your services as a soldier of the Revolution   

Doctor Joseph B. M. Reese, Christopher Haynes, William Case Esquire, Colonel Newman & many 

others   

[fn p. 25: Certificate dated March 31, 1845 from the North Carolina Comptroller listing payments 

made to a Daniel Hull for military services during the revolution.]   

[fn p. 6: On November 6, 1843 in Jefferson County Tennessee, Mrs. Mary Hull, 87, filed for a 

widow's pension under the 1838 act stating that she is the widow of Daniel Hull, a pensioner of the  

United States for his service in the revolution at the rate of $20 per annum; that she married him in  

February 1789; that he died November 24, 1836; and that she remains his widow.]   

[fn p. 9: That on March 12, 1852 in Jefferson County Tennessee, Isaac Hull, 65 gave an affidavit in 

which he states he is the son of Daniel Hull, a pensioner of the United States who died November 25, 

1837 leaving a widow Mary Hull who died October 12, 1846 leaving the following children her 

heirs, Isaac Hull, Alfred Hull and Margaret Case; he filed a claim for the pension due his mother as 

the widow of a pensioner.  

  

[fn p. 3: family record:   

Isaac Hull was born December 27 A.D. 1789  Margaret 

Hull was born January 13 1792   

Alfred Hull was born February 17th 1794   

[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 6 months 

service as a private in the North Carolina militia.] a. His widow was denied a pension.]  
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Henry Ivy  

  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements   

Pension application of Henry Ivy W433 Jane fn35NC [HQ more legible]   

Transcribed by Will Graves rev'd 6/24/11   
[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 

database. Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or 

additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me. Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran 

and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical 

information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth 

century research requests for information have been omitted. I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions. Such software 

misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers 

which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one  
th thousand eighty six" as "the 8 of June 1786." Please call errors 

or omissions to my attention.]   

State of Tennessee, Jefferson County   
th  

On this 11 day of March 1833, personally appeared in open Court, before the Justices of the County Court of Jefferson County, now sitting,  
Henry Ivy of the County of Jefferson and State of Tennessee, aged 79 years, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath, make  

th the following declaration, in order to obtain 
the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7 1832. That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers 
and served as herein stated.   

That he was drafted, and entered the service under Captain Norton [?], that two of the field officers 

under whom he served were Colonel Moore, and Major [illegible name appears to start with an “N” 

and end with a “l” and to contain 4 letters], that he entered the service in the year __, in the County of 

Orange, and State of North Carolina, that he was stationed some time at a place then called  

Shepherd's Hill, and marched thence to Fayetteville. From the latter place he marched with the Army 

under the command of General Gates to the neighborhood of Camden, as he believes, that in a very 

short time before the engagement between General Gates and the British Army under Lord 

Cornwallis, he was marched with a detachment to reinforce General Sumpter [sic, Thomas Sumter], 

who had then lately taken some prisoners: that he was in a slight engagement between General 

Sumter and a party of British dragoons about the time or shortly after the defeat of General Gates: 

that he served that term about three months. Immediately after my return home I volunteered under 

Captain William Douglass, and was attached to the Regiment commanded by Colonel Taylor, and  

Major McCauley in this tour he served three months or more, during which he marched from Orange  

County N. C. to the vicinity of the Cheraw Hills in South Carolina. Sometime after his return to 

Orange County, he again volunteered under Captain Abraham Allen, and was engaged in opposing 

the Tories in North Carolina; during this term Captain Allen fought the Tories at Lewis Kirk's in 

Orange County, and was wounded, and Lieutenant Joseph Young was killed. A few days after this 

skirmish, a battle was fought at Lindley's Mills with a party of Tories under Colonel Fanning [David 

Fanning]; at the conclusion of this tour he received a discharge for three months service. He believes 

he received a discharge for each of the preceding tours but he does not know what has become of 

them. He has no documentary evidence of his service.   

He was born in Orange County, North Carolina, where he lived several years after the revolutionary 

war, and then removed to East Tennessee and has resided ever since in Grainger and Jefferson 

Counties; he resides now in Jefferson County.   

He hereby relinquishes every claim to a pension or annuity except the present, and declares that his 

name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any cat state.   

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. S/ Henry Ivy, X his mark   
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S/ Joseph Hamilton, Clerk   

[Elihu Millikan, a clergyman, and Moses Hodge and Caleb Powell gave the standard supporting 

affidavit.][fn p. 10: On June 5, 1840, Jane Ivey [sic] applied in Grainger County, Tenn. for a widow's 

pension stating that she married Henry on March 4, 1774 [in a later affidavit, she says they married 

in 1775]; that Henry died on July 21, 1835. In another affidavit, it is stated that her maiden name was 

Jane Howell.]   
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[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $30 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 9 months 

service as a private in the North Carolina militia. Veteran's widow was pensioned at the rate of $30 

per annum commen   



Revolutionary War Gravesite’s of Knox and Surrounding Counties  

Jefferson County, TN  

303  

  

Charles Kelley  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements  

Pension application of Charles Kelley W948 fn40NC  

Transcribed by Will Graves  

State of Tennessee, Jefferson County: 2nd Judicial Circuit  

Be it known that on the 23rd day of July 1819 he entered the Town of Dandridge in the County aforesaid 

Personally appeared before me Samuel Powel Judge of the Circuit Courts of said State (said Courts 

being of record) Charles Kelly a Citizen of said County in the 70th year of his age who in order to obtain 

the provisions of the late act of Congress made for the benefit of revolutionary Soldiers being by me first 

duly sworn upon his oath makes the following declaration to wit that on the fourth day of August in the 

year 1777 in Hillsboro North Carolina he enlisted as a private Soldier in the regular Army of the United 

States for three years in the 10th Regiment of the North Carolina Continental Troops said  

Regiment then commanded by Colonel Abraham Sheppard and in the Company commanded by 

Captain James Wilson. That the next Spring after he enlisted the Regiment above mentioned was 

marched to Valley Forge Pennsylvania and was there attached to other regiments. The North Carolina 

regiments were being reduced to the two regiments. That he said Charles Kelly fell into the first 

Regiment commanded by Col. Thomas Clark and in the Company commanded by Major John Baptist 

Ash [sic, John Baptiste Ashe]. That he the said Charles Kelly faithfully served the United States against 

the common enemy in the Regiment and company aforesaid for the time he enlisted until as well as he 

recollects May 1780 when at the surrender of Charleston he was taken Prisoner by the British and kept 

a Prisoner until the last of August or first of September 1781 when he was sent round to Jamestown 

Virginia and there exchanged and marched with the United States Troops from said place to Richmond 

and was there discharged by a Continental Colonel of the United States Army whose name he does not 

recollect. That this Deponent was in no general actions but several skirmishes and in the Siege of 

Charleston. That his discharge after the same was received by him said Kelly he put it into the hands of 

one David Passmore of North Carolina to recover his pay and clothing which was due to him and has 

never received the same since noe does he know whether said Passmore is now dead or alive. The said 

Charles Kelly states that shortly after he enlisted he took a certificate of his enlistment from Colonel 

Shepperd which is herein enclosed. That when he gave his discharge to Passmore he took a certificate 

of the fact attested by John Elliott a justice of the peace which is likewise herein enclosed. That he has 

not the papers or evidence of his said services now in his possession that he knows of. That he 

perceives he was by Colonel Shepperd called Charles Cally but that his name is Kelly and that he said 

Charles Kelly is in reduced circumstances and does stand in need of the assistance of his Country for 

Support. That owing to his age and infirmity and obscure place and manner of living it is very lately he 

possessed such information as induced him to believe he could have a Pension.  

Sworn to, subscribed and declared before me Judge as aforesaid the date first written.  

S/ S. Powel S/ Charles Kelley  

[Lewis Reneau and John Lawrence gave the standard supporting affidavit.]  

State of Tennessee, Jefferson County  

At a Circuit Court of law opened and held for the County of Jefferson at the Court house in  

Dandridge on the third Monday in July (being the 21st) 1820. Before the Honorable Samuel Powell 

Esq. Judge of said Court, personally appeared in Open Court being a court of record (having the power 

of fine and imprisonment, and also having been made a court of record by the laws of said State) for 

the said County of Jefferson, Charles Kelly aged 71 years in November last resident in the County of 

Jefferson aforesaid, who being duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath declare that he served in 

the Revolutionary war as follows, that he enlisted in the 10th North Carolina in Captain James Hilson's  

Company at Hillsborough North Carolina on the fourth day of August 1777 for three years, that  
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Colonel Abraham Sheppard commanded the said Regiment when raised and until the same reached  

Valley Forge in Pennsylvania when the whole of the North Carolina regiments was reduced to two, and  

Col. Thomas Clark took the command of the first Regiment into which this affiant fell, and in Clark's 

Regiment, this affiant was put into the company called Major John Baptiste Ashe's Company, and was 

commanded by Lieutenant Dickens, and that he faithfully served the United States as a common 

Soldier, part of the time as a Sergeant. The last part of the time for which he enlisted, except it May last, 

before his time would have expired at Charleston South Carolina, he was taken prisoner by the enemy 

and was detained as a prisoner about 15 months, when he was taken by water to Virginia and marched 

to Richmond Virginia and there discharged in the manner stated in his former declaration to prove 

which he exhibited a written certificate and accounted for the absence of his discharge by said 

Declaration. That he holds and is the person alluded to in an original Certificate now in his possession 

issue by J. C. Calhoun Secretary of War No. 15271 as marked dated the 2nd day of October 1819, 

which last date he believes was the date of his declaration, which certificate allows this affiant eight 

dollars per month for revolutionary Services, that he never was a pensioner by any other act or 

certificate. And I do solemnly swear that I was a resident Citizen of the United States on the 18th of 

March 1818 and that I have not since that time by gift, sale or in any manner disposed of my property or 

any part thereof with intent thereby so to diminish it as to bring myself within the provisions of An Act 

of Congress entitled “An Act to provide for certain persons engaged in the land and naval Service of the 

United States in the Revolutionary War,” passed on the 18th day of March 1818; and that I have not, nor 

has any person in trust for me, any property or securities, contracts or debts due to me, nor have I any 

income other than what is contained in the Schedule hereto annexed and by me Subscribed. That of my 

family resident with me, there are three beside myself to wit, my wife Nancy aged 55 years feeble and 

infirm, so much so that she is occasionally unable to labor at all ,my son Thomas Kelly age 16 years, 

and my son Abraham about 10 years old, my son Thomas is tolerably healthy and is able to labor as 

common for his age, Abraham is under common size for his age and occasionally sickly. I am a farmer 

by occupation, and not able generally to labor much, and occasionally by pains unable to labor at all. 

My property consist of two horse beasts, one a horse twenty years old last March and has a permanent 

lameness, worth nothing as this affiant believes, but he raised him and will feed him, as long as he lives 

if he can the other a mare 16 or 17 years old worth $15.00  

One cow & two year old beasts—the cow worth 10.00  

The yearlings with $4 ea. 8.00  

Ten or twelve head of small hogs 12.00  

$45.00  

S/ Charles Kelly  

State of North Carolina, Orange County  

I Do hearby Cartify that Charls Calley who was Late a Sargent in the North Carolina Line has Lodged 

his Discharge in the hands of David Passmore in order to recover the pay and Clothing due to him 

from the Sd. State which is to be Record after the same may be Recovered, I [illegible word] all 

persons [illegible word] Let the sd. Calley [several illegible words] until the same is Returned he 

behaving himself [several illegible words]. Given under my hand this 1 6th August 1783.  

S/ John Elliott, JP  

These Lines may Serve to Inform all men that Charls [sic] Cally Did on the 4th Day of August in the 

year 1777 Inlist himself in the 10th Regiment of the North Carolina Continental Troops for the Space 

of three years from the Date Above & these lines may Serve to Sartify that he shall be Clear of the 

Servis at the Expiration of the three Years & Likewise be Clear Discharge for the Same Given under 

my hand & Seal this 24th Day of February 1778. Test: S/ Abram Shepperd {Seal} S/ John Lord [?], 

Lieut. Col.  

S/ Robert McReynolds S/ Mathew McCauley, Lt.and  
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[Nancy Kelley, 72, filed for a widow's pension in Jefferson County, Tn., on 22nd October 1838, stating 

she married Charles in Orange County NC in 1786, that her husband died 'four years since the 16th  
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Inst.']  

[Bible records in the file:  

Charles Kelley & Nancy his wife was Married April 2nd day 1786  

John Kelley & Mary his wife was Married December the 3rd day 1818  

Abraham Kelley & Mary his wife was Married January the 20th day 1831  

Charles Kelley the son of Charles Kelley was borned November the 21st day in the year of our Lord 1748.  

Nancy his wife was borned November the 14th Day in the year of our Lord 1766  

Robert Kelley the son of Charles Kelley was borned December 25th day in the year of our Lord 1786  

Charles Kelley the son of Charles Kelley was borned October the 12th day 1789  

Luercher [sic, Lucretia?] Kelley the daughter of Charles Kelley was born'd August 24th 1793  

John Kelley the son of Charles Kelley was borned February 16th 1797  

Ench [sic, Enoch?] Spinks Kelley the son of Charles Kelley was borned March the 26th [?] day of 1800  

Thomas Kelley the son of Charles Kelley was borned February 19th day 1804 Abraham 

Y. Kelley the Son of Charles Kelley was borned December the 27th day 1810 Daniel 

Kelley the Son of Thomas & Sarah Kelley was Born July the 26th Day 1823.  

EliLabeth [sic, Elizabeth] Kelley the Dauter [sic, Daughter] of Thomas Kelley was borned January the 3rd 

day 1827  

Tinthy Rillar Kelley was Born 4th Day of November 1813  

Lain [? Sain?] Camel Kelley the son of Abram Kelley was borned June the 10 in the year 1832  

Sarah Kelley the daughter of John Kelley & Mary his wife was borned August the 27th day 1819  

Nancy Kelley the daughter of John Kelley & Mary his wife was borned November the 20th day 1820 

Rufus Kelley was born'd August 7th day 1823  

Mary Kelley the daughter of John Kelley & Mary his wife was borned October the 28 [?] day 1825  

Anna fallard [?] was born September the 1st day in the yar of our lord 1826  

Sessawhit [?] was born March the 3rd day in the yar of our lord 1821  

Lain [or Sain] Kelley the Darter [sic, daughter] of Abraham Kelly was born July the 10 day in the yar of 

our lord 1832  

Charles Kelley the Son of Charles Died April the 14th 1823  

Charles Kelley Seignor [sic, Senior] Deceased October the 16th day 1834  

Milinda [sic] Kelley the wife of Robert Kelley Died July the ?th 1825  

The Daughter of Robert Kelley Milinda Kelley Dec'd June the 8th 1821 [last digit is unclear]]  

  

    

Jefferson County, TN  

Aquilla Lane  

  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters   

Pension application of Aquilla Lane R6116 Agnes fn63NC   

Transcribed by Will Graves 4/1/10   

[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease 

of reading and to facilitate searches of the database. Also, the handwriting of the original scribes 

often lends itself to varying interpretations. Users of this database are urged to view the original and 

to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually wrote. Blanks 

appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. Folks are free to make non-commercial use 
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this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the courtesy of acknowledging the 

transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the resulting embarrassment will 

fall on the transcriber.]   

State of Tennessee Jefferson County   

Personally appeared before me William Coffman at an acting Justice of the peace in and for the 

County and State aforesaid, Agnes Lane widow of Aquilla Lane a resident citizen of said County 

aged eighty-two years who being unable to attend Court from bodily infirmity after being duly sworn 

according to law made the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress 

passed July 7th 1838 granting half pay and pensions to certain Widows.   

That she is the widow of Aquilla Lane who was a private soldier in the Army of the revolution. That 

her husband of Aquilla Lane entered service in 1779 in Captain Russell's [?] Company and Colonel 

Christian [William Christian?] Regiment against the __ Indians and served six months which service 

was performed before their marriage -- and in the latter part of August or September 1781 after her 

marriage he entered the service under Captain [indecipherable word] Belcher 1 and Colonel Shelby's 

Regiment in the State of North Carolina and served six months. She further declares that she was 

married to her husband the said Aquilla Lane on the first day of February 1780 in Washington 

County Tennessee then North Carolina and was married by publication and that she has a record of 

her marriage and the birth of her children and her husband's own handwriting which is here with 

annexed & that her Husband died on 24th day of November 1819.   
1 The War Department deciphered this name as Captain Anthony Belcher  

Sworn to and subscribed before me the first day of February 1845   

S/ Wm Coffman, JP S/ Agnes Lane, X her mark   

[fn p. 6: family record]   

Births   

Aquila Lane was born on the 18th day of May 1753   

Agnes Lane was born on the 18th of June 1763   

Esther Lane was born on the 7th of November 1780   

Garrett Lang was born on the 18th of June 1782   

Ranson Lane was born on the 17th of October 1784   

Jane Lane was born on the 6th of March 1787   

Tidence Lane was born on the 18th of April 1789   

Theney Lane was born on the 29th of September 1791   

John King Lane was born on the 7th of January 1796   

Clear Lane was born on the 4th of April 1796  Anna 

Lane was born on the 4th of April 1798   

Pleasant Lane was born on the 20th of April 1800   

Adelina Lane was born on the 17th of September 1802   

Thomas Jefferson Lane was born on the 9th of October 1814   

Mary Cathays [?] was born the 6th of August 1815   

1805   
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Marriages    
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Jefferson County, TN  

Tidence Lane  

  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters   

Pension application of Tidence Lane W377 Mary fn53NC   

Transcribed by Will Graves 4/1/10   

[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease 

of reading and to facilitate searches of the database. Also, the handwriting of the original scribes 

often lends itself to varying interpretations. Users of this database are urged to view the original and 

to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually wrote. Blanks 

appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. Folks are free to make non-commercial use 

this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the courtesy of acknowledging the 

transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the resulting embarrassment will 

fall on the transcriber.]   

State of Tennessee Jefferson County   

On this 3rd day of September personally appeared before me Robert McFarlane Jr a justice of the 

peace for the County of Jefferson Tidence Lane a resident of Jefferson County, and State of 

Tennessee, aged seventy years, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath 

make the following declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the act passed June 7th, 1832.  

That the Declarant Tidence Lane was born in Randolph County, North Carolina on the waters of  

Deep River, in the year 1763. At the age of 18 years he removed with his father to the mouth of 

Boon's Creek on the Watauga River, in Washington County, then a part of North Carolina now one 

of the counties of East Tennessee. In the year of his removal, 1781, in the winter of said year, early in 

February, he was drafted, at the house of Captain Elijah Witt, near the Buffalo Ridge, by Captain 

ElijahWitt to march in an expedition against the Cherokees on the Tennessee. Our rendezvous was at 

an old field on Watauga River. Colonel Sevier took the command of the men at the old field, where 

we remained about 2 weeks, when we returned home and made preparations for the expedition, and 

in a few days repaired to the place of rendezvous on Camp Creek, where we remained 2 weeks, 

waiting for the collection of the man. Colonel Sevier commanded the expedition. Colonel Robertson 

and MajorWharton were the regimental officers. From Camp Creek we marched across the Bald 

Mountain and encamped the first night on a little Creek on the other side of the mountain. The three 

succeeding days we spent in marching to the River French Broad, which we swam, those of us who 

crossed, where we first struck the River -- the balance of the Company marched higher up the River 

and forded. That night we encamped on the other side of French Broad; thence we marched on 

crossing Pigeon River, to the Tennessee, and in 3 or 4 days reached the middle Settlements of the 

Cherokee Nation. When we got within a mile of the Settlements, our men were divided. There were 

one hundred forty-four men in the expedition. Colonel Sevier attempted to cross the mountain with 

one part of the man, and Colonel Robertson took the road around the mountain with the balance. 

When Colonel Sevier, in whose division, Declarant was, reached the top of the mountain, he found it 

extremely difficult, on account of its steepness and the rocks, to get down, and therefore returned and 

took the road. We soon overtook the other division, and entered the Indian towns together. The 

Indians retreated before us, and deserted their towns. A small force 15 or 20 men, who were on foot, 

was left at the first town. We marched through all the towns in the middle settlements and after 

burning the towns 10 or 12 in number, we returned back to the town, which we first entered. We 



Revolutionary War Gravesite’s of Knox and Surrounding Counties  

310  

  

there found that the Indians had taken the cattle that we had gathered there before we left -- and one 

of the men, Jess Terry, was shot in the thigh by the Indians. When we   

got to the town, first entered, the Indians from the surrounding hills fired upon us. We returned their 

fire. That night the Indians fired on our encampment. One of our men was slightly wounded and a 

horse killed. The next day we started for home. On our return, we divided, some taking a new route -

- the others keeping the old track, by which we had marched down. We got to our homes and were 

discharged at Jonesborough late in the month of May -- after a tour of 3 months -- The Declarant 

received his discharge from Captain Elijah Witt -- in whose company he was. Declarant does not 

recollect the names of the other officers if there were any: -- but believes that there were none. We 

were all mounted and declarant believes that we had no lieutenants or Ensign or sergeants. The 

Declarant gave his discharge to his Captain who took it to the officer or committee, appointed by the 

Legislature of North Carolina to adjust the claims for militia service, and received from him or them 

a certificate of his being entitled to pay for a tour of 3 months, which certificate is Declarant sold to 

one of the merchants of Jonesborough for 4 or $5.   

The fall of 1782, in the first of September, the Declarant was again drafted at the house of Elijah 

Witt, the muster ground of the Company, by Captain Thomas Hardiman; lieutenants, Ensign and 

sergeants, if any, are not recollected. We were mounted men. Our place of rendezvous was at Evan's 

ferry on French Broad River. Colonel John Sevier again commanded us; the other officers are not 

recollected. There were 6 or 700 men on this expedition. We crossed French Broad at Evan's ferry; 

thence on an Indian trace to the Chota Ford on the Tennessee River -- thence to the Tellico plains. At 

the Tellico plains, we fired on the Indians and pursued them through the plains -- killed several and 

burnt the towns. Then crossed the Tellico marched to the Hiwassee and burnt a town there; then 

marched up the River and crossed it -- thence to the Coosa River, where we burnt several towns; here 

we remained several days. We kept down the Coosa, crossing and recrossing it repeatedly, burnt 

several towns on the Coosa, went down the Coosa to the Big Swamp Spring. We remained for some 

time on the Coosa River, burning the towns and pursuing the Indians -- killing some and taking some 

prisoners. We then returned nearer the mountain. One part of the men attempted to return through the 

mountains and got lost. Major George Russell piloted them to the old trace. The declarant belonged 

to the division, which returned by the old trace, after they struck the Hiwassee River. The Declarant 

was discharged by Captain Hardiman at Jonesborough, and disposed of his discharge in the same 

way, as before -- receiving a certificate for 3 months pay, which he sold for a trifle -- the State not 

being been able to redeem them with silver, and the paper paid by it being greatly depreciated. This 

declarant served the 2 tours above mentioned -- in the year 1781 and 1782 -- each tour being one of 3 

months -- making a service of 6 months during the revolution. The Declarant was in General Martin's 

campaign in 1786 -- and was in the battle at the lookout Mountain under that officer -- in which 

battle his Captain John Hardin was killed. The Declarant was afterwards in General Dougherty's 

Campaign in 1791. For these two last tours he does not claim a pension, the act of June 7th not 

providing for the services rendered in them. The declarant removed to the mouth of Boone's Creek 

on theWatauga in 1781 and remained in Washington County 5 years -- he then removed to Greene 

County, that part of it which now forms Jefferson, where he now lives on the waters of Bent Creek 

and where he has lived for forty-seven years. The Declarant has no documentary evidence of his 

services, and knows of no person, whose testimony he can procure, who can testify to his service in 

the Revolution. He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the 

present, and declares that his name is not on the Pension Roll of the Agency of any State.  Question 

1st Where and in what year were you born?   

Answer 1st: I was born in Randolph County North Carolina, on the waters of Deep River,   

in the year of our Lord 1763 12th day of May.   
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Question 2nd Have you any record of your age and if so where is it?   

Answer 2nd I have a record of my age in my Bible at my house.   

Question 3rd Where were you living when called into service: where have you lived since the 

Revolutionary War and where do you now live?   

Answer 3rd: When called into service, I was living at the mouth of Boone's Creek, on Watauga 

River, in Washington County. Since the revolutionary War, I have lived in Washington County and 

in Jefferson County to where I now live   

Question 4th How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer or were you a 

substitute, and if in substitute, for whom?   

Answer 4th. In the two tours, in which I was engaged during the Revolution, I was drafted.  Question 

5th State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops when you served, such 

Continental and militia regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of your service.   

Answer 5th. There were no regular officers with the troops where I served. The general 

circumstances of my service are detailed in my declaration. The first expedition in which I was 

engaged, numbered 144 mounted men, under the command of Colonel John Sevier -- against the 

Cherokee Indians. The 2nd expedition, numbered 6 or 700 men under the same officer, against the 

Cherokee Indians. There were 2 other expeditions mentioned in my declaration, which did not take 

place during the Revolution and are not provided for by the present law.   

Question 6th Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom was it given and 

what has become of it?   

Answer 6th. I received a discharge at the end of each of the tours. I served during the revolution. 

They were given by my captains CaptainWitt and Captain Hardiman and were returned to them by 

me and they procured certificates for the payment for the tours, which I got and sold for a trifle.  

Question 7th State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and 

who can testify as to your character for veracity and their belief in your services as a soldier in the 

revolution.   

Answer 7th. I would refer to the Reverend Pleasant A. Witt, Captain John Riddle, Archibald Austin 

who can be examined and will testify as required by the War Department.   

Sworn & subscribed to before me   

S/ Robert McFarland, JP S/ Tidence Lane   

[Pleasant A. Witt, a clergyman, John Riddle & Archibald Austin gave the standard supporting 

affidavit.]   

[fn p. 19: on January 20, 1844 in Jefferson County Tennessee, Mary Lane, 77, filed for a widow's 

pension under the 1838 act stating that she is the widow of Tidence Lane, a pensioner of the United 

States for his services in the revolution; that she married him on October 23, 1783; that her 

husband died January 25, 1841.]  [fn p. 16 family record]   

Lydia Lane was born the 6th of January 1786   

Isaac Lane was born the 8th of August 1788  Nancy 

Lane born the 24th day of July 1791 Esther Lang 

was born the 6th day of November 1793   

John Lane was born the 4th day of June 1796   

Noah Lane was born the 18th day of October 1798   

Mary Lane was born the 20th day of November 1800   
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Right Lane was born the 7th of June 1803   

James Madison Lane was born the 3rd day of November 1805    
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Jefferson County, TN  

Joseph Large  

  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters   

Pension application of Joseph Large R6163 Mary fn23NC   

Transcribed by Will Graves 4/4/10   

[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease 

of reading and to facilitate searches of the database. Also, the handwriting of the original scribes 

often lends itself to varying interpretations. Users of this database are urged to view the original and 

to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually wrote. Blanks 

appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. Folks are free to make non-commercial use 

this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the courtesy of acknowledging the 

transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the resulting embarrassment will 

fall on the transcriber.]   

State of Tennessee Jefferson County   

On this 12th day of March 1833 personally appeared in open court, before the Justices of the court of 

pleas & quarter Sessions, now sitting, Joseph Large a resident of said County in said State aged 72 

years who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in 

order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832. That he entered the service of 

the United States under the following named officers, and served as herein stated.   

That he volunteered in a company of cavalry commanded by Capt. Kinsey in the Regiment of which 

__ Boykin was Major, and in the Brigade commanded by General Sumpter [sic, Thomas Sumter], for 

the term of ten months in Lincoln County State of North Carolina, from thence he was marched to 

Camden in South Carolina at which place he was discharged having served out the said term of ten 

months, he received a discharge but the same is lost he was acquainted with General Greene -- and 

that he is acquainted with Thomas Wilkinson & James A. Thornton who can testify as to his 

character -- he has no documentary evidence and he knows of no person whose testimony he can 

procure, who can testify to his service. He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or 

annuity except the present and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any 

State. Sworn to and subscribed the day & year aforesaid.   

S/ Joseph Hamilton, Clerk S/ Joseph Large, X his mark   

[Thomas Wilkinson, a clergyman, and James H. Thornton gave the standard supporting affidavit.]  

State of Tennessee Jefferson County   

On this 21st day of September A.D. 1833 Personally appeared Joseph Large before me George 

Branner a Justice of the Peace in and for the County of Jefferson aforesaid, and after being duly 

sworn deposeth and saith that he is 72 years of age, and makes the following declaration as an 

amendment to the one filed dated 12 day of March 1833 (and which is hereunto annexed) in order to 

obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7, 1832.   

That he entered the service of the United States under the following named Officers and served as 

herein stated.   

That in the month of February in the year 1781 as well as he recollects -- he volunteered, and entered 

the service of his Country, in a Company of Cavalry -- Capt. Kinzey& commanded by Major Boykin 

and Col. Prevard [sic, Brevard] -- rendezvoused at Lincoln Court House North Carolina, thence he 

was marched to Mecklenburg Court House North Carolina, thence to   
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Camden in South Carolina where he was stationed for several months, during which time he aided in 

taking several persons as Tories and was employed in guarding them, in the latter part of the same 

Summer he was marched to a place called Ninety Six where he was stationed for some time, and was 

out in scouting parties after the Tories & British, from which place he was marched to the high hills 

of Santee where he was stationed for some weeks, thence he was marched near to the Eutaw Springs, 

where he joined the Main Army, and was kept guarding the British that was taken prisoner at 

Camden -- at this place he was put under the Command of Col. Middleton and General Wade 

Hampton and continued in service until the month of December of the same year when he was 

honorably discharged from his Service having served ten months. He also states that he received a 

discharge which has been lost.   

The following questions were propounded by the Justice of the Peace, (the same having been omitted 

in the first application) to the declarant   

Where & what year were you born   

Answer I was born in Pittsylvania County Virginia in the year 1761 as he has been informed  

Question Have you any record of your age and if so where is it   

Answer -- I have none   

Question Where were you living when called into service, where have you lived since the  

Revolutionary War, and where do you now live   

Answer When called into service I was living in Lincoln County North Carolina, thence he removed 

to Sullivan County Tennessee thence to Jefferson County where he now resides.   

Question How were you called into service were you drafted, did you volunteer or were you a 

Substitute, and if a Substitute for whom   

Answer I was a volunteer   

Question State the names of some of the A regular Officers, who were with the troops where you 

served such Continental and militia Regiments as you can recollect, and the general Circumstances 

of your Services   

Answer My Captain's names was Kinzey there was also Major Boykin -- was commanded by Col. 

Prevard -- Col. Middleton and GeneralsWade Hampton and Sumpter [sic, Thomas Sumter] -- does 

not recollect the Regiment.   

Question did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so by whom was it given & what 

has become of it   

Answer. I did receive a discharge which was signed by General Wade Hampton  The 

7th question answered in the annexed declaration.   

Sworn to & subscribed the day & date above written.  

S/ Joseph Large, X his mark   

[Attested by George Branner, JP]   

[fn p. 4: On May for, 1844 in Jefferson County Tennessee, John Large, aged 54 years, filed an 

affidavit in which he states he is the son of Joseph Large a pensioner at the rate of $41.66 per annum 

for his services in the revolution; that his father died October 9, 1842 leaving a wife Mary Large, 

affiant's mother and the following named children: Wm Large, Th Large, Jacob Large, Adam Large, 

Elizabeth Large, Pheba Cook, Lucy Carman, Debora Large and Sarah Harper; the affiant states that 

his mother Mary Large died November 7th, 1843; he makes this affidavit in order to obtain the 

pension due his mother as the widow of a revolutionary war pensioner.]   

[fn p. 16: On May 9, 1844 in Sullivan County Tennessee, Mrs. Mary Emmitt, 79, testified that   

she was intimately acquainted with Joseph Large and his wife Mary Large; that they lived together as 

man and wife from 1789 up to the time of the death of Joseph Large.]   
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[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $41.66 for 10 months service in the cavalry during the  
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 Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements   

Pension application of James Magee S1555 fn29NC   

Transcribed by Will Graves 4/3/09   

[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease 

of reading and to facilitate searches of the database. Also, the handwriting of the original scribes 

often lends itself to varying interpretations. Users of this database are urged to view the original and 

to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually wrote. Blanks 

appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original.]   

State of Tennessee Jefferson County   

On this 10th day of September personally appeared in open Court before the Court of Pleas and  

Quarter Sessions for said County (being a Court of record, having a Clerk and Seal) now sitting, 

James Magee, a resident of said County of Jefferson, & State of Tennessee, aged about 70 years, who 

being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath, make the following declaration, in order to 

obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832.   

That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers and served as 

herein stated:   

That in the summer of 1776, his brother Willie Magee was drafted in Sussex County in the State of  

Virginia, under Capt. Jesse Williamson for a one-month tour -- that his mother being a widow, and 

Willie being the oldest son, this applicant went as a substitute for the said Willie -- that the company 

rendezvoused at Sussex Court House, as well as he recollects, in the month of August 1776, -- from 

thence he was marched to Portsmouth on James River and Norfolk was then lying in ashes on the 

opposite side of the River -- At Portsmouth they joined Col. Charles Harrison of the Artillery train, 

there was no Col. of the Militia at that place, -- he does not recollect the names of any other of the 

field officers at that place -- but recollects a Capt. Burrell in the regular service under Harrison. He 

remained here a month -- while he was there, there was no engagement between the enemy & the US 

troops, but there was frequent cannonading between the American batteries, and the and , 2 ships of 

enemy, which played up and down the James River. At the expiration of his month, the term for 

which he was substituted, his Capt. marched his company back to Sussex through Suffolk (the same 

route he marched out) to Sussex, making in all 6 weeks from the time of rendezvous. He was then 

discharged by Capt. Williamson. This applicant further states, that in April 1777, as well as he can 

recollect, his brother Drury Magee was drafted in the same County of Sussex & State of Virginia, 

under the command of Capt. __ Smith, for a one-month tour -- that his family being in a delicate 

state of health, this applicant at his request, agreed to served the tour for him -- he accordingly joined 

the company at Sussex Court House, the place of rendezvous -- from whence they marched through 

Sussex to Portsmouth, which was still under the command of the same officers as of the preceding 

year -- that he remained at that place one month, during which time, there was no fighting, except the 

cannonading with the 2 ships before named, which was much as before -- at the end of the month, the 

company was marched back the same route, to the place of rendezvous, and there discharged by 

Capt. Smith after an absence of 6 weeks.   

About the first of March 1778, one John Izzard, having nearly served the term of 2 years for which 

he had enlisted, enlisted for another term of 3 years in the 15th Virginia Regiment, under the 

command of Col. David Mason -- the said Izzard's father, having died, he applied to this applicant to 

serve in his stead until he could settle the business of his father's estate -- he consented to do so, and 

proceeded from said County of Sussex, where he still lived, with said   

Izzard, to Williamsburg -- at which place Izzard presented the applicant to Col. Mason as his 

substitute, and he was excepted as such -- the 15th Regiment was then lying, there, waiting for 
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clothing to march to the North to join General Washington -- this applicant was immediately placed 

in the shop of one Nickerson, a tailor, where he and 4 others (that being all in the Regiment that 

could sew) remained until the Regiment was equipped, which was some time in August, as well as he 

recollects, -- when the marching orders were given -- the Regiment proceeded as far as New Kent 

Court House, he thinks about 20 miles, when they were overtaken by Col. Mason who had been 

home to settle his business, and also by the said John Izzard, who then took his place, and this 

applicant returned home. He does not recollect the names of any of the officers except those already 

named -- he will state as one reason, in addition to the length of time, why he cannot recollect the 

names of the officers, that he was constantly in the tailor's shop, and never paraded with the troops, 

except in the march to New Kent. He got home about the first of September 1778.   

In the fall of 1778, he removed to Orange County North Carolina to his brother-in-law's -- from 

thence he removed to Caswell County, adjoining Orange (having married). In the year 1780, the last 

of June or first of July, he was drafted for a 3 months tour, out of Capt. Peter O'Neil's company & 

served under Capt. Fauquier in the Regiment commanded by Col. William Moore from Caswell 

County NC -- he thinks that Major Rogers of Orange County was along -- they rendezvoused at  

Caswell Court House -- from thence they marched to Hillsboro NC where they joined the Granville  

& Orange troops, commanded by General Butler -- one of the captains from Granville was named  

Gilliam -- he does not recollect the names of the other officers -- from thence they marched to 

Salisbury NC at which place a difference arose between Col. Moore and General Butler, when 

Moore with his Regiment left him, and went over to New Providence SC [sic, North Carolina] near 

Twelve Mile Creek, and joined General Davidson, Col. Morgan with his riflemen & Col. 

Washington with his troop of horse, where they remained until their terms of service expired, when 

they were marched to Guilford Court House NC where they were discharged by Col. Moore.   

In June 1781, this applicant was again drafted for a 3 months tour, in said County of Caswell NC. His 

Capt.'s name he does not recollect, but thinks it was Capt. Rogers from Orange. He was in Col. 

Thomas Farmer's Regiment his Majors were Humphries & Parrish, his Lieut. was __ Curry, who was 

wounded in the battle at Eutaw Springs, of which he died -- they rendezvoused at Caswell Court 

House -- from thence they marched to Hillsboro -- from thence to Salisbury from thence we marched 

to Camden SC where we joined the General Green [sic, Nathanael Greene] at headquarters -- from 

thence the whole Army, under the command of General Greene, marched to the High Hills of Santee, 

where the British lay at the time Army left Camden -- the officers at this time in General Greene's 

command, were Col. Williams, called adjutant General, Col. (or General) Malbardy [sic, Malmedy], 

Col. Dixon, and others which he cannot recollect. When the Army arrived at the High Hills, the 

British had left that place, and gone down the Santee to the Eutaw Springs where they encamped. We 

encamped but a few days on the Hills, till Col. Washington had spied out their situation, of which he 

informed the board of war -- the next night, as well as he recollects, the 20th of August, we were 

marched about 10 o'clock at night -- On our march down the next morning, we met and fired upon a 

rooting party of the enemy, who were coming out to get potatoes, which was the commencement of 

the battle. General Greene, formed his auxiliary and the regulars in the rear, on each side of the road, 

and ordered General Malmedy to advance, and fire and retreat until he brought the enemy within the 

ambush there formed -- Col. Malmedy, having discovered the enemy lying close to the ground,  

directed his men upon the word "halt," to fire at the ground, which was done with such success, that 

Malmedy did not retreat, but continued to keep up the fight until General Greene rode up. Greene in 

turning his horse to ride back to his artillery, had his horse shot from under him whereupon he 

dismounted Col. Williams, and marched his regulars & artillery to the battle ground, where the 12 

months men and the militia, opened upon the right and left, and Greene marched through in front of 
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the battle -- Col. Malmedy commanded the right wing of the 12 months men & militia & Col. 

Washington was on the right wing with his troop of horse -- Col. Farmer commanded the left wing of 

the militia & 12 months men & run -- as he turned to run, his horse was shot -- Col. Lea [sic, Lee] 

with his troop of horse was on the left wing. -- Col. Washington with his troop of horse, charged the 

Queens Regiment, the 71st called the "Buffs" -- as he returned, his horse was bayoneted & he taken 

prisoner as he was informed -- the British were driven beyond their baggage, when our men 

commenced rummaging their tents, drinking rum &c &c which the enemy discovering, came back 

upon us, & drove us back into the woods, where we formed again -- we charged them a 2nd time & 

drove them off of the ground. -- In the evening the enemy sent in a flag, stating that Greene might 

keep the ground if he would bury the dead -- Greene returned for answer, that his honor was great 

enough to bury the dead, & the ground he would keep anyhow. -- The next day we dug trenches just 

below the brick house, in which we buried the dead. We were then ordered to march to Salisbury 

with the prisoners, where we were to be discharged -- the prisoners were left at Salisbury, and we 

marched to Guilford Court House where we were discharged by Majors Humphries & Parrish, as we 

had left our Col. (Farmer) under arrest.   

He states that he has no documentary evidence nor does he know of any person whose testimony he 

can procure who can testify to his services, as to the 3 first terms, but expects his name is on the rolls 

of the Virginia troops in the War Department. As to the 4th tour under Col. Moore, he refers to the 

testimony of John Murphey1 hereto annexed marked, B. A.   
1 John Murphey W1460   
2 Nicholas Counce (Counts) S2443   

As to the last tour, and the battle of the Eutaw Springs, he refers to the deposition of Nicholas Counts 

Senior 2 which is hereto annexed marked B. He states that he had for discharges -- that they were in a 

small box in his possession, that the Tories and British in their ravages, pillaged his house, & he 

believes, his discharges & all his other papers were carried away by them. He states that he was born 

in Sussex County State of Virginia, on the 6th of December 1762 -- His birth was registered in 

Parson Willis' Office in Sussex County, State of Virginia -- After the War, he lived in Caswell  

County NC for some time, then in Hollows of Adkin [sic, Yadkin?], then he removed to Henry  

County State of Virginia, where he lived 2 years -- from thence he removed to the State of Tennessee 

Greene County, where he now lives, at this time called Jefferson. The applicant states, in addition to 

what he has already stated, that after the battle at the Eutaw Springs, as they were on their march to 

Salisbury, when they arrived at Camden SC General Malmedy overtook us, and told us, that he had 

orders from General Greene, for us to march back to the High Hills of Santee, which we accordingly 

did, where we remained 2 weeks, until the news of our success upon Sea [? Lea ? ] arrived – Mal 

[sic, Malmedy?] then told us that he had had no authority for calling us back. We then went home as 

before stated. This applicant will further state, that, for all this, he has never received a farthing, nor 

does he expect to, unless the authorities of the land shall be gracious enough to give it him.   

He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or an annuity, except the present, and he 

declares that his name is not on the pension roll of any Agency in any State.   

Sworn to and subscribed the day & year aforesaid   

S/ Joseph Hamilton, Clerk S/ James Magee   

[David Barton of Grainger County and William Cox of Jefferson County gave the standard 

supporting affidavit.]  [fn p. 20]   

State of Tennessee Grainger County: Personally appeared Nicholas Counts Senior before me James 

R. Cocke one of the acting Justices of the peace for Grainger County in the State of Tennessee duly 

commissioned by the Gov. of said State and made oath that on my return from the battle of Eutaw 

Springs in South Carolina I became acquainted with James McGhee and that I believe he was among 
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the Militia at said Battle and that he was in the Army as a soldier at said time under Col. Farmer to 

the best of my knowledge & believe.   

Given under my hand and seal at Rutledge in the County of Grainger and State of Tennessee this 

20th day of August 1832.   

Sworn to before me the day and year above written. S/ Nicholas Counts, Sr, X his mark  S/ 

James R. Cocke, JP   

[fn p. 25]   

State of Tennessee Jefferson County: On this 10th day of September 1832 before me Jacob P. Chase 

an acting justice of the peace in and for the County aforesaid personally appeared, John Murphey and 

made oath, that James McGhee of the said County of Jefferson, in the year 1780, was mustered into 

service at Caswell old Court house -- and that he served a tour of 3 months duty in the militia of 

North Carolina after joining headquarters at Salisbury as I was credibly informed – Said McGhee 

when he left said Caswell old Court house Caswell County in said State of North Carolina was under 

the command of Col. William Moore -- General Butler was the commanding General.   

Sworn to & subscribed before me September 10th 1832   

S/ Jacob P. Chase, JP S/ John Murphey   

[fn p. 27]   

State of Tennessee Jefferson County: Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, a justice of 

the peace &c John Magee who being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that by reason of old age and 

the consequent loss of memory, he cannot swear positively as to the precise length of his service, but 

according to the best of his recollection he served not less than the periods mentioned below, and in 

the following grades -- for one year and 4 months I served as a private, and for such service I claim a 

pension, and that owing to bodily infirmity he cannot attend court well. S/ James Magee Senr.   

Sworn to and subscribed before me the 3rd day of May 1833   

S/ Robert McFarland, JP   

[James Thompson, a clergyman, gave the standard supporting affidavit.]  

    

Jefferson County, TN  

William Manson  

  

 Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements   

Pension application ofWilliam Manson W8423 Mary fn33SC   

Transcribed by Will Graves 6/12/09   

[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease 

of reading and to facilitate searches of the database. Also, the handwriting of the original scribes 

often lends itself to varying interpretations. Users of this database are urged to view the original and 

to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually wrote. Blanks 

appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original.]   

State of Tennessee County of Jefferson September 7th 1832   

On this 7th day of September personally appeared before me Jacob Gear one of the Justices of the 

peace for the County of Jefferson and State of Tennessee, William Manson, a resident of said County 

and State, aged 82 years, who being first duly sworn, according to law, doth on his oath, make the 

following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by the act of Congress 

passed June 7th, 1832.   
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That, the Deponent William Manson was born on the 13th of November 1750 in Caithness, one of 

the northern Shires of Scotland; of which he has a record in his family Bible. In the year 1775 he 

emigrated to the United States and landed at Savannah, Georgia late in the fall of 1775. In the 

following spree he moved to Broad River, Wilkes County, Georgia, 15 miles above James Fort -- 

now called Petersburg -- In July 1776 he enlisted under Captain Bowie, and after serving 15 months 

lived for 9 months about 3 miles from Fort Independence on Rocky River -- Thence removed 9 

months lower down upon Calhoun's Creek where he lived in 11 years -- then moved to Pendleton 

County, on the branch of the Savannah River, where he lived 14 years and 10 months -- then moved 

to Warren County Kentucky, where he lived 4 years -- then moved to Madison County, Alabama -- 

at that time the Mississippi Territory -- where he lived 5 years -- then moved to Blount County, East 

Tennessee, where he remained 3 years -- then moved again to Alabama where he remained 7 years. 

Thence removed to East Tennessee in 1823 -- where he now lives in Jefferson County. In July 1776, 

day he does not recollect, this Deponent enlisted under Captain John Bowie, of the South Carolina 

State troops, for the term of 15 months -- He enlisted in Fort Charlotte, South Carolina, on Savannah 

River --William Hutton -- Lieutenant during the whole term -- there were other lieutenants, who did 

not continue for the whole term -- being changed or dispatched on the other service -- of which this 

deponent only recollects Lieutenant Prince -- he does not recollect the name of the Ensign. Fort 

Charlotte was a large, well-built, strong Fort -- and gave security and protection to the frontiers -- 

Captain Bowie kept the Fort for 12 months -- during which time a constant war was waged between 

the Cherokee Indians, aided by the Tories -- and the Whigs -- This Fort was constantly filled with the 

defenseless families of the frontiers, until the close of this Deponents term of service. After 

remaining in the Fort for 12 months -- this deponent was marched under Captain Bowie, about 40 

miles up the Savannah River -- together with several companies -- the whole commanded by General 

Andrew Williamson -- He believes Colonel Reed was one of the Officers -- Major Pickens was -- to 

the right of the River, he does not recollect how far, General Williamson held a treaty with the 

Cherokee Indians, at which a large body of land was purchased from the Indians -- extending up the 

Savannah River. After the treaty was concluded, which occupied about 2 weeks, this deponent was 

marched back to Fort Charlotte -- and in a few days was marched under Captain Bowie to Fort 

independence, 30 miles higher up on Rocky River -- where this Deponent was discharged in the 

month of October 1777 after completing his service of 15   

months. This Deponent has lost his discharge; when or where he does not know. Nine months after 

his discharge, he removed to Calhoun's Creek -- where he was attached to Captain Joseph Pickens' 

Company of mounted Rangers -- Alexander Lucky and Mathew Finley Lieutenants -- the name of 

the Ensign he is unable to recollect. In 1779 the Tory Captains Boyd and McCrary marched along the 

border settlements, coming out of North Carolina, plundering the Whig families -- intending to join 

the British forces on the Coast. Early in the summer of 1779 the Deponent was marched under 

Captain Pickens against the Tories Boyd & McCrary -- At the Savannah River above James Fort the 

Company divided, one part crossing the River under Captain Pickens in pursuit of Boyd -- the other 

part of which the deponent was one, pursued McCreery who had not yet crossed the River -- but did 

not overtake him -- but returned to Fort Charlotte. Captain Pickens overtook the Tory Boyd -- routed 

his Company and killed him, and returned with the prisoners to Fort Charlotte -- where the Deponent 

was employed as one of the guard over them. He was on service in this expedition one month. In a 

short time before the Siege of Savannah -- the deponent was marched under Captain Pickens from 

Cowan's ferry, Savannah River, to Brier Creek, to quell and subdue the Tories in that section, which 

was effectually done and the company returned after an absence of one month. The deponent was, 

during a period of several months, he engaged in several short expeditions, which in all must have 

amounted to 2 months -- that all of them he cannot now recollect. He was, and 1780 marched under 



Revolutionary War Gravesite’s of Knox and Surrounding Counties  

321  

  

Captain Pickens from Calhoun's Creek to the high hills of Santee, where Captain Pickens, being 

informed that Charleston was taken -- returned through a Tory settlement on the North side of Saluda 

River -- after an absence of a month and a half. In 1781 he marched under Captain Pickens to the  

Siege of Fort 96 -- where a large body of British and Tories were besieged under the command of  

Colonel Cruger of the British Army. General Greene commanded the Regulars of the Continental 

Army -- The American Army had made considerable progress in undermining the Fort and the 

besieged could not have held out much longer -- when information arrived of the approach of Lord 

Rawdon. General Greene determined upon an assault in which the Deponent's Captain Joseph 

Pickens was killed and several of his men wounded. The deponent was 2 months in service in 

marching to -- besieging Ninety Six and returning home. Not long before the British evacuated 

Charleston, the deponent joined his company at Bacon's Bridge 40 or 50 miles from Charleston -- 

where he was commanded by General Andrew Pickens -- guarding the Country from the foraging 

parties of the British who were in Charleston -- Returned under Lieutenant Finley after service of one 

month. After this, time not recollected, he was marched under Lieutenant Finley to the Block House, 

on General Pickens farm, where Abbeville now stands, where he was engaged in service for 2 

months and a half -- guarding the prisoners that had been taken there for safe keeping. This Deponent 

declares that he was in service under Captain John Bowie -- 15 months as an enlisted soldier -- and 

under Captain Joseph Pickens and Lieutenant Mathew Finley 10 months as a mounted Ranger. He 

has no documentary evidence in regard to his service, nor does he know of any person living from 

whom he could procure the testimony as to his service. This Deponent hereby relinquishes every 

claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declares that his name is not on the 

pension roll of the Agency of any State.   

S/ William Manson, X his mark   

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 7th day of September 1832.   

S/ Jacob Gera, JP   

[William Sutherland Manson, a clergyman, and Thomas Gibbs gave the standard supporting 

affidavit.]  
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[fn p. 13: On November 5, 1838, and Jefferson County Tennessee, Mary Manson, 76, filed for a 

widows pension under the 1838 act stating that she is the widow of William Manson; that she 

married him October 13 1783; that he died July 3, 1838; and that she remains his widow; she 

supported a family record made by her son William S. Manson some 30 years previously and 

copied into a Bible by Christopher Windows, a school master.]  [fn p. 16: family record]    
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Jefferson County, TN  

George May  

  

 Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters   

  

Pension application of George May S38928 f21VA   

Transcribed by Will Graves 3/28/13   

  
[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 

database. Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or 

additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 

question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me. Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran 

and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical 
information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth 

century research requests for information have been omitted. I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions. Such software 

misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers 

which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one  
th thousand eighty six" as "the 8 of June 1786." Please call errors 

or omissions to my attention.]   

  

State of Tennessee Jefferson County viz.   

Be it remembered that on this day came George May an old Citizen of the said County before me 

William Hill a Justice of the peace and one of the Justices of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions 

in and for the said County which court is a Court of Record, and the said George May for the purpose 

of obtaining a Pension under the act of Congress of the United States lately passed dated March 18, 

1818 entitled "An act to provide for certain persons engaged in the land and naval service of the 

United States in the Revolutionary War" and being duly sworn maketh the following declaration on 

oath to wit   

The said George May thinks he is now upwards of seventy years of age that when he was eleven 

years old he together with the rest of his father's family emigrated from Germany to the United States 

where he has been a Citizen ever since mostly in the State of Virginia and for the last sixteen or 

seventeen years he and his family have resided in the said County of Jefferson in the said State of 

Tennessee – That he resided in Loudoun County State of Virginia at the commencement of the 

Revolutionary War between Great Britain and the United States in the year 1776 – that after having 

served a tour of duty for 6 months in what was called minute man under Captain Charles West he 

enlisted as a soldier at Hampton in the said State of Virginia for the term of two years under the said  

rd man in the Virginia Line on the 

Continental Establishment in the 3 Virginia Regiment commanded by Colonel Weeden [George 

Weedon] who this deponent believes was afterwards a general. John Tyler was a Lieutenant in the said 

Company and Major Leach was a Major in the Regiment who this deponent thinks was afterwards 

wounded in some Battle and died of his wounds but does not recollect which battle – This deponent does 

not recollect the time exactly he enlisted for the said two years but recollects the place to wit at Hampton 

aforesaid and that he was marched from Hampton to New York in the said  
1  

Regiment and was afterwards at the taking of the Hessians at Princeton (or Trenton; he is not certain as to 

the name but he is certain he was there and fought in the service of the US so far as necessary) and also at 

a scrimmage at Brunswick. That he served out the said term of two years and was discharged at Middle  
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Brook [Middlebrook, NJ] near Germantown in the State of Pennsylvania by Captain Thornton as well as  

he recollects the said Captain West being promoted. This deponent further states that he kept his said 

Certificate of discharge for several years which together with a parcel of Continental money which she 

had and thinking both to be of no value, through it away – this deponent does not recollect the time he 

was discharged but recollects it was shortly after the Battle of Germantown [October 4, 1777] in which 

Battle he was – This deponent does not know of any person in this State of Tennessee by whom he can 

prove his said   
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1 The battle of Trenton occurred on December 26, 1776 and the battle of Princeton occurred on January 3, 

1777.Service = And that he is in reduced Circumstances and needs the assistance of his Country – 

being very poor with a numerous family.    
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Jefferson County, TN  

  

Robert McFarland  
  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters  Pension 

application of Robert McFarland S2004 f49Va.   

Transcribed by Will Graves rev'd 4/6/09 & 4/25/13   
[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 

database. Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or 

additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 

question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me. Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran 

and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical 
information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth 

century research requests for information have been omitted. I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions. Such software 

misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers 

which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand 

eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786." Please call errors or omissions to my attention.]   

State of Tennessee Jefferson County August 25th 1832   

On the twenty fifth day of August personally appeared before me Alexander McDonald one of the  

Justices of the Peace for the County of Jefferson and State of Tennessee Colonel Robert McFarland 

Senior, a resident of said County and State aged seventy three, who being first duly sworn according 

to law, doth, on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of 

Congress passed June 7th 1832.   

That the Deponent Colonel Robert McFarland Senior was born on the fifteenth day of March 

seventeen hundred and fifty nine in Orange County, North Carolina. At eight years of age he 

removed with his Father to Bedford County, State of Virginia. Four years thereafter he removed to 

Boutetourt [sic, Botetourt County]. Remained ten years in Botetourt, where he married and moved 

with his wife to Washington where he remained till the close of the War of the Revolution. He then 

moved into what was called Greene County - Now Jefferson County, State of Tennessee, and has 

lived in Jefferson ever since. This Deponent served about four months under Captain William 

Russell, afterwards General Russell. Two of the Lieutenants of Captain R's Company came to his 

Father's house near Reed Creek, where Wthye Court House now stands, and this Deponent agreed 

with them to join the Company in November 1776. William Bowen was another Lieutenant and 

James Knox the Ensign of the Company. This Company was raised to guard the Frontier Garrisons.  

Captain Russell marched with his Company from Reed Creek to Ramsey's Fort, five miles above 

Long Island. Remained in the Fort until the latter part of February 1777 when discharged. The 

company got no written discharge but received Certificates of Service, upon which they got their 

pay, which was forty Shillings per month. In the following March, 1777 Captain John Mongomery 

[John Montgomery] came to Deponent's Father's house and got Deponent to join his Company. 

Michal  

Dougherty Lieutenant, John Simpson Ensign. Marched from Reed Creek to Blackamoores [sic,  

Blackmore's] Station on Clinch River ranged to Houston's Station on Moccasin Creek - Bledsoe's  

Station and Shelby's Station - returned to Long Island in the First of October. There joined General  

William Christian's Army consisting of upwards of two thousand men. Captain Montgomery's  

Company was annexed to Major Evan Shelby's Battalion. Colonel Hill and Major Winston [Joseph 

Winston] of North Carolina were on this expedition. This Deponent served through this expedition 

against the Cherokee Indians. Marched through Greene County, East Tennessee, by the bend of  

Chucky [sic, Nolichucky River] - along the Indian War Path to the Tennessee River crossed said  

River at the Town of Tomaslow, thence Island   
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Town below the mouth of Telico [sic, Tellico River] - four miles - which town was burnt -Toco, 

Chota, and Citico (beloved towns of the Indians and our commander Genl. Christian would not 

permit the men to burn them) to Tuskega, where a young white man had been burned by the Indians. 

We burned Tuskega - The Indians fled before our Army and departed their towns - so we had no 

fighting on this expedition. Returned in the month of December under our respective Captains to our 

homes - Our Company got no written discharge. Our Captains returned a pay Roll, and the men must 

have received their pay upon this evidence. This Deponent was but eighteen years and nine months 

old at this time, and his father may have received his pay, though this Deponent does not know. He 

did not receive it himself but thinks his father did. Though even then it had begun to be worth much 

less than the first year of the War. In the following September 1778 volunteered under Captain James 

Montgomery at Wythe Court House, Wm. Doke Lieutenant - Robert Davis Ensign - Marched to the 

head of Clinch [River], Maxwell's fort - was detached as one of a guard for Major Robertson to Aps 

Valley [sic, Abb Valley?] on Blue Stone Creek - again as a spy down the Tug fork of Sandy River on 

to the Level Country, to ascertain whether the Indians were disturbing or about to disturb the border 

settlements - Returned to Maxwell's fort the first of December after having ascertained that the 

Indians were quiet on Sandy and beyond that river. From Maxwell's fort Captain Montgomery's 

company returned home in the month of December 1778. Received no written discharge. In 1779 

removed with his wife to Washington County, Virginia: Shortly after was appointed as Ensign in  

Captain John Campbell's Company - received no commission but was appointed by Colonel Arthur 

Campbell the commander of our Regiment, Arthur Bowen lieutenant. In 1779 this Deponent 

volunteered and marched in the expedition under Col. Arthur Campbell against Col. Roberts of North 

Carolina, who had come over into Virginia to plunder the Whigs and recruit Tories. This deponent 

acted as the Ensign under Captain William Edmonson, Robin Edmonson and David Beattie 

Lieutenants, Col. Campbell and Col. Crocket and Major Edmonson - with 500 men started on this 

expedition - Rendezvous at the head of Cripple Creek - thence through Creek Settlement, up to  

Baker's settlement - then learned that Roberts had recrossed the mountain and been defeated at Ram  

Sowers [sic, Ramsour's] Mill [June 20, 1780]. The main body of the men turned back. Captain  

Edmonson and his company of which this Deponent was Ensign, was ordered to the three forks of  

New River into Perkin's settlement to quell Tories in that section - took two Tories, gave them up to 

Colonel Cleaveland [sic, Benjamin Cleveland] and returned in the latter part of July after an absence 

of two months. This Deponent was prevented from marching with his company to the Battle of 

King's Mountain by receiving orders from Col. Arthur Campbell to return and collect a force to 

march against the Tories at New River. He was with his company at the Rendezvous, James 

Thompson's Ebbing Spring -whence the troops marched to King's Mountain – There this Deponent 

received orders to return and at the same time was promoted to a Lieutenancy. This Deponent 

returned, collected some men, was joined by Lieutenant Davis at the Blue Springs, and marched to 

Elk Creek. At Clem Lea's took sixteen of the Tories, and sent them to the lead mines, there to be 

garrisoned & kept from mischief - pursued the Tories into the edge of North Carolina, returned home 

in ten or twelve days. In two or three days started again with 30 men passed over the mountain, 

higher up punished [?] severely the Tories that had been destroying and carrying off the property of 

our Citizens - and returned in three weeks, the same day the men returned from King's Mountain. On 

Saturday after our return, the first or second Saturday in December 1780 mustered at Captain  

Bowen's home and there received orders that every man who had not been wounded at the battle of  

King's Mountain should be ready on Monday to start on an Indian expedition under Col. Arthur  

Campbell. Captain Bowen (who had now become Captain of the Company in place of Captain  

Campbell resigned) remained at home and this Deponent with part of Bowen's Company, joined  
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Captain Crabtree of Washington, who had not a full company - George Finley Ensign. The  

Rendezvous was at Honeycutt's 3 miles west of Rogersville - 300 men rendezvoused at Honeycutt's -  

Col. A. Campbell of Washington Commander. Col. Clark of Sullivan commanded the regiment from 
that section. Marched from Honeycutt's by the bend of Chucky thence down to Tennessee River - 

Crossed said River at the Virginia ford, to Chota - burned it - to Chilhowah burned part of it - But 

Captain Clark retreating through a panic (hearing that some Indians were on the heights above the 
town) left Crabtree with only 30 men. The Indians retreated after losing three men - and Crabtree 

retired to the main body at Chota - Returned to Chilhowah the next day -back to Chota - thence to little 
Tellico - burnt it - Lost Capt. Ellit at Tellico - Capt. Ellit was in front crossing river - as he rode the 

opposite bank, one of the Indians who lay concealed shot Captain Ellit who fell from his horse. The 

Indians secured [?] Ellit's [word obliterated] immediately--snapped at the next man who ascended the 
Bank. The Indian fell dead before he could snap a second time. After a little firing the Indians retreated 

- burnt Tellico. The troops now divided - part went to Old Hiwassee - the balance to Big Tellico - From 

Old Hiwassee went to Chistenah [?] burnt it marched back to Big Tellico - After return to Tellico made 
preparations for home - We killed forty or fifty Indians in the expedition and cost but one man Capt. 

Ellit - a brave and gallant officer. Returned to our home about the first of March. This Deponent served 

four months under Captain Wm. Russell from first of November 1776 to the latter part of February 
1777 nine months under Capt. John Montgomery from March 1777 to December 1777 nine months 
under Captain James Montgomery from September 1778 to December  

1778. This Deponent served as an ensign in the Expedition against Tories two months in 1779 - as a  

Lieutenant he was in constant service from just before the battle of King's Mountain [October 7, 

1780] until the first of March following about six months. This Deponent after passing the meridian 

of his life in prosperity & enjoying the confidence of his fellow citizens in various public trust and 

honourable employments - has been reduced by misfortunes to a want of many of those comforts 

with which he had hoped the industry and exertion of earlier years would have crowned the evening 

of his days. The last act of Congress for the relief of the soldiers and officers of the Revolution he 

hopes will be found to reach his care, and he places the facts of his service before the Honourable 

Secretary at War in the confident hope that they will be comprehended within the meaning and 

intention of that act. The Deponent has no documentary evidence in regard to his service, nor does he 

know of any person living from whom he could procure this testimony as to his service. He was very 

young when he entered the service, and there were none younger than himself in his company - He 

believes that there are very few survivors of the services in which he was engaged. This Deponent 

hereby relinquishes any claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, and declares that 

his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State.   

S/ R. McFarland  

  

Sworn to and subscribed before me   

S/ Alexander McDonald Justice of Peace  

  

    

Jefferson County, TN  

Stephen McLaughlin  

  

 Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements   
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Pension application of Stephen McLaughlin W963 Nancy fn40NC   

Transcribed by Will Graves 2/21/09   

[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease 

of reading and to facilitate searches of the database. Also, the handwriting of the original scribes 

often lends itself to varying interpretations. Users of this database are urged to view the original and 

to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually wrote. Blanks 

appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original.]   

State of Tennessee County of Jefferson: September Sessions   

On this 11th day of September personally appeared in open Court, before the Court of Pleas and  

Quarter Sessions of Jefferson County, Stephen McLauglin [sic] a resident of Jefferson and State of 

Tennessee, aged 74 years, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath, make the 

following answers to the interrogatories propounded to him by, and also on his oath makes the 

annexed deposition as to the term of his Service, in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress 

passed June 7th, 1832.   

Question 1st Where and in what year were you born?   

Answer 1st I was born in South Carolina on the head of Edisto River, on 3 September 1759.  Question 

2nd Have you any record of your age, and if so, where is it?   

Answer 2nd I have none.   

Question 3rd where were you living when called into Service; where have you lived since the 

Revolutionary war, and where do you now live?   

Answer 3rd. When called into Service, I was living in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. Since 

the Revolutionary War, I lived in North Carolina, then in the State of Virginia, and lastly in East 

Tennessee, where I now live in Jefferson County.   

Question 4th. How were you called into service; were you drafted, did you volunteer, or were you a 

Substitute? And if a Substitute, for whom?   

Answer 4th. In my first tour, I enlisted in the Infantry Service in the State of Georgia; In my 2nd tour 

I enlisted in the Dragoon service of the State of Georgia.   

Question 5th. State the names of some of the Regular Officers, who were with the troops, where you 

Served; such Continental and Militia Regiments as you can recollect, and the general circumstances 

of your Service.   

Answer 5th. My first tour, was in the Expedition against St. Augustine, commanded by Gov. 

Houston of Georgia. Col. Bugg was one of the Continental Officers. Our company was attached first 

to Col. Bugg's Regiment. We were afterwards commanded by Col. Jack and Major Hawkins. My 2nd 

tour, was in the Dragoon Service under Capt. Stallions -- our company was attached to Col. Jackson's 

Regiment Major Hawkins Adjutant Capt. Morrison commanded one of the Infantry Companies. We 

were joined by Gen. Wayne's forces at Ebenezer -- who were preparing to laid siege to Savannah.  

Other general and some particular circumstances of my services are detailed in my declaration.  

Question 6th. Did you ever receive a discharge from the Service and if so by whom was it given and 

what has become of it?   

Answer 6th. I received a discharge at the end of my tours. My Brother Jacob and myself belonged to 

the same company in my first tour. My Brother being married and settled, took care of this discharge, 

and I afterwards gave him the other to take care of. My first discharge and my brother Jacob's were 

both written on the same piece of paper. Brother Jacob has since died in the State of Virginia and I 

know not what has become of them.   
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Questions 7th. State the names of persons, to whom you are known in your present neighborhood, 

and who can testify, as to your character for veracity, and their belief of your Services, as a Soldier of 

the Revolution.   

Answer 7th. When I made oath to my Declaration before this court at its March Sessions 1833, I was 

then asked the same questions, which are now asked, and in answer to the 7th Question I referred the 

Court to the Rev. Henry Randolph and to Mr George Rodgers, Peter Echols and Daniel Witt, 

Citizens of Jefferson County, residing in my neighborhood. These citizens were then examined 

touching my character as a man of veracity as to my reputation in my neighborhood as a soldier of 

the Revolution, and their own beliefs of my Services as such -- and they then swore to and 

subscribed a certificate to that effect.   

And the said McLaughlin deposeth and saith that by reason of old age and the consequent loss of 

memory, he cannot swear positively as to the precise length of his service; but according to the best 

of his recollection, he served not less than the periods mentioned below, and in the following grades - 

For 10 months, I served as a private of Infantry; for 11 months, I served as a private of Dragoons, 

and for such service I claim a pension; and the said Stephen McLaughlin further deposeth and saith 

that he served 21 months. That he has no documentary evidence as to his service and that he knows 

of no person, whose testimony he can procure, who can testify to his service. Sworn to and 

subscribed the day and year aforesaid.   

S/ Stephen McLaughlin, X his mark   

State of Tennessee County of Jefferson: March 12th, 1833   

On this 12th day of March, personally appeared in open Court before the Quorum Court of Pleas and 

Quarter Sessions of Jefferson County, Stephen McLaughlin, a resident of Jefferson County in State 

of Tennessee, aged 73 years, who being first duly sworn, according to law, doth on his oath make the 

following declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7th, 1832.  

The Declarant Stephen McLaughlin makes oath that he was born in South Carolina, on the head of 

Edisto River on 3rd September 1759. That he moved with his father in his infancy, at what period of 

it he does not recollect, into Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. He enlisted in the early part of 

November 1777 at his father's house under Capt. Michael Dickson of Georgia. Capt. M. Dickson was 

authorized by the State of Georgia to enlist a company and he came into North Carolina for the 

purpose of filling up his company more readily by enlisting in Mecklenburg County. Rogers Fort on 

the frontiers of Georgia on the Ogeechee River was the Rendezvous of the company. The lieutenants 

were William Henderson and __ Richie, the Christian name of the latter not recollected, Robert 

Thompson orderly Sgt. Capt. M. Dickson joined Capt. David Dickson at Fort Rogers. John Wall was 

the Lieut. of Capt. David Dickson Fort Rogers gave protection and afforded an asylum to the 

inhabitants of that part of the frontiers and for that purpose it was guarded and occupied by Capt. M. 

and D. Dickson's Companies until April 1777, when both Companies were removed to Augusta -- 

whence they were ordered to join the expedition against St. Augustine under Gov. Houston of 

Georgia. In June, day not recollected, Declarant was marched under his Capt. Michael Dickson, 

along with Capt. D. Dickson's company, to Charlton Mearle's Ferry, where they joined Col. Bugg, 

who commanded a Regiment of Continental troops. Major Hawkins was one of the officers of Col.  

Bugg's Regiment. Declarant does not recollect any other officers. Captains M. & D. Dickson's 

Companies were here placed under the command of Col. Jack and Major Hawkins, and were  

marched under those officers to Canoutchee river [sic, Canoochee River?], crossing Canoutchee on 

the South New Port -- where they were halted and remained 2 weeks. Thence were marched to  

Scintillah [sic, Satilla River?], thence to Baltamahah [sic, Altamaha River?], thence to Fort  



Revolutionary War Gravesite’s of Knox and Surrounding Counties  

331  

  

Barrington in the St. Augustine Territory -- said Territory and the town of St. Augustine being then in 

possession of the British at Fort Barrington we joined the American forces consisting of Continental 

and State troops under the command of Gov. Houston of Georgia, who, declarant believes, 

commanded the expedition. Declarant does not know the number of troops encamped at Fort 

Barrington. The men became very sickly and began to die off rapidly, and after remaining at Fort 

Barrington 3 or 4 weeks, the respective companies were informed by their captains that they would 

be marched to Midway Meeting house, where those who were able to march, would be discharged 

and those unable to march back, would be detained and assisted home in the wagons and with the 

horses. Col. Bugg remained at the Fort with the Continental troops, and Gov. Houston returned back 

to Georgia attended by this staff and other officers connected with the State troops. The Declarant 

was marched under his Capt. Michael Dickson to Midway Meeting house and there received his 

discharge in the month of August or September which, he cannot now recollect. The Declarant and 

his brother Jacob who belonged to the same Company received their discharges on the same piece of 

paper. Jacob, being the oldest and being then married and settled, kept the discharge. He has since 

died in the State of Virginia and declarant knows not what has become of the paper containing their 

discharges. Declarant served 10 months from his Enlistment in November 1777 until his discharge in 

September 1778. He enlisted for 2 years, but was discharged after the service as above recited. After  

Declarant had enlisted and had joined his Company at Rogers Fort, his father moved to Ogeechee 

River near to Rogers Fort, which was situated on the Ogeechee; After Roger's Fort was evacuated, 

the Indians recommenced there depredations upon the Settlements of that Section of country and the 

Father of Declarant moved to Kio Kah [sic, ?Kiawah?], where Declarant joined him & his family.  

The next spring they moved back to Ogeechee made a crop -- and moved in the fall to the head of  

Edisto [River] in South Carolina. Before his father moved, Declarant enlisted, in the month of 

September 1779 but day not recollected, at his Father's house on the Ogeechee River, into the service 

of the State of Georgia, in a company of dragoons under Capt. James Stallions, Stephen Blount and 

Ezekiel Stallions were the lieutenants Augusta was the place of Rendezvous, where the company was 

attached to the Regiment of Infantry under Col. Jackson, Major Hawkins Adjutant, the majors not 

recollected. Capt. Morrison commanded one of the Infantry Companies. Ezekiel Lyon was one of the 

Lieutenants of that Company. From Augusta the Company of Dragoons were employed in occasional 

expeditions through the various parts of the surrounding Country to keep down the Tories, who were 

numerous, particularly on Bryar Creek [sic, Briar Creek]. In the latter part of February 1780 we were 

marched to Ebenezer, and there joined the forces under General Wayne, who had a large body of 

Continental and State troops under him at that place, preparing to lay siege to Savannah. While at 

Ebenezer, 50 men were sent out under an officer every other day as a scouting party, to ascertain the 

movements of the British, who had possession of Savannah, and also to protect the country between 

Ebenezer and Savannah from the depredations of the British foraging parties. Shortly after 

Declarant's Company joined the forces at Ebenezer, the declarant was sent out on a scouting party 

under Capt. Stallions and Lieut. Harvey, a volunteer. The scouting party was marched towards 

Savannah, within 6 miles of it. At Pipemaker's Creek our party saw some British troops on the other 

side of the Creek on the causeway leading across the Creek and through the marsh. Capt. Stallions 

and his men were on the causeway on this side of the Creek, Capt. S. determined to charge the 

British party and did so. When we had advanced up to the place where the British party had been, we 

found that they had torn up the causeway at that place and had retired into the woods, on firm 

ground, whence they commenced firing on us, and wounded John Calton and 9 of our horses, before 

we could get out of the rush of their fire. The causeway being torn out we were unable to advance, as 

a horse could have mired in the muddy swamp or marsh over which the causeway was built. John 

Calton is a pensioner, as deponent is informed and lives in North Carolina on Tyger River. In April a 



Revolutionary War Gravesite’s of Knox and Surrounding Counties  

332  

  

detachment was sent out of Capt. Stallions Company, consisting of 12 inclusive of the commanding 

Sgt., for the purpose of taking care of the wounded horses and baggage at Turkey Hill belonging to 

the Army. Col. Douglass had command of the man, about 90 in number as he believes, who were 

stationed at Turkey Hill. These men were constantly employed in the Service as scouting parties 

around Turkey Hill, which was but 13 miles from Ebenezer. On the 20th of August removed to the 

Red House on Coosa-Hatchie where one 12 men remained under a Sgt. till September, when we were 

discharged. His brother Jacob, being a married and settled [man] took care of Declarant's discharges 

and declarant, since the death of his brother knows not what has become of them. The Declarant 

served 21 or 2 months in the State Service of Georgia -- first 10 months in the Infantry service under 

Capt. Michael Dickson, and 2nd 12 months in the Dragoon Service. The Declarant hereby 

relinquishes any claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, and declares that his 

name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State. Sworn to and subscribed the day and year 

aforesaid.   

S/ Joseph Hamilton, Clerk S/ Stephen McLaughlin, X his mark   

[Henry Randolph, a clergyman, George Rogers & Peter Eckols & Daniel Witt gave the standard 

supporting affidavit.]   

State of Tennessee Jefferson County March 12, 1833   

Declarant further makes oath that he has never received any remuneration whatever, other than $8, 

which he received as bounty money on his first enlistment. He never received any pay but the bounty 

during his service. That after his last term of service had expired, he remained in North Carolina 4 

years, then moved to Virginia where he remained 21 years living in different counties in the Western 

part of Virginia, then moved to East Tennessee where he has lived in Carter and Claiborne Counties 

6 years, and Greene County 16 years, and lastly in Jefferson County 8 years, in which County he 

now lives. That he knows no person, whose evidence he can obtain concerning his service unless 

John Calton be alive, of which declarant is not certain; his information concerning him not being 

later than 1830. He then understood that one John Calton was alive in North Carolina and receiving a 

pension from the Government of the United States.   

Sworn to and subscribed, the day and year aforesaid   

S/ Joseph Hamilton, Clerk S/ Stephen McLaughlin, X his mark   

[On September 4, 1846, in Jefferson County Tennessee, Mrs. Nancy McLaughlin, 71 years old on 11 

October instant filed for a widows pension stating that she is the widow of Stephen McLaughlin a 

soldier of the revolution and pensioner at the rate of $83.33 per annum; that she married him in 

Patrick County in the state of Virginia on October 11, 1792; that he died March 26 1846; and that she 

remains his widow.]  [fn p. 7 Bible Record]   

Stephen McGlaughlin [sic] and Nancy Tait were married 11th of October in the year while Lord 

1792   

Sons and Daughters of Stephen and Nancy McGlaughlin   

Willis was born the 19th May in the year of our Lord 1794   

John was born 16th August in the year of our Lord 1796   

Appy was born the 11th March in the year of our Lord 1798   

Ephram was born 4th March in the year of our Lord 1800  Mary 

was born 30th January in the year of our Lord 1802   

Archibald was Born 24th March in the year while Lord 1805   

Nancy was born 3rd April in the year of our Lord 1807   

Samuel was born 26th March in the year of our Lord 1809   

Stephen was born 22nd January in the year of our Lord 1811   
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Jacob was born 10th February in the year while Lord 1813   

Alfred was born 6th March in the year of our Lord 1815   

Wilson was born 25th of April in the year while Lord 1817   

Wrote by me this 30th the December 1822   

S/ W. S. Turnbull  
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Samuel McSpadden  

  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters   

Pension application of Samuel McSpadden S4203 f43VA   

Transcribed by Will Graves 5/16/13   
[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database. Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or 

additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 

question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me. Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran 

and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical 

information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth 

century research requests for information have been omitted. I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions. Such software 

misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers 
which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one  

th thousand eighty six" as "the 8 of June 1786." Please call errors 
or omissions to my attention.]   

State of Tennessee Jefferson County: SS   
th  

On this 11 day of February 1834 personally appeared before me Joseph Gant one of the acting Justices of 

the peace in and for the County of Jefferson Samuel McSpadden a resident of the County of Jefferson 

aforesaid and State aforesaid aged seventy-eight years, who being duly sworn according to law doth on 

his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June  
th  

7 1832. That he entered the service of the United States and served in the revolutionary war as follows.  

In the year 1775 as well as he now recollects (is memory having failed him very much) he was drafted in  

Rockbridge County in the State of Virginia, rendezvoused at Lexington was enrolled in Captain Charles 

Campbell's Company was commanded by Colonel Dickerson thence he was marched to Point Pleasant on 

the Ohio River at which place he remained three months in Service, and was discharged received a 

discharge which he has lost.   

And afterwards to wit in the year 1776 the day & month not recollected he was again drafted and 

entered the Service of the United States, rendezvoused at Lexington was enrolled in McDowell's 

[perhaps Samuel McDowell's] Company, was marched to Donley's Fort [Fort Donnally at present  

Frankford] on the frontier of Greenbrier County Virginia at which place was commanded by Colonel 

Donley [Andrew Donnelly or Donally or Donnally] where he remained in service guarding said Fort 

for three months until his term of Service expired received a discharge which he has lost.   

He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declares 

that his name is not on the Pension Roll of the agency of any State.   

Sworn to & subscribed the day & year above written.   

S/ Joseph Gant, JP S/ Samuel McSpadden  

  

 State of Tennessee Jefferson County: SS   

I Joseph Gant one of the acting Justices of the Peace in and for the County of Jefferson aforesaid do 

certify, that the following proceedings were had before me, at the residence of Samuel McSpadden in  

th the County of 

Jefferson, as an amendment to his former declaration, dated the 7 day of February  

1834, and which is hereto annexed –   

The following Interrogatories were propounded to the applicant by me – to wit   

Question –Where and in what year were you born   

Answer I was born in Rockbridge County in the State of Virginia in the year 1756  
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Question Have you any record of your age and if so, where is it  Answer 

I have, it is written in my family Bible.   

Question –Where were you living when called into Service, where have you lived since the  

Revolutionary war, and where do you now live   

Answer –When called into Service I was living in Rockbridge County near Lexington Virginia, after 

the Revolutionary war was over I moved & lived near Abington Virginia thence to Jefferson County  

Tennessee where I now live   

Question How were you called into service were you drafted, did you Volunteer or were you a  

Substitute, and if a Substitute for whom   

Answer, when called into service I was drafted both tours of duty.   

Question. State the names of some of the Regular Officers who were with the troops, where you 

served, such Continental & militia regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of 

your services   

Answer the first tour of duty, Captain Campbell and Colonel Dickerson was the names of my  

nd officers, the 2 tour Captain McDowell, and Colonel Donley does not recollect 

anything about the regiments.   

Question Did you receive a discharge from the Service and if so by whom was it given, and what has 

become of it   
nd  

Answer. I did receive 2 discharges the first was signed by Captain Campbell the 2 by Captain 

McDowell which discharges, was very recently destroyed, supposing them to be worth nothing to 

me.   

Question State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood, and who 

can testify as to your character for veracity and their belief of your Services as a Soldier of the 

Revolution   

Answer. The Reverend John McCampbell a minister of the gospel and Silas Henry both citizens of 

Jefferson County, who will prove my general character for veracity and also my services as a Soldier  

of the Revolution, and I and I don't at present no any person to prove my actual service by   

Sworn to & subscribed before me the 12 day of March A.D. 1834   

S/ Joseph Gant, JP S/ Samuel McSpadden   

[John McCampbell, a clergyman, and Silas Henry gave the standard supporting affidavit.]   
th 

[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4 , 1831, for service as a 

private for 6 months in the Virginia militia.]  

    

Andrew Meadon  

  

 Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements   

Pension application of Andrew Meaden S4188 fn23NC   

Transcribed by Will Graves 4/23/09   

[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease 

of reading and to facilitate searches of the database. Also, the handwriting of the original scribes 

often lends itself to varying interpretations. Users of this database are urged to view the original and 

to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually wrote. Blanks 

appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original.]   
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State of Tennessee County of Jefferson   

On this 19th day of April 1834 personally appeared before me Alexander McDonald a Justice of the 

peace in and for the County of Jefferson and State aforesaid, Andrew Meaden, a resident citizen of 

Jefferson County and State aforesaid, aged 79 years, who being first duly sworn according to law 

doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress 

passed June 7th 1832.   

That the Declarant Andrew Meaden was born on the 4th day of April 1755 in Shenandoah County, in 

the State of Virginia, of which he has no record; the same being lost. When he was a small boy, he 

removed with his father to the State of North Carolina, near Hillsboro. Ten years thereafter he 

removed with his father to the Yadkin River, Rowan County, where he remained until he was 22 

years of age, when he removed to the next County below Guilford County. There he remained for 2 

years, and then lived on the Yadkin and in the County below Guilford until the end of the 

Revolutionary War. At the close of the Revolution he removed to New River Virginia near Jones  

Iron Works, where he remained one year; he then moved to Washington County, then in the State of 

North Carolina, where he remained until about 13 years ago, when he removed to Jefferson County, 

where he now lives, near Morris town. The Cherokee Indians, in the year 1776, committed 

depredations and murders on the Catawba River; And a Volunteer expedition was gotten up to march 

against them. At the age of 21 years, in the year 1776 in the month of July date not recollected 

Declarant volunteered under Capt. Samuel Reed at his company muster ground at the house of  

William Wilcox, upon Hutton Creek, which entered into the South Yadkin, at that time Rowan 

County, now, he believes, Iredell. The whole body commanded by Col. Alexander Martin, Majors 

not recollected. The rendezvous of our company at Capt. Reed's house. Several companies met here.  

The Lieut. and Ensign not recollected. Basil Roberts an orderly Sgt. -- others not recollected.  

Benjamin Brewer a Cpl. Abram Childress a Drummer -- though he is not certain that he belonged to 

Capt. Reed's company. Declarant recollects Captains McCray, William Dobbins and Grimes (name 

so pronounced). We marched to Col. Bateman's, where we dined. Here one company joined us. We 

marched all night the first night. The next night we encamped on a branch that empties into the 

Catawba River, in which branch we found a man dead, that had been murdered by the Indians. In the 

afternoon before we got to the Branch, we came upon the signs of the murders committed by the 

Indians in cabins on the road. The next day we marched in the rain and encamped on the West side of 

another Branch. Thence the next day to Buck Creek, a few miles from Cathey's Fort, where we 

remained for several weeks, waiting for reinforcements and for provisions. From Cathey's Fort the 

route of the expedition was as follows -- First to Buck Creek, which empties into the Catawba River. 

Thence by the Indian trail, which now passes through Buncombe Court House crossing French Broad 

on to the Overhill towns -- near which an engagement took place with the Indians on a hill called 

Laurel Hill, in which the Indians were defeated with the loss of a good many men -- On our side  

there were several men killed and wounded. After burning the Indian towns, and destroying their 

corn and provisions, the expedition returned on the same route that it had marched to the towns. And 

this Declarant was discharged in the month of October 1776 day not recollected at Capt. Reed's 

house. Declarant received his pay 7 or $8 per month for 3 months, which money, (being 

proclamation paper money) Capt. Reed had received for his man in the town of Salisbury, in the 

State of North Carolina.   

In the year 1777 in the Spring of the year Declarant was engaged under a Capt. Reed for one month 

in short expeditions for the purpose of keeping in check the Tories. Capt. Reed's Company was 

alternately detailed for these short tours. In June 1780 declarant volunteered under Capt. George 

Wailes, from Rowan County, who came by where Declarant was in the County next below Guilford 
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to march in his company against some Tories, who it shot Capt. Yorke while a prisoner. There were 

about 100 men under Capt. Wailes. Other officers not recollected. We marched to Deep River 

opposite to Hillsboro about 70 miles. We crossed Deep River, and stationed ourselves near Sandy 

Creek. We took some Tory prisoners whipped some, and compelled them to take the oath of 

allegiance to the Continental Congress. We made great exertions to take Capt. Fannan [sic, David 

Fanning], a Tory, who had shot Capt. Yorke, while a prisoner, and repeated parties were sent out 

after him; but he eluded our pursuit. In October 1780 Declarant was discharged by Capt. Wailes for 

his tour of 3 months. Declarant was discharged not far from Deep River. In the Interval between the 

Creek expedition and the expedition against the Tories on Deep River under Capt. Wailes Declarant 

was engaged in the year 1778 or one month in service against the Tories under Capt. Reed. Declarant 

is lost both of his discharges which he received for his two 3-months tours -- where he does not 

know. Declarant was sick on account of a fall from a horse when he was drafted and had to hire a  

Substitute -- and thus he never served as a drafted militia man. He served a 3 months tour against the 

Cherokees in 1776 -- and 3 months against the Tories in 1780 -- and in short tours he served 2 

months against the Tories. There were no regular Officers, where the Declarant served. Declarant 

would refer to Rev. J. Hale, Mr. G. Burtch and Mr. J. Cofman who can be examined as required by 

the War Department touching their belief and the belief of the neighborhood as to his services. He 

hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or an annuity except the present and declares 

that his name is not on the pension roll of any agency in any State.   

Sworn to and subscribed this 19th day of April 1834 before me   

S/ Alex. McDonald, JP S/ Andrew Meaden, X his mark   

[Jeremiah Hale, a clergyman, George Burtch & J. Cofman gave the standard supporting affidavit.]  
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John Moyer  

 
Jefferson County, TN  

William Murphy  
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Pension application ofWilliam Murphy S16986 fn32NC   

Transcribed by Will Graves 6/2/09   

[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease 

of reading and to facilitate searches of the database. Also, the handwriting of the original scribes 

often lends itself to varying interpretations. Users of this database are urged to view the original and 

to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually wrote. Blanks 

appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original.]   

State of Tennessee Jefferson County   

On this 28th day of December in the year of our Lord 1832 personally appeared before me John 

Doan an acting Justice of the Peace in and for the County of Jefferson William Murphy a resident of 

the County of Jefferson and State of Tennessee aged 72 years, who being first duly sworn according 

to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of 

Congress passed June 7th 1832. That he entered the service of the United States under the following 

named officers and served as herein stated.   

That he entered the service in the year 1781, was drafted and enrolled in Captain Glenn's Company, 

was commanded by Colonel Wade, and was marched from Anson County North Carolina to the 

mouth of the Rocky River, thence to the Grassy Island thence to Beatti's bridge, where he remained 

until his term of service of 3 months expired and was discharged.   

And afterwards, on the 19th day of January 1782, he was again drafted and entered the Service, was 

enrolled in Captain James Fair's Company, and commanded by Colonel Wade, thence he was 

marched to James Fair's on Pedee [River] where he was stationed for some length of time, and some 

time he was out on scouting parties, and part of his time riding and bringing in cattle for the use of 

the company, by order of the Commandant, and remained in service 2 terms the last 3 months as a 

volunteer, and was discharged on the 3rd Monday of July 1782, having served 6 months.  And 

afterwards to wit on the first Day of October 1782 he removed from Anson County North Carolina to 

Greene County Tennessee and in the month of September 1793, the Cherokee Indians were 

committing there hostilities on the Frontiers, He volunteered and entered into the service and 

rendezvoused at Knoxville Tennessee, under Colonel Sevier, thence he was marched to [illegible 

word, could be either "Jones" or "James" or neither] Station, thence to the Cherokee Nation, thence 

to the Town Eastenalle [?] on the Coosa River, thence to the fork of the River Coosa and Hightower, 

thence to a Town below the fork called Quia, where he had an engagement with the Indians, drove 

them & burnt their towns, and having been ordered by Colonel Sevier to return home, did so with the 

whole of his company, and was discharged.   

The Declarant states that he is a Farmer by Occupation, that, he has a wife and one daughter, his wife 

is aged and infirm and his daughter aged thirty-nine years is unable to render him any assistance, 

having no use of one of her arms, and that he has not been able to do any manual labor to assist in 

supporting himself & family for 16 years, that he is very feeble, and depends upon the charity of 

others for his support that he has but little property and amount not exceeding $25. And does hereby 

relinquish every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declares that his name 

is not on the Pension Roll of the Agency of any State.   

The following Interrogatories are propounded by the Justice of the Peace to the applicant, and the 

questions and answers embodied in the declaration to wit  1st Where and in what year were you 

born?  



Revolutionary War Gravesite’s of Knox and Surrounding Counties  

340  

  

Answer I was born in Anson County North Carolina the 31st March 1760.   

2nd Have you any record of your age and if so where is it?   

Answer I have a record of my age, it is in my possession.   

3rd Where were you living when called into service: where have you lived since the Revolutionary 

War and where do you now live?   

Answer When I was called into the Service of my Country I lived in Anson County North Carolina, 

and on the 15 October 1782, removed to Greene County Tennessee where I remained one year, then 

I removed to Jefferson County Tennessee where I now live   

4th How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer or were you a substitute, 

and if in substitute, for whom?   

Answer, I was twice drafted and twice a volunteer   

5th State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops when you served, such 

Continental and militia regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of your service.  

Answer, I was commanded by Colonel Wade into campaigns and Colonel Sevier one against the 

Cherokee Indians.   

6th Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom was it given and what has 

become of it?   

Answer I did receive a discharge from Colonel Wade for my Services which I have mislaid or lost.  

7th State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who can 

testify as to your character for veracity and their belief in your services as a soldier in the revolution.  

Answer As to my character for veracity and good behavior David Kimbrough & William Ballenger 

and as to my Services as a soldier of the Revolution, I knows of no person to prove my actual 

service, nor have I any Documentary evidence.   

Sworn to and Subscribed the day and year aforesaid.   

S/ John Doan, JP S/ Wm Murphy   

[David Kimbrough and William Ballenger gave the standard supporting affidavit.]   

[fn p. 32, Order issued in October 1836 session of Jefferson County, Tenn. Court appointed Samuel  

Box guardian for William Murphy, an insane person.]   

[fn p. 14: letter dated June 5, 1841, addressed from Polk County, Missouri, from Samuel Box, 

guardian of William Murphy, an 'insane pensioner' of the US and a ward of the State of Missouri, 

addressed to the Hon. John Bell, Secretary of War, asking that Murphy's pension be sent to Box.]  [fn 

p. 17: application for a transfer of benefits filed by Saml. Box, guardian, saying that he, Box, 

recently moved from Tennessee to Missouri and being the guardian of Wm Murphy in Tennessee, 

brought him to Missouri because Murphy had no family remaining in Tennessee to look after him.] 

Jefferson County, TN  

Joseph Pogue  

  

 Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters   

Pension application of Joseph Pogue R8297 Nancy fn33NC   

Transcribed by Will Graves 9/12/09   

[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease 

of reading and to facilitate searches of the database. Also, the handwriting of the original scribes 

often lends itself to varying interpretations. Users of this database are urged to view the original and 

to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually wrote. Blanks 

appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. Folks are free to make non-commercial use 
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this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the courtesy of acknowledging the 

transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the resulting embarrassment will 

fall on the transcriber.]   

State of Tennessee Jefferson County   

On this 12th day of January in the year of our Lord 1859 personally appeared before me an acting 

Justice of the peace in and for the County and State aforesaid Nancy Pogue aged about ninety-five 

years, a resident of Jefferson County, Tennessee, who being duly sworn according to law, declares 

that she is the widow of Joseph Pogue deceased, who was a horseman or belonged to a Company of 

Dragoons in the War of the Revolution for Independence of 1776. That the said Joseph Pogue joined 

the American Army towards the close of the war in Orange or an adjoining County North Carolina. 

That declarant does not know certainly the company or No. to which he was attached, nor does she 

know certainly the names of the officers under whom her said husband served; but declarant has 

heard her said husband speak of Captain Willis Span and Captain James Farquar when speaking of 

the Revolutionary Army and incidents relating thereto, and of his own services, and she thinks it 

likely they were out at the same time, and were in the same service that her husband was, if they 

were not or one of them his Captain. Declarant has heard her said husband frequently in his lifetime 

say that he was in three different engagements or battles in the Revolutionary War that he never 

received any pay for his services, & that he lost a mare in one of the battles in which he was 

engaged, and also his saddle to which he never received any compensation or remuneration.   

Deponent has the impression that she heard her husband say that he was in a battle at Guilford Court 

house. That her said husband was in the actual service of the American Army when peace was made 

between the colonies and Great Britain. Declarant has no discharge or other revolutionary paper in 

her possession or evidence of the services of her said husband they having been lost. She further 

states that she was married to the said Joseph Pogue about the year 1782 or 1783 by JohnWarmix 

[sic, John Womack?] Esquire in Caswell County North Carolina, and that her name before her said 

marriage was Nancy Harper (and that her brother Richard Harper was a soldier in the Revolution, 

and in his lifetime drew a pension) that her said husband died in Jefferson County Tennessee about 

the year 1834 or 1835, and that she is now his widow -- that she has no private family record of their 

marriage.   

Declarant further states that her said husband a short time before his death went to Greenville  

Tennessee to have a declaration prepared to send to the pension office, and that John Price and 

Thomas Bryant who were Revolutionary pensioners went with as witnesses to prove that he actually 

performed services in the said War of the Revolution, but unfortunately they did not find the person 

or agent they went to see, and they returned without having made out the Declaration in the proof of 

his services to forward to the pension Office to obtain his pension -- And shortly thereafter he died 

very suddenly without further effort to obtain a pension -- And   

Declarant has kept putting it off and off until she has become wide old, feeble and infirm, and her 

recollection very indistinct before she makes an application for a pension; and now she makes this 

Declaration which is the first for the purpose of obtaining a pension, and the pay her said husband 

was entitled to for his services, and for the loss of his mare and saddle, a she may be entitled, under 

the Acts of Congress.   

Test: S/ Thos. Jackson S/Nancy Pogue, X her mark   

S/ A. B. Keele   

[Thomas Jackson and A. B. Keele gave the standard supporting affidavit.]   

[fn p. 7: on January 15, 1859 in Greene County Tennessee, John Pogue, 50, a resident of Jefferson 

County Tennessee gave testimony that he is the son of Joseph and Nancy Pogue -- his father died 
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about 24 years ago and Jefferson County Tennessee; that his parents removed from the state of North 

Carolina to Tennessee about 1825; that he often heard his father speak of his service in the 

revolutionary war; that his father spoke "familiarly about the Battle of the Cowpens of the 17th of 

January 1781 as though he was in said battle, but affiant is not certain whether his father said he was 

in said battle or not though his impression is he was;" that his father spoke of losing a fine mare and 

saddle for which he never received any compensation; "Affiant has frequently heard his father speak 

of the engagement at Guilford Court house which was fought on the 15th of March 1871 -- and 

affiant believes that his father was in that Battle."]   

[fn p. 11]   

State of Tennessee Claiborne County: On this 7th day of January in the year of our Lord 1859 

personally appeared before me and acting Justice of the peace in and for the County and State 

aforesaid, Willis Harper a citizen of said County aged about 85 to 90 years old, and makes oath in 

due form of law, that a short time after the Revolutionary War of 1776, He became acquainted with 

Joseph Pogue who, he heard say that he served in the American Army in the struggle with Great  

Britain for Independence. That affiant and said Joseph Pogue both lived in Orange County North 

Carolina at that time from where as affiant now remembers the said Joseph Pogue lived both before 

and after the Revolutionary War. That affiant heard others of the neighbors of said Joseph Pogue 

speak of the said Pogue having served in said Revolutionary War. It was generally reputed and 

believed among the neighbors of the said Joseph Pogue that he was a soldier in the Revolutionary 

War, and affiant never heard questioned by any -- although he heard his services spoken of 

frequently and that shortly after the War. Affiant has also heard (his brother Richard Harper who was 

also a Revolutionary soldier and in his lifetime drew a pension) say that the said Joseph Pogue was 

in the Revolutionary War.   

Affiant would further state that about 70 years ago, that his sister, Nancy Harper was absent from her 

father's, and was staying at her aunt's, Margaret Sowell's [?] and that it was generally reported that 

Joseph Pogue and Nancy Hall per were expected to be married and that it was afterwards stated that 

they were married in the then visited her father's house as husband and wife and were received as 

such and so reputed and they lived together as husband and wife until the death of the said Joseph 

Pogue which was some 24 years ago -- And they raised up a respectable family of children who were 

recognized as their legitimate children. That the said Nancy Harper who married the said Joseph 

Pogue is the sister of affiant. That she is now the widow of the said Joseph Pogue. And that affiant 

has no interest in the Claim of the said widow to a pension -- that the said Joseph Pogue was a man 

of the strictest truth and integrity.   

S/ Willis Harper  

[fn p. 20: certificate dated February 4, 1849 issued by the North Carolina Comptroller showing 

payments made to Joseph Pogue for militia services during the revolutionary war.]  

    

Jefferson County,TN  

Samuel Rayl  

  

 Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements   

Pension application of Samuel Rayl S4034 fn21NC   

Transcribed by Will Graves rev'd 12/17/09   
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[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease 

of reading and to facilitate searches of the database. Also, the handwriting of the original scribes 

often lends itself to varying interpretations. Users of this database are urged to view the original and 

to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually wrote. Blanks 

appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. Folks are free to make non-commercial use 

this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the courtesy of acknowledging the 

transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the resulting embarrassment will 

fall on the transcriber.]   

State of Tennessee, County of Jefferson   

On this 21st day of February 1834 personally appeared before me Tidence Lane day Justice of the  

Peace for Jefferson County and State of Tennessee, Samuel Rayl, a resident Citizen of Jefferson 

County and State aforesaid, aged eighty-one years and eleven months, who being first duly sworn 

according to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the 

Act of Congress passed June 7, 1832.   

At the Declarant Samuel Rayl was born on the 20th of March 1752 about midway between Lancaster 

and the City of Philadelphia in the State of Pennsylvania of which he has a record in a book on 

religion. At nine years of age, he moved with his mother (his father dying when he was two years 

old) into Burmudeon,1 the upper part of the state of Pennsylvania. At the age of fourteen, he was 

bound by his mother to David Potts, a wheelwright of Burmudeon County, until he was twenty years 

of age. Declarant served his time out and after he was twenty one in 1773, he moved by himself to 

the State of North Carolina, near Guilford Court House, about five or six miles from it. At his 

company muster ground, at the house of Charles Bruce in Guilford County, near Guilford Court 

house, the Declarant, together with many others, volunteered under Captain John Allums [? Allen?] 

in the month of July, day not recollected, in the year 1776, for the purpose of marching against the 

Cherokee Indians who had attacked the frontiers a short time before and had murdered some women 

and children and some men. Declarant had been elected Ensign in Captain Allums' Company of 

militiamen more than a year before, and still was the Ensign of the company. Declarant received his 

commission as Ensign from the hand of Colonel Alexander Martin, who commanded the regiment. 

Hezekiah Rhodes was the lieutenant, as Declarant believes, though he is not certain. James Delay 

was the orderly sergeant, as he believes, though he is not certain—the other sergeants and the 

corporals are not recollected. At the same place and time another company volunteered under 

Captain Leek, so pronounced. The place of rendezvous was Guilford Court House and on the 13th 

day of July 1776, this Declarant reported there and within sight of Guilford Courthouse, a large body 

of men, many companies, number not recollected, were collected. Colonel Alexander Martin 

commanded them. This Declarant was Ensign in Captain John Allum's company. Captain Forbus 

[sic, Forbis?] was one of the captains. Declarant does not now recollect any other captains’ names. 

There were no regular officers or soldiers. Many of the men being unprepared with guns and 

provisions and clothing, had to return to their homes to make ready. They were ordered to make 

ready and return immediately. This Declarant returned home, prepared himself, and returned in three 

or four days to Guilford Courthouse. Thence we were marched under Colonel Alexander Martin 

towards the Cherokee towns. We marched a few miles only the first day, encamping the first night 

four or five miles from Guilford Court House. The third or second day,   

1 Sic, there is no such county in Pennsylvania nor does it appear that there ever was such a county in 

that State, but there is a Bermudian area and perhaps it is the region to which this veteran is referring. 

we reached Salisbury, within sight of it. Thence in four or five days, we marched to Cathey’s Fort, 

crossing on our way the Catawba River at the Root Bridge Branch. Here we remained a day or two 
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waiting for reinforcements, who were occasionally joining us. The Root Bridge Branch was about a 

mile from Cathey’s Fort. At Cathey’s Fort we remained for several days—about three or four— 

waiting for reinforcements. From Cathey’s Fort, in a few days, five or six, we marched to Cowee 

Town, a Cherokee town on the Hiwassee River, crossing on our way, the mountains between North 

Carolina and what is now east Tennessee. We crossed the French Broad and Pigeon Rivers—Little 

and the Little Tennessee Rivers. When we reached Cowee Town, it was deserted by the Indians. We 

burned the town. Here we found corn, fresh meat, hogs and chicken, and sweet potatoes, and we 

remained here several days, number not recollected. A considerable body of men from Georgia 

joined us at Cowee Town. While we were at Cowee, the Over-Hill Cherokees, we were informed, 

were coming upon us—about 400 of our men were sent in two divisions and ordered to take different 

routes. This Declarant was not in either division, though desirous of going, he was prevented by his 

captain on account of his having an attack of inflammatory rheumatism, brought on by wading 

French Broad. One of the divisions that took the right hand met the Over-Hill Cherokees who were 

coming on, about two miles from Cowee. Our men engaged with and routed them, killing nine of the 

Indians with a loss on our part of two or three men. From Cowee Town, we marched to a town, the 

name of which is not recollected, not far from Cowee, which we also burned. We also burned several 

towns not far from Cowee that were attached to Cowee Town, the names of which, if they had any, 

not recollected. We returned to Cowee Town on Hiwassee River after having destroyed the towns 

and provisions of the Indians near the Cowee Town, and thence returned home the same route we 

had gone on. We started in July, day not recollected, and returned the latter part of October, day not 

recollected, making a service of three months and twelve days. This Declarant received no written 

discharge, and never applied afterwards for a written discharge, never thinking it would be of any 

service to him to get one. This Declarant received pay for three months and twelve days service in 

this way—There was a sale at Cowee Town of property taken in the Indian towns. Declarant 

purchased a horse and his account was an offset against his pay. In the month of March 1777, day 

not recollected, Declarant volunteered at his company muster grounds at Charles Bruce's house 

under his Captain John Allums—for the purpose of marching against the Tories on Cross Creek, who 

had been committing many outrages upon the Whig families in that and adjacent sections of country. 

Thomas McCrory was lieutenant in this tour, as Declarant believes, though he is not certain from the 

impaired state of his memory. Declarant was Ensign—sergeants or corporals not recollected. At 

Guilford Court House, we collected together and thence we were marched under Colonel Alexander 

Martin towards the Cross Creek Settlement about seventy miles from Guilford Court House. Captain 

Leek was one of the captains. There were several companies, number unknown to Declarant, as they 

joined us on our way from different sections. We marched in a southerly direction towards Cross 

Creek, waiting for reinforcements. We got into a settlement of Tories eight or ten miles before we 

reached Cross Creek. About ten or twelve miles from Guilford Court House, we crossed Deep River. 

We delayed for some time in going to Cross Creek. The Tories were collecting in a body under 

Conner Dowd. On our approach, they dispersed. All the Tories, that we could catch, were compelled 

to take the oath of allegiance to the State of North Carolina, and to support and maintain the 

independence of the United States against George 3rd, or any other king or foreign power. After 

doing this and destroying the property of those Tories who had been committing outrages upon Whig 

families, and had been aiding and abetting the British power, we returned home. We took some 

Tories prisoners and had them tried at the Town House of the County, name of the town and county 

not recollected. These Tories were suffered to go unpunished after taking the oath as above, which 

they did. When we had finished the destruction of the property of such Tories as had been 

committing outrages, their trial and had compelled all that we could take to swear the oath of 

allegiance to the State, we returned to our respective homes, and this Declarant was discharged 
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verbally by his Captain John Allums at Guilford Court House after a tour of three months—for 

which time he received no pay whatever. He never applied for a written discharge, thinking that it 

would be of no service to him to do so. Declarant volunteered in this expedition in the month of 

March 1777 day not recollected and returned and was discharge in the month of June 1777, day not 

recollected. In the month of March 1781, day not recollected, this Declarant was drafted at Guilford 

Court House by Captain Joseph Haskins [or Hoskins] for a tour of three months as a private 

soldier—he having resigned his commission as Ensign in Captain Allums' company in the 

intermediate time between his tour to Cross Creek and the tour that he was now drafted to perform. 

Being a wheelwright and blacksmith, this Declarant was detailed from Captain Haskins' company 

immediately after he was drafted, and was placed at Guilford Court House under Francis McNary, a 

Commissary who had charge of the wagons and provisions for the troops. We supplied the British 

prisoners who were at the Quaker Meeting House near Guilford and our own wounded men, that 

were at Guilford Court House. This Declarant was employed, when not with the wagons, in mending 

the wagons with both wood and iron and shoeing horses for the troops.   

This Declarant was engaged in the service as a private soldier from March 1781 day not recollected, 

until late in May 1781, day not recollected. He was drafted and entered upon this tour early in March 

1781, shortly before the Battle of Guilford, served out his term of three months as above stated, 

lacking twelve days, making two months and eighteen days. Declarant was discharged by 

commissary Francis McNary at this service, no longer requiring the assistance of Declarant and he 

accordingly received from the Commissary a verbal discharge.-- thinking it would be of no service to 

him – and he never received anything whatever for this tour – having immediately left that Section of 

Country for what is now East Tennessee and he never applied for his pay, knowing that he would be 

paid in the depreciated paper money, which would be of no Service to him. From Guilford Court 

House Declarant moved in 1781 immediately after his discharge by Commissary Francis McNary to  

Dan River in North Carolina where he remained four years – then moved to Lick Creek in Greene 

County, there he lived five years – then to what is now Grainger County, East Tennessee where he 

lived in different parts of said County forty three years and ten months – thence he was moved about 

four weeks ago by his son George Rayl by whom he is now supported and with whom he has lived 

for several years past, into Jefferson County, East Tennessee, where he now lives. This Declarant 

was engaged in the Service of the State of North Carolina as a Volunteer, being an Ensign, for six 

months and 12 days – in two tours – and afterwards was drafted and having resigned his Ensigncy, 

he served two months and 18 days as a private Soldier – making in all a service of nine months. In 

the month of February or the latter part of January – one year ago, this Declarant's examination was 

taken by a lawyer of Grainger County and his papers were sent on to the War Department – made up 

from a short and imperfect examination of him at that time. His papers were returned on account of 

the want of precision and accuracy in the Statement of his Services and on account of his not 

showing what has become of his commission as Ensign, the same not being produced. The Declarant 

has since moved into Jefferson County. The Declarant's commission as Ensign was lost by him in 

this way – in the intermediate time between his Second tour and his last tour for which he was 

drafted, he loaned it to one William Hensley, who requested to borrow it – and W. Hensley living 

some distance from Declarant, Declarant neglected to obtain it again from him, when he removed 

from Guilford County in the year 1781, and thus it has been lost by him and he now knows not what 

has become of it. He knows of no living witness, by whom he can prove his official character as 

Ensign or by whom he can prove any of his Services. From the nature of this objection, as he was 

informed by his lawyer, who drew up his application in Grainger County, he had despaired of being 

able to obtain the benefit of the Act of June 7th, 1832, however, being informed by the Lawyer to 

whom he applied after removing into this County and who has drawn up this declaration – that the 
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Department does not require in all cases the testimony of living witnesses in the cases of the militia 

under the Act of June 7th, 1832, the Declarant has determined to have his case again laid before the 

War Department, with such additional testimony as could be obtained, in order to obtain the benefit 

of the Act June 7th, 1832. There were no regular Soldiers or Officers that served with Declarant, the 

expeditions, in which he was engaged, being composed of militia entirely. The Declarant has no 

documentary evidence of his Services, nor does he know of any person living, by whom he could 

prove his services. He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the 

present and declares that his name is not on the pension Roll of the Agency of any State.   

S/ Saml Rayl   

Sworn to & subscribed before me this 21st day of February 1834  

S/ Tidener Lane, Justice of the Peace for Jefferson County  1st: 

When and in what year were you born?   

Answer 1st: I was born on the 20th of March 1752 about midway between Lancaster and the City of 

Philadelphia in the State of Pennsylvania.   

2nd Have you any record of you age and if so, where is it?   

Answer: I have a record of my age in a religious book belonging to me.   

3rd Where were you living when called into service? Where have you lived since the Revolutionary 

War and where do you now live?   

Answer: When called into service, I was living in Guilford County North Carolina near Guilford 

Court House. Since the Revolutionary War he lived a short time on Dan River, North Carolina, and 

in what is now Greene County, East Tennessee, he lived five years in Grainger County East 

Tennessee he lived 43 years and 10 months, and about four weeks in Jefferson County, East 

Tennessee, where he now lives.   

4th How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer, or were you a substitute 

and if so for whom did you substitute?   

Answer: I was an Ensign and a volunteer in the first two tours – in the third and last tour, having 

resigned my ensigncy, I was drafted.   

5th State the names of some of the Regular Officers who were with the troops where you served, such 

Continental and Militia Regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of your 

service.   

Answer : There were no regular Officers or Soldiers where I served. In the Cherokee Expedition 

under Col. Martin, there was a Colonel Paisley. Owing to the very impaired State of my memory, I 

have not been able to give as accurate a statement as I could wish, and I may have misstated some 

Officers of which I was not certain. In the month of July – on 13th – 1776, I volunteered and served 

as Ensign, being duly elected and commissioned, and Captain John Allum's company of militia from 

Guilford County, near Guilford Court House North Carolina, for three months and 12 days – in an 

expedition against the Cherokee Indians under Colonel Alexander Martin, I volunteered on 13th of 

July 1776 and marched three or four days thereafter, and returned late in October 1776. In the month 

of March 1777 day not recollected, I volunteered and served as Ensign in Captain John Allum's 

Company for three months in an expedition against the Tories in the Cross Creek Settlement – about 

70 miles from Guilford Court House. From March 1777 to of June 1777 I served in this tour three 

months as and Ensign. In the month of March 1781 day not recollected I having resigned my 

commission as Ensign, I was drafted as a private soldier I Captain Joseph Haskins for a term of three 

months at Guilford Court House – I was detailed for service in the commissary Department on 

account of my being a wheelwright and blacksmith – and served in that department for two months 

and 18 days, being engaged in attending upon the wagons employed in hauling provisions and 
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forage, and in mending wagons and shoeing horses for the troops and for the teams. I served in this 

tour from March 1781 the day not recollected until late in May 1781 day not recollected, being two 

months and 18 days.   

6th Did you ever receive a discharge from the service; and if so by whom was it given; and what has 

become of it? Did you ever receive a commission and if so, by whom was it signed and what has 

become of it?   

Answer: I received no written discharges. I was verbally discharged – and never applied for a written 

discharge, not thinking that they would be of any service to me – my two first verbal discharges were 

received from my Captain John Allums – my last verbal discharge was received from Commissary 

Francis McNary. I loaned my commission to one William Hensley and never received it from him. I 

do not recollect by whom it was signed.   

7th State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood, and who can 

testify to your character for veracity and good behavior and your services as a Soldier of the 

Revolution.   

Answer: I was moved to my present home by my son George, when he moved into Jefferson County 

East Tennessee about four weeks ago, and consequently I am not well acquainted in this 

neighborhood. But there are several of the most respectable Citizens in and near the neighborhood, 

who have been long acquainted with me; I live near the line between Jefferson and Hawkins 

counties, and I would refer (in addition to the testimony that was born in Grainger County to my 

character, as a man and a revolutionary officer and soldier my papers were first drawn of). I would 

refer to the Reverend Pleasant A. Witt of Jefferson County, Mr. Samuel Riggs of Hawkins County 

and Mr. Joseph Brittain of Jefferson County who can be examined touching my character as a man 

and their belief of my services as a Revolutionary Officer and Soldier. Samuel Riggs and Joseph 

Brittain of the references to have been acquainted with me for 40 years.   

S/ Saml Rayl   

Sworn to in Subscribed before me this 21st day of February 1834.  

S/ Tidener Lane, Justice of the Peace  for Jefferson County   

[Pleasant A. Witt, a clergyman, Samuel Riggs and Joseph Brittain gave the standard supporting 

affidavit. Brittain gave an additional affidavit in which he says he has known the veteran for 40 years 

including when they both lived in Greene County Tennessee and that he has conversed often with the 

veteran regarding his services in the revolution and has no doubt that he served as he states  

    

Jefferson County, TN  

William Riley  

  

 Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters   

Pension application of William Riley W1083 Nancy fn78NC   

Transcribed by Will Graves 1/8/10   

[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease 

of reading and to facilitate searches of the database. Also, the handwriting of the original scribes 

often lends itself to varying interpretations. Users of this database are urged to view the original and 

to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually wrote. Blanks 

appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. Folks are free to make non-commercial use 

this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the courtesy of acknowledging the 
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transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the resulting embarrassment will 

fall on the transcriber.]  [fn p. 12]   

State of North Carolina Guilford County: Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions November Term A.D.  

1832   

On this 21st day of November 1832, Personally appeared in open Court before the Justices of the  

Court of pleas & quarter sessions now sitting William Riley a resident of Guilford County & State of 

North Carolina aged seventy-three years who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his 

oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 

the 7th 1832. -- That he entered the service of the United States in the War of the Revolution in the 

year 1779 in the month of March. That he then was living with his father John Riley in Orange 

County North Carolina that he joined Captain John Griffees [sic, Griffey or Grffin's] Company 

Colonel Archibald Lytle's Regiment that he was appointed orderly Sergeant in Griffees Company, 

and did duty as such he being a volunteer for nine months that the collours [colors] belonging to said 

Company were given up to him by order of the Colonel, that Lytle's Regiment marched into the State 

of Virginia to Peytonsburg where they encamped for a while and was daily put through the manual 

exercise by Major Dixon and while there, the Great total Eclipse was on the Sun that they then 

turned and came back through North Carolina and went on and Encamped at Purrysburg in South 

Carolina, where Generals Sumpter [sic, Thomas Sumter] & Huger [Isaac Huger] had the command 

that there was an engagement took place over the Savannah River at Brier Creek1 with part of the 

Army but the company this deponent belonged to could not get over the River but after some time he 

was taken sick and finally got a permit from General Huger and was carried home to his father's in 

Orange County (he states that the permit is lost) by the time he got well the time of his nine months 

tour was expired: --   
1 March 3, 1779   

This Deponent further saith that in the beginning of the year 1780 (February) the same Colonel Lytle 

wanted volunteers for 5 months, that he became a volunteer in Captain William Lytle's Company and 

was orderly Sergeant in said Company, that Colonel Lytle marched his Regiment on to Charleston 

South Carolina that General Lincoln was commander in chief of our Army that the British under 

General Clinton laid siege to the City that it lasted twenty days & nights the whole of which time we 

were receiving from the Enemy hot balls, shells, carcasses &c Houses were not on fire and many of 

our men killed and wounded at length we all became prisoners to the British. He states that he got a 

parole Signed by Mr. Stuart, a British officer the contents of which were that he had liberty to go 

peaceably and quietly home to North Carolina Orange County and that he must not take up arms 

against nor do nor suffer to be done anything prejudicial to his Majesty's Arms (this deponent states 

that this parole is lost) that he went to his father's and remained a prisoner of war until sometime in 

the latter part of the summer or fall he was then informed by Major Absalom Tatum of Hillsboro that 

he was Exchanged --   

On receiving this intelligence he equipped himself in a Horsemanship manner and joined Colonel  

Guilford Dudley's troops of Horse from Halifax that Dudley was much engaged in chasing the Tories 

Colonels Fanning & O'Neal and took several of their men prisoners that Deponent and 2 other men 

took a Captain Scarlet or Gilleland and the next day there were several more taken that the Colonel 

of the prisoners into his care with orders to take them to Halifax Jail which he did and delivered them 

to the Jailor.   

In the year 1781 he states that Colonel Jesse Benton then a member of the Legislature said he would 

procure this Deponent a Capt[ain's] Commission in the volunteer troop of Horse that he immediately 

raised a small company of Horse that he and his company ranged through the Counties Orange, 

Chatham, Cumberland on Cape Fear River etc. in order to check the Murderous Tories who were 
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doing much mischief in those parts that he took several Tories at different times at the time he was 

Captain and had the command as such was about 6 months that he frequently received orders from 

Colonel Tenning [sic, Col. Hugh Tinnen] and Major Tatum that he drew rations regularly for himself 

and men but never received a commission --   

This Deponent further states that in the year 1782, he volunteered for 18 months in Captain Elijah  

Moore's Company Colonel Lytle's Regiment who rendezvoused at Salisbury North Carolina that  

Lytle marched his Regiment on to head quarters on James Island 3 miles South West of the City of  

Charleston that General Gess [sic, probably Genl. Mordecai Gist] of the regular Army was  

Commander on the island that they are he was transferred from Captain Moore's company to Captain  

Rhodes company and was orderly Sergeant in said company to the end of the war. That the  

Pennsylvania & Maryland troops were on the Island at the same time that he was acquainted with  

Major Blount & Wiggins of the regular Army that he was on the Island (at the time the British 

Evacuated Charleston in consequence of which the Island was greatly aluminated [sic, illuminated?] 

by our troops. That the whole of the time from the time he entered the service in 1779 to the 

evacuation of Charleston in 1783 was devoted as above stated that he has never received any pay or 

remuneration in any manner that he had many papers that would have showed clearly the services 

above described but they are all lost or destroyed that he knows of no person in these parts that he 

can prove the above services by. And this deponent further states that according to the return of his 

father John Riley gave him of his age he was born September the 29th A.D. 1759 in the State [of] 

Pennsylvania Delaware County that his father emigrated from thence to North Carolina Orange 

County and this deponent was 9 years old. That he has resided since the revolutionary war in Orange 

where he married, and also in Person and Guilford Counties in which last he now resides and that for 

the last 10 years in the neighborhood of James Town --   

And further this deponent sayeth not --   

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year above written.   

Sworn to and subscribed in open Court,   

Test: S/ A. E. Hanner, CCC S/ William Riley   

[Nathan Mendenhall, and George C. Mendenhall gave the standard supporting affidavit.]  [fn 

p. 58]   

State of North Carolina Guilford County: On the 11th day of January 1833 personally appeared 

before me the subscriber one of the acting Justices of the peace in and for the County and State 

aforesaid William Riley of said County and State aforesaid who being duly sworn according to  law 

deposeth and saith that by reason of old age and the consequent loss of memory he cannot swear 

positively as to the length of time he was in the service of the war of the Revolution but according to 

the best of his Recollection he served not less than 2 years and 6 months as an orderly Sergeant at 

different times of service and that he served 2 months as a Horseman in Colonel Dudley's troops --  

And he further states that he served 6 months as a volunteer Captain of Light Horse under the above 

Colonel Dudley that for all the above periods and times he claims a pension. And if the 2 months he 

was a prisoner on parole as orderly Sergeant be taken in he claims for that also --   

And he further states that he was a volunteer in all the above services -- And he further saith that his 

name is not on the pension Roll of any State or of the United States -- And he further saith that he 

has used all endeavors to obtain a clergyman's certificate but has failed as there is none in the 

neighborhood. And further this Deponent saith not.   

Sworn and subscribed to the day and year above written before me   

S/ P. Honey, JP S/ William Riliy [sic]   
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[fn p. 5: on April 21, 1855 and Jefferson County Tennessee Nancy Riley, 75, filed for her bounty 

land entitlement as the widow of William Riley; she states that she married him December 5 __; that 

they were married by Anthony Brown; that her name prior to her marriage was Nancy Davis; that her 

husband died in Guilford County North Carolina on March 25, 1835.]   

[fn p. 6: oh in July one, 1839 in Jefferson County Tennessee, Nancy Riley, 64, filed for a widow's 

pension under the 1836 act stating she is the widow of William Riley; that she married him sometime 

in December 1792; that her husband died March 25, 1835; that she remains his widow; that she has 

no record evidence of her marriage war of the births of her children but that she had the following 

children by her husband, to wit: Parthena, Archibald Little, Pleasant Campbell, Nelson Blount, 

Samuel, Polly, William, Nancy, Jane and Emily Riley, the youngest of whom she estimates to be 

now about 21 years of age and that they were from 2 to 3 years between the births of each of her 

children.]   

[Nancy Riley survived the Civil War and applied for the reinstatement of her pension benefits 

following the conclusion of that war.]  

    

Jefferson County, TN  

William Robertson  

Southern Campaigns American Revolution Pension 

Statements and Rosters  

Pension Application of William Robertson W2668 Nancy 

Robertson VA Transcribed and annotated by C. Leon Harris. 

Revised 4 Dec 2014.  

State of Tennessee }  

Sevier County } County Court September Session 1832  
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On this 3d day of September 1832 personally appeared before the worshipful Court of Pleas and Quarter 

Sessions for the County aforesaid, being a court of record, now sitting, William Robertson resident of 

said County and State aged about seventy four years, who being first duly sworn, according to law doth 

on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provisions made by an act 

of Congress passed June 7th 1832 – That he was born in the city of London, England, as well as he 

recollects sometime in the year 1758. That he came to America in the year 1773 being about 15 years old. 

that he landed not far from Richmond Va. that he settled in Greenbriar County Va [sic: Greenbrier 

County now in West Virginia]. and continued to live there until sometime in June 1780 when he enlisted 

in the continental army of the United States in the Virginia line, for a term of eighteen months. that he 

enlisted in Greenbriar County in the state of Virginia in a company commanded by Captain Andrew 

Wallace who was commanded by Major Ridly [sic: Thomas Ridley] and the Regiment to which this 

company was attached was commanded by Colonel – Bluford [sic: Abraham Buford]. applicant states 

that he marched with his company under the said Captain Wallis to Hillsboro [sic: Hillsborough] N.C. 

where he joined the main army, or his Regiment at least, under the said Col. Bluford. from Hillsboro the 

army marched after detaining there a short time, to Charlotte N.C. where Gen’l. Green took the command 

of the American army. [sic: Nathanael Green, 3 Dec 1780] From Charlotte N.C. the army marched to the 

Cheraw hills [in South Carolina], where applicant recollects a certain James Chapman was shot for 

desertion. Adjutant Russel read his sentence. After remaining at the Cheraw hills sometime applicant 

states that he was transferred to a company commanded by Captain Andy [sic: George Handy],  

Lieutenant Guthrie [possibly George Guthrey], which company was attached to Col. Henry Lee’s 

Regiment of light infantry. in said Regiment under the command of the said Col. Lee applicant marched 

down to the Hickory grove on the great Pee dee river, where the said Regiment embarked in boats and 

went down to Georgetown, where they arrived after laying bye the last day in a cane-break. at cockcrow 

in the morning [of 24 Jan 1781] when the British centinals were crying “all’s well” our Regiment were 

divided into several parties and a certain point of attack assigned to each party. the party to which 

applicant belonged was conducted by a Mr. Bryer a citizen of Georgetown against the quarters of Col. 

[George] Campbell who commanded the British forces in Georgetown Applicants party succeeded in 

capturing Col. Campbell at the point of the bayonette. he was paroled on the ground. after Col. Campbell 

had been surrounded, he appeared unwilling to surrender, when Captain Michael Rudolph stepped up and 

enquired are you not going to surrender? at the same time declaring that he commanded five hundred of 

the best men that America afforded. after which Campbell surrendered. very shortly after Campbell and 

Major Cruikshanks had surrendered and were paroled our Regiment retreated rapidly and the enemy gave 

us a parting salutation with grape shot. Capt. Andy and Captain [Patrick] Carnes having become 

seperated from the Regiment at Georgetown, applicant fell under the command of Captain Rudolph at the 

rate of fifty miles a day until they arrived to Bells mill, which applicant believes was on Haw river 

[probably the Bell’s Mill on a branch of Deep River in Randolph County NC]. Our men marched a few 

miles from the mill and encamped in a barn. here in the night an express arrived informing us that the 

British were at the mill a few miles in our rear, upon which we marched forthwith about twenty miles 

passing through the American militia and took post in the rear of the Continentals. this was when the 

American army lay encamped near Guilford in the spring of 1781. Just before the battle of Guilford 

[Guilford Courthouse, 15 Mar 1781] Col. Lee took applicant from the ranks and ordered him to remain as 

a guard of some diseased horses, which guard was first under the command of Captain Johnston, and 

afterwards under the command of Quartermaster Carrington. This guard applicant states was but a short 

distance from the battle ground, and was kept up for several weeks after the battle. invalids and the 

wounded were also placed under this guard. Before the main army marched to the south applicant had 

leave on account of sickness to remain on Smiths river [Smith River in Henry County], Virginia, with a 

pass from Quartermaster Carrington to follow on as soon as he recovered. applicant states that he was for 

some time sick and unable to march after the main army, and was detained for several months attending 

to others, and he marched towards the main army so soon as he was able in company with Jacob Minor & 
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Samuel Meredith [pension application W9565], and that sometime in September as he now believes he 

met with his Regiment at the high hills of Santee [in Sumter County SC]. applicant states that from this 

time Lee’s light infantry of which he was one was used and detained as the life guard of Gen’l. Greene. 

he states that from this time to the time of the expiration of his term of service in Decem. 1781 he 

believes he acted as the life guard of Gen’l. Greene. At the time of the expiration of his term of service 

applicant states that the Virginia line to which he belonged, was marched up under Major Sneed [sic: 

Smith Snead] and Edmonds [Cap. Thomas Edmunds] to Charlotte, where applicant got a discharge signed 

by these two men, and returned home to Lancaster District S.C. applicant states that he lived in 

Greenbriar until he entered the army and at the end of his service he settled in Lancaster District S.C. 

where he continued to live until 1829 when he moved to Sevier County Tennessee where he has lived 

ever since. applicant states that he has lost his discharge. he has no record of his age but believes he is 

seventy four years old from the belief that he was 15 years old when he came to the United States, which 

he knows was in the year 1773. Applicant states that he served eighteen months as a private in the 

continental army of the untied states that he has no documentary evidence whatever of his service. he 

further states that he does not know of any person whose testimony he can procure who can testify to his 

services. Applicant hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, 

and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any state  

NOTES:  

On 16 March 1853 Nancy Robertson, aged 48, applied for a pension stating that she married  

William Robertson on 11 Dec 1838, and he died on 15 Jan 1847. The file contains a copy of the license 

for the marriage of William Robeson and Nancy Shepard dated 1 Dec 1837 in Sevier County with a 

statement by Jesse Davis, J.P., that the marriage occurred on 10 Dec 1837. On 27 April 1855 Nancy 

Robertson, “over fifty,” of Sevier County, applied for bounty land.  

On 13 Sep 1865 Nancy Robertson, 63, applied for restoration of her pension, which had been suspended 

during the Civil War, during which period she had subsisted “by toils and labors of her own hands and 

partially by the assistance of her daughters and friends.” On 2 July 1866 she again applied, giving her age 

as 62, and stating that during the Civil War she “lived upon the charity of her children, she being unable 

to gain a livelyhood by manual labor.” On 6 Nov 1871 she applied for an increase in pension, with her 

age given as 74 and mailing address as Henrys Crossroads in Sevier County.  

The file also contains the following application for bounty land  

CLAIM OF WIDOW FOR BOUNTY LAND  

State of Tennessee, County of Jefferson, SS:  

On this 18 day of January A.D., one thousand eight hundred and ninety personally appeared before me a 

J.P. of the County of Jefferson a Court of Record within and for the County and State aforesaid, Nancy 

Robertson, aged 104 years, a resident of Shady Grove in the County of Jefferson, in the State of 

Tennessee who being duly sworn according to law, declares that she is the widow of William  

Robertson, deceased, who was the identical William Robertson who served under the name of William  

Robertson as a [blank] in the Company commanded by Captain [blank], in the [blank] Regiment of  

[blank], commanded by [blank] in the war of the Revolution that her said husband Enlisted at Charleston 

SC on or about the she can’t remember the time A. D. for the term of [blank] and continued in actual 

service in said war for the term of [blank], and whose service terminated by reason of he served 18 

months at [blank] on the [blank] day of [blank] A. D. She further states that the following is a full 

description of said husband at the time of his enlistment, viz: Age near 80 years [sic] a Saddler Born in 

Scotland 5 ft high blue eyes Black hair She further states that she was married to the said William  
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Robertson in the city (or town) of [blank] in the County of Sevier and in the State of Tennessee on the 

[blank] day of [blank] A. D. 1833 by one Jesse Davis who was a Justice of the Peace and that her name 

before her said marriage was Breden and she further states that [blank] and that her said husband William 

Robertson died at Sevierville in the State of Tennessee on the [blank] day of [blank] A. D. 1840 and she 

further declares that the following have been the places of residence of herself and her husband since the 

date of his discharge from the army, viz: and lived in Sevier County until 1885 then moved to Shady 

Grove Tenn   
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Jefferson County, TN  

William Satterfield  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements  

Pension Application of William Satterfield W1088  

Transcribed and annotated by C. Leon Harris  

State of Tennessee Jefferson County  

On this 18 day of Nov’r 1847 personally appeared before me th Henry H Peck an acting Justice of 

the peace in and for the County aforesaid Unicy Satterfield aged Eighty nine years who being first 

duly sworn according to law doth on her Oath make the following declaration in order to obtain 

the benefit of the provision made by the act of Congress passed July the 7th 1838 entitled An act 

granting half pay and Pensions to certain widows:” That she is the widow of William  

Satterfield who was a Sergeant or private not certain which and belonged to the Regiment of the  

Maryland line and under Gen’l [William] Smallwood his Col and Captains name not now  

Recollected She thinks he served for five years in the Continental Army  

She further declares that she was married to the said William Satterfield in the spring of the year 

1781 That her husband the aforesaid William Satterfield died In December of the year 1813. That 

she was not married to him prior to his leaving the service but the marriage took place previous 

to the first of January seventeen hundred and ninety-four Viz at the time above stated  

Unicy herXmark Satterfield  

Land Office Annapolis, 21st March, 1848.  

I hereby Certify, That it appears by the Muster Rolls of the Revolution remaining in this office,  

That William Satterfield, Enlisted as a private in Captain Spyker’s Company, of the 7th Maryland  

Regiment, for during the war, on the 7th day of June, 1777, was promoted to the rank of Corporal 

on the 25th day of December, 1777, was promoted to the rank of Serg’t. on the 1st day of March, 

1780, and on the 16th of August, 1780, was missing [at the Battle of Camden SC]; I further 

Certify, that I do not find his name upon any of the Pay rolls to have received pay for his 

Revolutionary services.  

George G. Brewer, Reg’r. Land Off. Md.  

State of Tennessee }  

County of Jefferson } SS  

On this 30th day of October in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty one 

personally, appeared before me an acting Justice of the Peace for the County and State above 

mentioned Mr Levi Satterfield a resident of Jefferson County and State of Tennessee aged Sixty 

four past, and being first sworn according to Law doth on his oath make the following 

Declaration. That he is the Son of William Satterfield who was a Corporal and Sergeant in the 

Seventh Maryland Regiment, under Gen. Smallwood in the war of the Revolution how long he 

continued in service, he cannot say, but thinks for a greater portion of the war of the Revolution, 

affiant further Certifyes that he has often heered his farther say that he was cheated out of his 

back pay by a man named David Parimoor as he thinks, some time in between seventeen 

hundred and ninety and eighteen hundred Affiant further declares, that his farther died in 

Greenville District in the State of South Carolina in the year eighteen hundred and thirteen 

leaving a widow affiants mother, Mrs Unicy Satterfield who was married to the above mentioned 

William Satterfield in Anson County in the State of North Carolinia in the year 1782 or three, he 

affiant being the third child of William and Unicy Satterfield Affiant further declares, that his 

mother the above mentioned Unicy Satterfield after the death of affiants farther moved to the 

County of Jefferson and State of Tennessee and lived with affiant up to the time of her death on 
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the 16th day of May one thousand eight hundred and forty nine, Leaving the following named 

Children as her only heirs at Law — Levi Satterfield, Matthew Satterfield Hosea Satterfield &  

George G Satterfield. Affiant would refer the Department to the accompanying proof as to [one  

 



Revolutionary War Gravesite’s of Knox and Surrounding Counties  

356  

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

    



Revolutionary War Gravesite’s of Knox and Surrounding Counties  

357  

  

James Smith  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters  

Pension Application of James Smith S21489  

Transcribed and annotated by C. Leon Harris  

State of Tennessee } SS County 

of Jefferson }  

On this 25th day of June 1834 personally appeared before me Charles Harrison a Justice of the  

Peace in and for the County of Jefferson and State of Tennessee, James Smith, a resident Citizen of the 

County of Jefferson and State aforesaid, aged sixty eight years and ten months, who being first duly 

sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of 

the Act of Congress, passed June 7th 1832.  

That the Declarant James Smith was born on the 6th of August 1765 (of which he has no record) on the 

South fork of Potowmac [sic: Potomac] river, in what was then called Augusta County, afterwards 

Hardy County, in the State of Virginia. He lived in this County untill the year 1782, when he moved to 

the  

County of Washington, then the State of North Carolina, now the State of Tennessee. Declarant has lived 

in different counties in the State of Tennessee, since he moved to the State. Many years ago he moved to 

Kentucky, where he lived five years. He then returned to Tennessee, where he has lived ever since, and 

where he now lives in Jefferson County, near French Broad River. Declarant does not recollect the precise 

period of his residence in the different counties in which he has lived in the State of Tennessee. In the 

month of October 1781 Declarant was drafted in Hardy County, State of Virginia, at his company muster 

ground, at John Spoor’s house, by Capt James Stephenson. Our Rendesvous was at the town of Romney.  

At this place Declarant was placed under the command of Captain Joel Berry. John Hornback was the 

Lieutenant and Wilson the Ensign of our Company. The non-commissioned officers are not recollected. 

There were two companies at Romney. From Romney we were marched to Winchester, Virginia, where 

we were placed under the Command of Colonel Joseph Peiswonger. At Winchester we were employed in 

guarding the prison[ers] taken at the Siege of York [19 Oct 1781]. There was a large body of prisoners, 

the number being unknown to Declarant. We were here kept to guard the prisoners, untill orders were 

received to convey them out of the State of Virginia, when we marched with them to Shepherdstown, on 

the line between the States of Virginia and Maryland. At Shepherdstown we put them over the Potowmac 

river. We were then marched back [to] Winchester and there discharged in the month of January day not 

recollected in the year 1782 Declarant received a written discharge from Capt. Joel Berry for this tour of 

three months. Declarant left this discharge among his father’s papers, when he emigrated to the Western 

Country, and he has since ascertained that it has been lost, when or where he does not know. In the Spring 

of the year 1782 Declarant emigrated to the County of Washington, then the State of North Carolina, now 

the State of Tennessee. In August day not recollected, 1782, orders were received from Colonel John 

Sevier for raising men to march against the Cherokee Indians. Declarant volunteered in this expedition in 

August 1782 day not recollected under Captain Beane, our Militia Captain. The names of the subaltern 

and non commissioned officers are not recollected. the appointed place of Rendesvous was Evan’s ferry 

on French Broad river, at which place a large body of men, several hundred, convened under Colonel 

John Sevier. The rout of the Expedition was as follows, From Evan’s ferry, by the Indian trace to the 

Chota ford on the Tennessee river. Thence to the Tellico Plains, were we attacked and burnt the Indian 

towns, and destroyed their corn and provisions. Here several Indians were killed. Thence, crossing the 

Tellico river, we marched to the Hiwassee river, and there burnt a town. Thence up the river, crossing the 

Hiwassee, on to the Coosa river, where we burnt several towns. From the Big Swamp Spring on the 

Coosa river we returned by a rout nearer the mountain, and after being lost in the Chil-Howee [sic: 

Chilhowie] mountains, were at length safely piloted to the old trace, and by it returned home. This 

Declarant received a verbal discharge from his captain for this tour of three months,  
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Obediah Smith  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters  

Pension Application of Obadiah Smith S3938  

Transcribed and annotated by C. Leon Harris  

State of Tennessee  

County of Jefferson  

September 11th 1832  

On this eleventh day of September personally appeared in open Court, before the Justices of the Cout of  

Pleas and Quarter Sessions now sitting, Obediah Smith a resident in the County of Jefferson and State of 

Tennessee, aged Sixty nine years, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the 

following declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7th eighteen 

hundred and thirty two.  

That the Deponent, Oediah Smith, was born the first day of March Seventeen hundred and sixty three in 

the County of Powhatan State of Virginia, whence he removed with his Grandfather at the age of fourteen 

years to the County of Buckingham in the Same State, where he lived twenty six years – and then 

removed to Hawkins County, State of Tennessee where he lived six months – then removed to Jefferson 

County, State of Tennessee, where he has lived ever since. In the year 1780 in the month of May, day not 

recollected, this deponent was drafted at Buckingham Court house, County of Buckingham, Virginia, 

under Captain John Chambers; He was marched three miles beyond William Basdill’s tavern in company 

with three other companys, where they halted, and two of the companies marched on to the South, and the 

other two, of which Capt Chambers’ was one, marched back to Buckingham Court House where the 

companies remained one week when this Deponent was marched under Captain Silas Watkins – Capt 

Chambers giving place to Watkins, who took the command of deponents company – Wm. Cannon 

[William Cannon] commanded the other company. The Deponent was marched under Capt. Watkins 

down the South side of James River through Cumberland County, crossed James River at the pointed fork 

[sic: Point of Fork at the confluence of James and Rivanna rivers] in said County, and down said river to 

New Kent Court House where the companies remained ten or twelve days. Thence was marched down the 

River to Newsom Spring, where they remained upward of two weeks, then marched to the Burnt church, 

where they remained a week – then turned back about fifteen miles and marched down the north side of 

the River to Bottom’s Bridge on a creek emptying into the river, called Chickahomona Swamp  

Chickahominy Swamp], remained there eight or ten days – thence marched down the river to Mobbing 

Hills [sic: Malvern Hill, 15 mi SE of Richmond], where the Companies remained untill the expiration of 

their term of service of three months – when they returned home after getting discharges from the 

Captains. This Deponent returned back about 100 miles, when he took the place of John Simpson in the 

Company of Captain Daniel Mosely, who was marching on the Mobbing Hills, Deponent was marched 

pursuing the same rout as before. At Burnt Church Capt Mosely’s Company joind General [Robert] 

Lawson’s brigade who were there. The Deponent does not recollect the names of the Lieutenants or 

ensign under Capt Watkins. the orderly Sergeant was Richard Phelps. Nor does he recollect the names of 

the lieutenants and Ensign under Capt Mosely. This Deponent remained at Mobbing Hills under Captain 

Mosely untill the expiration of the term of service, and was discharged by his Captain in the month of 

October or November – after a service of two tours of three months each. This Deponent returned home 

and in the following Spring in April or May, day not recollected, was again drafted at Buckingham Court  

House under Captain Silas Watkins. Lieutenants and Ensign not recollected except lieutenant John Banks 

–  

Richard Phelps Orderly Sergeant – This was Captain Watkins’ second tour. In April or May 1781 The 

Deponent was marched under Captain Watkins to Prince Edward Court House, where the Militia were 

under Command of General Lawson – Colonels [St. George] Tucker, and [John] Holcomb, Majors Duvall 

[probably Samuel Duval] and Holcomb and Parnell were some of the officers of the Militia. There were 
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no regulars. Thence was marched under Gen’l. Lawson to the pointed fork on James River, where we 

crossed the river – then down the river and crossed the river above Richmond and marched to Petersburgh 

[sic: Petersburg] leaving Richmond to the left – Crossed the Appomatoc [sic: Appomattox River] at 

Petersburgh – thence on to Cabin Point [on James River in Surry County] thence to Jamestown crossing 

the river there; at Jamestown had a skirmish with the British, in which one of our men was wounded and 

we understood the Enemy lost several men. Thence on to Williamsburgh [sic: Williamsburg] where the 

Brigade stayed a few days and then joined the American Army under the command of General  

Washington at Little York, where Lord Cornwallis was besieged in 1781 [28 Sep - 19 Oct]. This deponent 

was at the Siege of York untill the surrender of Lord Cornwallis. Captain Watkins went home, and 

Captain William Giles was put in command of our Company – or rather some of Capt Watkins’ men 

returning home on account of sickness – the remnant of our Company was joined to Capt. Giles’ company  

– whose lieutenant was Alexander McClardy – and in Capt Giles’ company the Deponent served 

throughout the Siege of York and after the Surrender was marched under Gen’l. Lawson with the 

prisoners four miles beyond Winchester where we remained untill the Militia from the adjoining counties 

could be collected in sufficient force to guard the prisoners. In the month of November 1781 this 

deponent was discharged, after a service of six months, by Capt Wm. Giles. The deponent has no 

documentary evidence in regard to his service, nor does he know of any person living, from whom he 

could procure the testimony as to his service. This Deponent hereby relinquishes his every claim whatever 

to a pension or annuity except the present, and declares that his name is not on the Pension Roll of the 

Agency of any State.  

Where and in what year were you born?  

Answer. I was born in the County of Powhatan, State of Virginia, on the first day of March seventeen 

hundred and sixty three.  

Question 2. Have you any record of your age, and if so, where is it?  

Answer. I have a record of my age in a book at home.  

Question 3. Where were you living, when called into service; where have you lived since the 

Revolutionary War, and where do you now live?  

Answer. I was living in Buckingham County when called into service – Since the war, I have lived in 

Buckingham County, Virginia, and Jefferson County, Tennessee, where I now live.  

Question 4. How were you called into service, were you drafted, were you a substitute or did you 

volunteer, and if a substitute, for whom?  

Answer. I was drafted the first tour under Captain Watkins – the Second I was a substitute in Capt. Daniel 

Mosely’s Company for John Simpson. My tour to the Siege of York I was drafted under Capt. Watkins.  

Question 5. State the names of some of the regular officers, who were with the troops where you served. 
Answer. There were no regular troops where I served except at little York where Gen. Washington 

commanded This deponent recollects him and Baron Steuben – and others whose names he cannot now 
call to mind.  
Question 6. Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so by whom given and what has 

become of it.  

Answer. I received two discharges one from Capt Watkins and the other from Capt. Giles – both of which 

I have lost, where I cannot tell.  

Question. State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighbourhood, and who 

can testify as to your character for veracity, and their belief of your services as a soldier of the Revolution  

Answer. The deponent would refer to Jacob Gear Esquire[?] and Captain Dan’l. Witt and Thomas R  

Steerman who may be examined touching his character for veracity and services in the War of 

Independence [signed] Obadiah Smith  
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George Taff  

  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters   

Pension application of George Taff S3753 f21VA   

Transcribed by Will Graves 11/4/11   
[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 

database. Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or 

additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me. Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran 

and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical 

information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth 

century research requests for information have been omitted. I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions. Such software 

misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers 

which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one  
th thousand eighty six" as "the 8 of June 1786." Please call errors 

or omissions to my attention.]   

State of Tennessee Jefferson County: On this 12th day of September 1832 personally appeared in 

open Court before the County Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions for Jefferson County, now sitting, 

George Taff a resident of the County of Jefferson and State aforesaid aged sixty-eight years who 

being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to 

obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7th, 1832.   

That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers and served as 

herein stated, that sometime in the summer of the year 1781 he marched from the County of 

Hampshire State of Virginia under the command of Captain Cunningham and marched on through 

Fredericksburg then to Williamsburg at which place he was discharged, after a servitude of some 

upwards of three months. That he served as a drafted Militia man and received a discharge from 

Captain Edward McCarty from Hampshire County Virginia, and that he has lost said discharge.  That 

in the spring of the year 1782, he volunteered under the command of Captain Teaverbough [? could 

be Teaverbaugh] of Hampshire County Virginia and marched on to Tigers Valley [Tygart's Valley] 

to guard the Inhabitants from the attack of the Shawnee Indians, marching through the Allegheny 

Mountains Virginia at which place he received a discharge from Captain Teaverbough after a 

servitude of three months which discharge is also lost: and that he has no recollection of the names of 

the Field officers during the first campaign except General Muhlenberg – that during the 2nd 

campaign there was no company but the one in which he served, and that his place of residence was 

in Hampshire County Virginia – and that William Hill Esquire is knowing to the circumstance of his 

serving as above stated.   

He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declares 

that his name is not on the pension roll of the Agency of any State.   

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid   

S/ Joseph Hamilton, Clerk S/ George Taff  

  

 open Court for the County Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions of Jefferson County now sitting 

William Hill Esquire aged sixty-four years who being first duly sworn according to law doth on 

his oath make the following declaration. That he was acquainted with the above named George 

Taff in Hampshire County Virginia during the Revolutionary War and recollects distinctly of his  

having served two Campaigns as above stated.  S/ William Hill  

[James Hill & William Hill gave the standard supporting affidavit.]   

Interrogatories   



Revolutionary War Gravesite’s of Knox and Surrounding Counties  

Jefferson County, TN  

362  

  

QWhere and in what year were you born   

A. I was born in Hampshire County State of Virginia on the 19th day of December 1763   

Q. Have you any record of your age, and if so where is it –   

A. I have, and it is at home, [one or more indecipherable words] from an entry made by my Father in   
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Ezekiel Trogdon  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements  

Pension application of Ezekiel Trogdon R10707 fn13NC  

Transcribed by Will Graves  

State of Tennessee, Jefferson County  

On this 10th day of June A.D. 1834, personally appeared in Open Court, before the Justices of our 

Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, now in A session Ezekiel Trogdon, a resident of Grainger 

County Tennessee aged 80 years, who being first duly Sworn according to law, doth on his Oath 

make the following declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7th 

1832. That he entered the service of the United States under the following named Officers, and served 

as herein Stated.  

In the year 1779 [could be 1777, last digit written over] as well as he recollects – the day and month 

not recollected he volunteered, and entered the Service of the Country in Randolph County in the 

State of North Carolina, was enrolled in Captain Dugan's company, commanded by Major Sharp and 

Colonel Litterel [sic, Luttrell] rendezvoused at the house of Major Sharp, from thence he was 

marched to the Sand Hills, near Fayetteville in North Carolina, had several skirmishes with the 

Tories, and remaining near Fayetteville N. C. for some time – he was marched back to a Mr. Bell's 

where he was Stationed for some time, from thence to Major Sharp's, thence to Fayetteville N. C. or 

near to it, thence to the Sand hills, thence back to Major Sharp's where he was discharged – having 

been in the Service six months – received a discharge which he has lost.  

And afterwards, to wit the day month and year not recollected he volunteered, and entered the Service 

of his Country in a Company of Captain Cavalry in Captain Day's Company – was commanded by 

Major Sharp and Colonel Dugan, was enrolled in entered the Service at the house of Major Sharp, from 

thence he was marched to the Raft Swamps – where after a careful examination after the Tories – and 

routing – and driving them – they marched back to Major Sharp's, where he was stationed for some 

time – from thence he was marched to the Sand hills, where he was stationed several weeks, and was in 

several skirmishes with the Tories, thence he was marched back to Major Sharp's where he was 

discharged (States from the time he entered the Service until he was discharged it was six months[)] 

received a discharge which he has lost --  

He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity, except the present, and declares 

that his name is not on the Pension roll of the Agency of any State.  

Sworn to & subscribed in open Court – the day and date above written. S/ 

Joseph Hamilton, Jr., Clk S/ Ezekiel Trogdon, X his mark  

The following interrogatories were propounded to the applicant by the court 1st 

When and in what year were you born?  

Answer – I was born in Randolph County in the State of North Carolina in the year 1754 2nd 

Have you any record of your age and if so where is it?  

Answer – I have no record of my age.  

3rd Where were you living when called into service: where have you lived since the Revolutionary War 

and where do you now live?  

Answer – When called into Service I was living in Randolph County North Carolina and after the 

Revolutionary War was over, I removed to Jackson County Tennessee thence to Grainger County 

Tennessee where I now live, near the line between said counties.  

4th How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer or were you a substitute, and if 

in substitute, for whom?  

Answer – I was a volunteer, were both tours of duty  

5th State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops when you served, such  
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Continental and militia regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of your service.  

Answer –In my first Service – Captain Dugan Major Sharp and Colonel Luttrell – My Second – Captain 

Day Major Sharp and Colonel Dugan, does not recollect anything about regiments, believes there were 

none  

6th Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom was it given and what has 

become of it?  

Answer – I did receive two discharges signed by Major Sure which I have lost,  

7th State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who can 

testify as to your character for veracity and their belief in your services as a soldier in the 

revolution. Answer – As to my character I shall all for the Reverend Millikan, Obed Chase & Jos. 

Dyer and as to my Services as they were Soldier of the Revolution, I all for John Hasket1 and 

William Frazier citizens of Jefferson County to prove my services by,  

Sworn to and Subscribed in open Court the day and date above written.  

S/ Joseph Hamilton, Jr. Clerk S/ Ezekiel Trogdon, X his mark  

[Elihu Millikan, a clergyman, Obed Chase & Joseph Dryer gave the standard supporting affidavit.]  

John Hasket a reputable witness aged 81 years personally appeared in open Court and made Oath that 

he is well acquainted with Ezekiel Trogdon who hath subscribed and Sworn to the above declaration, 

was with him a companion in arms and the Revolutionary War, during both tours of duty as described 

in his declaration, that the facts therein stated is true. Kept subscribed & sworn to in open court the date 

above.  

S/ Joseph Hamilton, Jr. Clerk S/ John Hasket, X his mark  

William Frazier a reputable Witness aged 68 years, personally appeared in open Court, and made Oath, 

that he is well acquainted with Ezekiel Trogdon who has subscribed & sworn to the above & foregoing 

declaration, and was also acquainted with him during the Revolutionary War – this affiant was not in 

the Service himself but was living in the same neighborhood of the applicant in Randolph County 

North Carolina and from what he knows within his own knowledge, and from what he has understood 

from others, he believes that the services as stated in the foregoing declaration to be true. The applicant 

has always supported a good Character, and has always been reputed to have been a soldier of the 

revolution.  

Subscribed & sworn to in open Court, the day & date above written.  

S/ Joseph Hamilton Jr., Clerk S/ William Frazier  

State of Tennessee, Jefferson County  

This day personally appeared before me William Cox one of the acting Justices of the peace in and for 

the County of Jefferson Ezekiel Trogdon a citizen of the County of Grainger and who is now in the 

County of Jefferson who being duly sworn Deposeth and saith that he is 80 years of age & that he is 

the identical person named in the annexed declaration dated the 10th day of June 1834 filed for the 

purpose of procuring a pension under an act of Congress passed June 7th 1832 after having heard his 

declaration read to him he states that the facts therein stated in relation to his services is true that at the 

time he entered the service it was expressly understood that it was for a tour of six months each and at 

the time said services was performed the Country was invaded by the British & Tories and the citizens 

volunteered and raised said companies for the purpose of defending themselves and saving their 

property from being burnt and destroyed the militia of North Carolina that was called under a draft 

served only three months and the volunteer companies that this affiant served in was for six months, 

this declarant rendered other services than those in his declaration mentioned but for the want of his 

recollection as to the names of the officers under whom he served he declined making an application  

1 John Hasket S4317  

for the same when he filed his Declaration and further saith not  
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Sworn to and Subscribed before me the 17th day of November 1834 S/ 

William Cox, J. P. S/ Ezekiel Trogdon, X his mark  

    

George Turnley  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements  

Pension application of George Turnley S21545 fn112NC  

Transcribed by Will Graves  

State of Tennessee, County of Jefferson: June Sessions 1834  

On this 11th day of June 1834 personally appeared in open Court before the Court of Pleas and  

Quarter Sessions of Jefferson County and State of Tennessee, George Turnley, a resident citizen of 

Jefferson County and State aforesaid, aged 72 years, who being first duly sworn according to law doth 

on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress, passed 

June 7th 1832.  

That the Declarant George Turnley, was born on the 30th August 1762 in Bradford County, State of 

Virginia, of which he has a record in his family Bible. At four years of age he removed with his 

father to Botetourt [County], Virginia, where he lived until he was 16 years old, when he moved to 

Henry County, Virginia, where he lived two years and then moved to Washington County, N. C. now 

East Tennessee, where he lived two years; and then moved back to Botetourt County, Virginia, 

where he remained three years, when he removed to what was at that time Greene County, North 

Carolina, now Jefferson County, East Tennessee, where he now lives. At the age of 18 years this 

Declarant volunteered under Captain John Fountaine in Henry County, Virginia, in the month of June 

1780 date not recollected. This body of men was raised to march against the Tories in Rich Hollow, 

North Carolina, who were said to be embodied at that place. There were about 300 men raised in 

Henry  

County and surrounding Sections. Captains Haskins and Wells [?] were two of the captains. The Majors 

are not recollected. Colonel Patrick Henry was instrumental in getting up the expedition and giving 

counsel and advice in regard to our movements and was with the expedition; But he did not command 

the men; And this declarant believes that Col. Williams was the chief commander of the expedition, 

though his recollection is not very distinct as to that. The men were so much divided and detached in 

the Tour that the declarant had not sufficient acquaintance with the Colonel Commandant to impress 

his name permanently on his memory. The Lieutenant and Ensign are not recollected; nor are any of the 

noncommissioned officers. The place of Rendezvous was called __ [blank in original] Mills – name of 

the owner being forgotten. From there we were marched to the Rich-Hollow in North Carolina – 

crossing on our route the Marrow Bone Creek and other small Streams – We were marched into North 

Carolina. Before we reached the place where the Tories embodied, they had dispersed. We compelled 

Tories to take the oath of allegiance. We took two prisoners, who were after taking the oath promising 

obedience to the State and Congress, released. We scoured the Country on the waters of the Yadkin 

River and after having effectually put down and quelled the Tories who had been about to rise in that 

quarter, we were marched back to Henry County Virginia, where we were discharged at the Old Store 

on Smith's River in the month of September 1780. And this Declarant at this place received a discharge 

for a tour of three months from his Captain John Fountain. In the following month,  

November, the Declarant moved with his father to Washington County North Carolina, now East 

Tennessee. When we arrived at the River Watauga in Washington County, an expedition was about to 

march against the Middle Settlements of the Cherokees under General John Sevier. This Declarant 

immediately volunteered under Captain David McNabb in the month of March 1781 day not 

recollected. There were three companies on this expedition, about 170 men. Captain Davis 

commanded one of the companies. The other Captain's name is forgotten. The name of the  
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Lieutenants' name is not recollected. The Ensign's name is not recollected, nor the names of the  

Sergeants. The place of Rendezvous was at the mouth of Indian Creek opposite the Greasy Cove on  

Chucky River [sic, Nolichucky River] in Washington County, then North Carolina. General John Sevier 

had took the command of us. Major John McNabb the Major. The first night we encamped on the other 

side of the Bald Mountain, on the other side of the Swannanoa [River]. That night we were marched on 

after resting a few hours to the head waters of the Hiwassee River, to a town of the Indians, which we 

attacked, and killed 17 Indians and took 28 prisoners. One of our men only was wounded at this place. 

We destroyed the town. Thence we were marched successively to several towns which we attacked and 

destroyed. At one of the Towns Captain Davis and Lieutenant Bond were killed. No other men were 

killed. We were marched back to Washington County from the first town, that we had entered, and we 

were discharged in the Greasy Cove our Captains. And this Declarant received a verbal discharge from 

his Captain David McNabb. Captain McNabb gave written discharges for a tour of three months to 

those men then applied to him afterwards, but this Declarant never obtained one. Though the men 

engaged in this expedition were paid by the State of North Carolina; But Declarant was not in a 

situation to attend, when a committee made by the Legislature of North Carolina, to settle with the men. 

The and served as a the war term of three months. In the month of August 1782 Declarant volunteered 

under Captain John Clark to go in an expedition against the Cherokee Towns on the Tennessee River. 

The Chief of which was Chuckamoguh [sic, Chickamauga?]. There were 300 men in this expedition 

under General John Sevier. Captain Beane was a Captain. The Lieutenants and Ensign of our company 

are not recollected. The declarant was appointed by General Sevier Sergeant Major and served in that 

Capacity in this expedition. Captains Crow and Copeland were captains in this expedition. The place of 

Rendezvous was Jonesborough, the County town of Washington County, from which place we were 

marched along the war path, which crossed the French Broad River at the War Ford and the Pigeon 

River at the War Ford. Thence on the Indian war path by what is now called Sevierville, the forks of 

Pigeon River, to Boyd's Creek, where Deponent recollects that an encampment was made. The 

preceding encampment not being recollected. Thence we crossed Little River and Pistol Creek, at the 

place where Maryville now stands. Thence, by Baker's Creek, to Chota old Ford, where we encamped 

on the other side of the Tennessee River. Thence we marched across Tellico River and Hiwassee River, 

and the Conesauga [sic, Conasauga] and Shoemaker Creeks on to the Chucka Maguh [sic, 

Chickamauga] Town on the Tennessee River. We found the town evacuated; we destroyed the town. 

We marched to Will's town, which we destroyed. Thence we marched against and destroyed several 

towns. We took a few prisoners and killed two Indians. We lost no man. From Will's town, we were 

marched back the same route, that we had gone down, and were discharged in Jonesboro in the month 

of November, day not recollected, in the year 1782, having served out a tour of three months. We were 

verbally discharged, and this Declarant never received a written discharge for either of his tours, and 

never applied to his captains for them. The reason for his not applying for his discharges to his captains, 

was that he was engaged immediately after his second tour and after his third tour in wagoning [sic] to 

Baltimore and was absent when the men were settled with. The Declarant served three tours of three 

months each during the Revolutionary War. There were no regulars where he served. He has served 

several tours since against the Indians for which he makes no claim. During the late war, he served as 

Sergeant Major in Captain Copeland's company, in the 2nd Regiment of Tennessee Militia – employed 

against the Creek Indians. In this Service the Declarant was disabled and is now receiving a pension as 

an invalid soldier of the late war. Declarant has been informed that he is not excluded from the benefit 

of the act of June 7th 1832 on account of his being an Invalid Pensioner. The Deponent has no 

documentary evidence of his service and knows of no person living by whom he could prove all his 

services. Tidence Lane1 is now living in Jefferson County and drawing a pension as a Revolutionary 

Soldier, and could prove one tour. But Declarant does not now recollect any person living by whom the 

others could be proved. This Declarant makes no claim to any other pension than this – besides his 
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pension as an Invalid Soldier of the late war. If the construction of the Act of June 7th 1832 will not 

admit this claim, Declarant does not wish to relinquish his pension as and Invalid. Declarant declares 

that his name is not on the Pension roll, except as and Invalid Pensioner.  

S/ Geo Turnley  

Sworn to and subscribed in open Court this 11th day of June 1834. S/ Joseph Hamilton, Clerk  

1 FPA W377  

[Andrew Gess, a clergyman, Henry Ham and James Bradford gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 

State of Tennessee, County of Jefferson  
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Spencer Watkins  

  

Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters   

Pension application of Spencer Watkins W2283 Sarah fn45VA   

Transcribed by Will Graves 8/12/11   
[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 

database. Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or 

additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me. Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran 

and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical 

information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth 

century research requests for information have been omitted. I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions. Such software 

misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers 

which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one  
th thousand eighty six" as "the 8 of June 1786." Please call errors 

or omissions to my attention.]   

State of Tennessee Jefferson County   

On this second day of November personally appeared before Jacob Gear a Justice of the peace for the 

County of Jefferson Spencer Watkins, a resident of the County of Jefferson, and State of Tennessee, 

aged eighty-three years, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the 

following declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress, passed June 7th 1832.  

That the Declarant Spencer Watkins was born on the 15th day of January in the year 1750 in the  

County of Amherst, and State of Virginia. In order to aid in repelling an invasion of Virginia by the  

British forces in the year of our Lord 1779 this declarant volunteered in the year 1779 in the month of  

October, date not recollected, under Captain Young Landrum [Younger Landrum] at Amherst Court 

House in the County of Amherst, State of Virginia. The Rendezvous was at the Court-House; whence 

he was marched to the Point of Forks, where the company crossed James River, there he was 

marched across the Appomattox on to Cabin Point, between James River and the Dismal Swamp; 

where the company joined General Lawson's Brigade. Captain Landrum returned home and his 

company was distributed amongst other companies not filled up. This Declarant was, with others, 

attached to Captain Patterson's company in the Regiment of Colonel Holcombe. He does not 

recollect the Lieutenants and Ensign of either Company – nor does he recollect the Majors of the 

Regiment. The Declarant was stationed mostly at Cabin Point where he was discharged in the month 

of January day not recollected, after the expiration of the term of 3 months for which he had 

volunteered.   

In the year 1781 – the Declarant volunteered under Captain Jack Woodruff in the month of February 

day not recollected at Amherst Court House, State of Virginia. He served in Colonel Jack  

Meriwether's Regiment,Wm Cabell [William Campbell], Major –William and John Hosley were the 

lieutenants and Robin Hosley the Ensign of the company. Captain Woodruff's Company started with 

three other Companies – Captain Pamplin's, Captain Digges and Captain Montgomery. They all 

marched together from Amherst Court House – first to Brown's Tavern, thence to Cedar Point 

between Richmond and Fredericksburg, thence to Bacon's Old fields, where they joined General 

Stephens [Edward Stevens] thence to Holt's forge on Chickahominy River, thence to Bottoms Bridge 

on the same River thence to Mobbing Hills [Malvern Hills], where this Declarant was discharged late 

in the month of May, date not recollected, after the expiration of a tour of three months. At Mobbing 

Hills we joined the main Army under General Lafayette. This Declarant was engaged in two other 

short services during the Revolutionary war. He was marched in March of the year 178_under 

Captain Lewis Neville to Albemarle Barracks, to guard the British prisoners stationed there – He was 



Revolutionary War Gravesite’s of Knox and Surrounding Counties  

370  

  

engaged in this service two weeks and three days – the prisoners being taken to Winchester: He was 

detailed from his militia Company   

in Amherst County and sent under Nathaniel Dever after deserters in Amherst County and in the 

upper edge of Rockbridge he was engaged two weeks in this service in the month of August and year 

1781. The Declarant has no documentary evidence as to his service having lost his discharges, where 

or when he does not know, and he knows of no person whose testimony he can procure, who can 

testify to his service. He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the 

present, and declares that his name is not on the pension Roll of the Agency of any State. That he has 

never received any pay for his service. That he was twenty-nine years of age when he entered the 

service – lived in Virginia forty-four years after the revolutionary war – and since has lived 6 years in 

East Tennessee where he now lives.   

Sworn to and subscribed for me the 2nd day of September 1833   

S/ Spencer Watkins, X his mark   

S/ Jacob Gear, JP   
st 

Question 1 Where and in what year were you born?   
st  

Answer 1 I was born on the 15th day of January in the year 1750 in the County of Amherst, State of  

Virginia   
nd  

Question 2 Have you any record of your age and if so where is it?   

Answer 2nd. I have none.   
rd  

Question 3 Where were you living when called into service: where have you lived since the 

Revolutionary War and where do you now live?   

Answer 3rd. When called into service I was living in Amherst County State of Virginia. After the 
Revolutionary war, I lived 44 years in Virginia, and since have lived 6 years in Jefferson County East 
Tennessee, where I now live.   

th  

Question 4 How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer or were you a 

substitute, and if in substitute, for whom?   

Answer 4th. I was called into service by the orders of the Governor of Virginia. In the first term I 

volunteered and in the 2nd I volunteered in each of the short tours of duty I was detailed, I might say 
drafted.   

th  

Question 5 State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops when you served, such 
Continental and militia regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of your service.  

Answer 5th. In my first tour, General Steuben was with our troops a short time with a small body of 

regulars. In that tour I do not recollect any other Regular officer besides General Steuben. Our troops 
at Cabin Point were militia under the command of General Lawson. In my second tour the militia 

collected at Bacon's old field under the command of General Stephens. We then joined the main Army 
at Mobbing Hills under General Lafayette. There were some Continental troops under General 

Lafayette at Mobbing Hills. This Declarant recollects General Lafayette, General Lawson and General 

Steve. The General circumstances of my service are set forth in my declaration to the best of my 
recollection. In his tours the Declarant was not engaged in any battles or skirmishes. My first tour was 

in 1779 to aid in repelling the invasion of Virginia by the British forces in the year 1779. My 2nd tour 

was in 1781 – to aid in repelling the invasion of Virginia I General Cornwallis – and is Declarant's tour 
of service expired before any engagement or any skirmishes with the British forces; Lord Cornwallis 
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not having reached the position which our troops occupied near Richmond, before the declarant was 
discharged.   

th  

Question 6 Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom was it given and what 

has become of it?   

Answer 6th. I received 2 discharges from the service. They were given by my captains and I   

have lost them where I do not know, never having paid any attention to them, never expecting to 

derive any benefit from them.   
th  
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 Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters   

Pension application of Caleb Witt R11755 Miriam fn49VA   

Transcribed by Will Graves 10/11/11   
[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database. Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or 

additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 

question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me. Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran 

and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical 

information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth 

century research requests for information have been omitted. I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions. Such software 

misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers 
which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one  

th thousand eighty six" as "the 8 of June 1786." Please call errors 
or omissions to my attention.]   

Declaration   

In order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress of the 7th of July 1838, entitled an Act granting 

half pay and pensions to certain widows   

State of Tennessee Jefferson County: On this 30th day of November 1844 personally appeared before 

me William H Coffman an acting Justice of the peace, Miriam Witt a resident citizen of said County 

and State aforesaid aged seventy-seven years who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on 

her oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by the 

act of Congress passed July 7th 1838 – entitled "An act granting half pay and pensions to certain 

widows." That she is the widow of Caleb Witt, who was a private Soldier in the Army of the 

Revolution – that he lived in Halifax County in the State of Virginia at the time he entered the 

Service, and that he was drafted for the term of two years but served only eighteen months the first 

tower [tour] – but afterwards entered the service again, she believes that the name of his Captain was 

James Hill and that his Colonel was Harry otherwise Henry Conway – and that her husband was at 

the battle of Little York at the time Corn Wallas [Cornwallis] Surrendered. She further declares that 

she was married to her Husband the aforesaid Caleb Witt on the 2nd day of September 1784, that her 

Husband the aforesaid Caleb Witt died on the 20th day of January 1827, that she was not married to 

him prior to his leaving the service but the marriage took place previous to the first of January 1794 

viz. at the time above Stated. She further declares that she has a record of her marriage and the birth 

of her children which is herewith annexed.   

Sworn to and subscribed before me the date above written. S/ Miriam Witt, x her mark   

S/ Wm H. Coffman, JP   

[fn p. 2-3: family record]   

Marriages   

Caleb Witt and Miriam Corner was married September the 2nd 1784   

Bengemin [Benjamin] Caching and ElizabethWitt was married August the 25: 1803  William 

Witt and Jane Wyatt was married February the 23: 1806   

Births   

Caleb Witt was born September the 2nd day 1762   

Miriam Horner was born November 13th, 1768   

William Witt was born July the 26 1785   

Enoch Witt was born December the 5th 1787   

Elizabeth Witt was born April the 19th 1790  James 

Witt was born February the 19 1794 Charles 

Horner Witt was born June the 5th 1797   

Pleasant Alred Witt was born February the 18th 1800   
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SamuelWares Witt was born June the 4th 1804   

Merrill Witt was born April the 27 [?] on Sunday 1807   

Docter D. Witt was born November the 14th 1809   

Lamina Witt was born October the 6th 1811   

Coleman Murry Witt was born February the 26 1814    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1818  
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Jefferson County, TN  

  

Turner Wooten  
  

  

 Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters   

Pension application of Turner Wooten R11860 Nancy f70VA   

Transcribed by Will Graves 10/15/11   
[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 

database. Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or 

additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 

question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me. Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran 

and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical 
information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth 

century research requests for information have been omitted. I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions. Such software 

misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers 

which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one  
th thousand eighty six" as "the 8 of June 1786." Please call errors 

or omissions to my attention.]   

[f 10]   

State of Tennessee Jefferson County SS   

On this 13th day of September personally appeared in open court viz. the Court of pleas & quarter 

sessions now sitting for said County Turner Wooten a resident of said County in said State aged 

seventy-five years, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the following 

declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832. That he entered 

the service of the United States under the following named officers & served as herein stated. That he 

was drafted in Buckingham County in the State of Virginia some time in the year 1781 – the day & 

month not recollected, under the command of Captain Tabb and Colonel Charles Dabney, was 

marched to Little York and was there twenty-four days & nights & during the siege of said place. 

From Little York he was marched to Portsmouth at which place he was detailed under Captain Ewell 

to go [to] Richmond to guard the magazine that had taken from York to Richmond, & was kept at 

said place until twelve months the time for which he was drafted had expired when he was 

discharged. He states he has lost or mislaid the discharge he received, that he has no documentary 

evidence & that he knows of no person whose testimony he can procure who can testify to his 

services.   

That he was partially acquainted with General Lawson, Colonel Edward Carrington who commanded  

the artillery at Little York – & others who he believes were of the regular Army. He hereby 

relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present & declares that his 

name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State. Sworn & subscribed the day & year 

aforesaid.   

S/ Joseph Hamilton, Clerk S/ Turner Wooten, X his mark   

[Andrew Gass, a clergyman, and James Bradford gave the standard supporting affidavit.]  [John 

Wood and Alfred Castiller gave a supporting affidavit in which they state the veteran was drafted in 

1781, served 12 months in the company commanded by Captain Tabb in the Regiment commanded 

by Colonel Charles Dabney and that he was a resident of Buckingham County when he was 

drafted. Neither man states that he served with the veteran and that they are testifying of their own 

personal knowledge having served with him.]   

[f p 19: On July 17, 1845 in Bradley County Tennessee, Nancy Wooten, 72, made application for a 

widow's pension under the 1838 act stating that she is the widow of Turner Wooten, late a pensioner 
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of the United States for his service in the revolution at the rate of $40 per annum; that he died 

November 22, 1833; that she married him in Chesterfield County Virginia January 2, 1792; that they 

were married by the Reverend __ Coatney [?], a Baptist minister; that she   


